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INTRODUCTION. 


& 4: in his original con- 
> dition , when he firſt 
Sz came out of the hands 
'of his Maker , was a 
very noble and venera- 
ble Creature, adorned 
with many peculiar-ex- 
cellencies 3 and-as the Pſalmiſt obſerves, 
Ozely made a little lower than glori- 
ous Angels: But of all his perfetions, 
Holineſs, as it was the principal and moſt 
oriental, ſo'did it alſo give a beauty and 
MW Juſtre to the reſt; It made. his Authori- 
8. ty and Power lovely and deſirable , his 
Wiſdom and Knowledge venerable, and 
every other attribute, which without this 
Is terrible and dreadful, to be comely 
and praiſe-worthy. ' This was that fingle 
perfection that raiſed Man above the _— 
L0 B that 
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that periſh, and made him Heavens great ? 
favourite and darling ; which if it had ? 
been carefully preſerved, had undoy : 
ly ſecured our firit Parents in Parade, ” 
and prevented that dreadful calamity ;* 
that hath ſeized upon their Poſterity. q 

But alas! how are we fallen from Hea-- 

. ven to Earth? from a Paradiſe of pure ! 
pleaſures, to a miſerable and painful Pri-. © 
ſon? We havelolt that divine Image that. 
was impreſſed upon Man in his primi- 
tive ſtate, which indeed compleated, and 
alone preſerved its beauty and cemeli-' 
neſs; and with it have alſo loſt every | 
thing that did then contribute to make 7? 
us happy 3 and arenow become vile and * 
abominable, and as miſerable as we were 
formerly. happy. ; : 

How much a ſerious view of that pri- 
mitive felicity man in his innocent ftate * 
enjoyed, would contribute to plant in us © 
a holy life, I know not :* but I am fure 

it could not but mightily inhance the va- 7 
lue of Holizef, and make it lovely and 
defirable. That man that refle&ts upan : 
the diſmal miſeries he is expoſed to in this ' 
lapſedeſtate, .to what an infinite number * 
of inexpreſlible evils , ' of inſupportable 
-pains he lies open; how he is hurried - 

from a ſtate of perfe& bliſs, to a woful ! 

Py < hell: 


- 
- & , 
a . 


_ 
<\s 


The IntroduSiton. 


hell of extream torments : How excee- 
2 dingly amazing is this > The very Poet 
i 8 could ſay, AGſerum eſt fuiſſe beatum. ' 
->1 ' But, God knows, this is but very fel- 
dom ( and if ever, but faintly ) refledted 
upon; we'are ( to our ſhame) become 
contented ſlaves, and fatisfied to bear Fet- 
ters and Chains 3 we continually live in 
" F3 the midſtof all evil, never enjoy a mo- 
"8 ments ſolace or comfort :' notwithſtand- 
| F ing of which,like mad-men we are content 
with our ſtate, and like the Sow take plea- 
F furet# puddle in the mire. | | 
And although that ſame diffuſive 'and 
boundleſs ' gyodneſs that 'firſt breathed 
in us the breath' of life, and framed us in 
his own Jikeneſs and iwage, again pitied 
us 'in our low' eſtate , and provided the 
moſt valuable and” Soveraign' remedie to 
recover us from this mortal "diſeaſe; 
though he' has procured a compleat Ran- 
ſom to liberate us from the inſupportable 
flavery and tyranny of ſin; has offered 
to reſtore our- former beautie, to repof- 
ſefs us of that happineſs we had loft, and 
to make us” again Favourites and Free- 
men; ye how inſoleatly have we reje- 
ed this kinde' offer ? how impiouſly 
Have we cut thoſe cords of love afunder, 


—_— = _— is 
AN 
rs ae ue 


” MW \3& L 


and refuſets be healed ?- f 
"4 4 4 B 2 Tis | 


hn jon Yan TW FS WW aw gan - 7 
p NR DEPT ; $-:-00.- > ahe ; Eads 


A 


The TntroduSGion. : 


conſider the lofty and intolerable affronts 
that are-now'caſt. upon Holineſs ; 


to ſcorn and deride Religion, ' which for- 


coming mean and moroſe ſpirits. 


afterwards lay:down. 
ked repreſentation of Holineſs, : ſhould be 
motive*enough-('1f not to court it, yet ) 
to engage men to correct their unreaſo- 
nable prejudices they entertain againſt it 3 
and ' even force. its greateſt Antagoniſts 
to become its Advocates.'\ But:alas ! vice 


Judgements, . that they are become as un- 


peCt to ſee contemned Vertue mych more 
in vogue than ever Vice was. . 

To excite our deſires, Scripture has re- 
preſented it under the moſt comely:dreſs, 
has diſcovered. its beauty, and, excellen- 
cie, and recommended it. by .the moſt 


A” has * 


'7i#, indeed, matter of,great ſadneſs to: } 


how. 
men are arrived at that pitch of 1 impictic, 


How tranſcendent a folly and madneſs 
this is ,- will eaſily appear by what I ſhall. * 
Me thinks. the na- 


hath caſt ſuch a-dark ſhadow.-upon mens | 


fit Judges of its beauty, as blinde men are 
of colours ;. otherwiſe we might yet ex-" | 


endearing motives which. are apt to work 
both upon our hope and fear ;.' Vpor our |; 
hope, F* 


mer ages were at ſome pains to advances. * 
as if Holineſs were inconſiſtent with the. 
principles of Generoſity, and onely be-, 
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hope, by propoſing an infinitely-valuable; 
reward to the'righteous,” beſides the pre- 
ſent advantages that attend it.. ' 'Vpor our 
fear,by opening to our view the-powers of 
the world to come, and diſcovering the 1n- | 

ſupportable miſery: that. the damned ſuf. - 

fer day and night; 1o that if men-would - 
but ſo far aQuate their Reaſon, as ſoberly 
to conſult their own intereſt and; happi 
neſs, I: doubt not | but. this alone ſhould 
be motive enough to excite /them. to the 
practiſe of Holineſs, | and; ſcare-them from 


thoſe ways of fin thet lead" down to the 


chambers of death. $534 od. 1069 
It would make {one:would think 
the greateſt Senſualiſt to relinquiſh .the 


- momentary pleaſures he enjoys here, to 


be poſleſt of thoſe eternal joys that the 
pure in ſpirit ſhall reap 7» the Kingdom of 
their Father : and the molt hardened and 
impregnable ſinner tremble, to think. of 
dwelling with devouring flames.. 
Now the onely infallible way to attain 
thoſe caleſtial felicities, and to evite the 
miſerable conſequences of Vice, and thoſe 


pains and tortures that it expoſeth its vo- 


taries to, 1s to abandon every luſt, be it 
never ſo impetuous, and to cleanſe our 
ſelves (as the Apoſtle adviſeth us ) from 
all filthineſi of the fleſh and ſpirit, and to 
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perfet holineſs in the fear of God. | 
For the better direQing our - preſent 
inquifition , I ſhall f7/# briefly repreſent : 
the zatare of true Holineſs, and ſhew the- 
beauty and excellencie of it. Secondly; | 
I ſhall diſcourſe of its 7#le, and more par- 
ticularly diſcover the ſeveral branches of 
Holineſs. Thirdly, T ſhall propound ſeve«'J 
ral motives and indacements to engage 
men to the praiſe of Holineſs ; and ins. 
deed thisis whatI chiefly intend to 1nfiſt” 
upon. Forrthly, I ſhall remove all thoſe 
Cavils and Obje&ions that are wrged as 
gainſt Holineſs. And Laſtly, conclude 
with ſome ſhort Refie#ions and Inferen- 
CES, | 
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Of the nature of Holineſs. 


Intend not here to deſcend to the con» 

ſideration of every particular branch 
of holiref, but to diſcourſe of it in the 
general,as it is the combination of all Chris» 
ftiax vertnes : and as it-is thus confider- 
ed, I need not, I think, in thedeſcription 
of it , accurately ſtudy all thoſe Logical 
rules Philoſophers require m a good de- 
_ For my part, it fully enough 
ſatisfies me to know, that bol/aneff is 4 cone 


' formity to the Divine. Law, and a hearty 
and ſincere compliance with thoſe original _ 


diGates of humane nature, and the Com- 
mands revealed in ſacred Writ. 

80 long as man remained obedient to 
the Laws of his Maker, his holineff was 
untainted, and his Beauty and primitive 
congenite comelineſs continued ; but by 
his woful apoſtacy he loſt that noble 
embelliſhment of his nature, which did 
indeed give a grace to all. his other ac- 
 compliſhments, and is now become ugly 
and deformed. Holineſs and parity of 
:Sparit are different words, but of the 
[fame figaification,. and are promiſcuonully 
»wed/>2n; Soripture to jexpre5: the: ſame 

4 thing. 
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thing. Oppoſite to which are Six and * 
Uncleanneſſ; Sin being that which con- - | 
taminates the Soul, and robs it of that 
beauty which formerly did of right be- 
long to 1t. | . 
Althongh "tis not one particular good 
ation that denominates a man holy ;. yet 


every wilful aberration from, and tranſ© 


_ greſſion of the Law, conſtitutes man a 
ſinner, and makes him liable to the de» 


merit of the offence. Whoſoever there- - ! 


fore intends fo perfe@# holineſs, muſt ( ac- 
cor:'ing to the Apoltle's advice) clganſe 
himſelf from all jilthineſs of the Aeſf and 


ſpirit, abſtain from every appearance of _ | 


evil, and ſincerely endeavour to perform 
all good actions. .. | | 
Iz a word, Holineſf 1n its general no- 


' tion, isthe comprehenſtue ſum of the moral ) | 


Law; and may be very aptly deſcribed 
to be 2 ceaſing from evil, and doing good ; 
which in this lapſed eſtate conſiſts in the 
ſincerity of our intentions. and actions, 
. . and ſhall be perfefted when mortality is 

ſwallowed up of life , when thoſe imper- 
fe&tions and ſpots that attend our natural 
ſtate, ſhall be quite removed and done 
away. Solong as our fouls attuate their 
-1mpure bodies, fins and: infirmijties will 
- Cleave to the beſt 5 an abſolute RO | 
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and perfe& holineſs is reſerved for that 
ſtate, where all things are become new. But 
yet ſo far as the frailty of our nature, and 
the imperfe&tion of our preſent ſtate will 
ſuffer, we ought ſincerely to ſtudy to 
walk ( 2s it is ſaid of Zacharias and Elz- 
zabeth) in all the Commandments of God 
blameleſs ; the general courſe and tenour 
of our lives ſhould correſpond and keep . 
a conformity with the divine precepts, 
which, as I ſhall juſt now ſhew, are the 
rule of holineſs. 
Aſmighty God, who well conſiders the 
nature of man, does not eſteem men to be 
either vicious or holy, from the perfor- 
mance of ſome particular a&s:-''There #s 
not a juſt man who liveth and ſinneth not.. 
It is the peculiar -votto of our Lord. 
Chriſt, That he did no fix, neither was 
there guile found in his month. - But the- 
imperfe&t obedience of good men, who 
in the general courſe of their life ſincere- 
ly ſtudy an univerſal conformity and-re- 
ſped to the divine Laws, is eſteemed by 
him who judgeth righteouſly to be ſuffici- 
entin order to our acceptance with-him, 
upon the: account of the merits and per- 
fe& obedience of our bleſſed Saviour. - 
The wiſe God, 'who conſiders the frail- 
ties and imperfections that attend our 
wot | _ preſent 
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preſent ſtate, expefts not more from us _ 
than we are able to perform, He is not - 
ſo rigorous a Lord to require Brick, where 
' there is no Straw : the terms of the Go- 


ſpel are accommodated to our capacities, 


 andonely require a boliwveff which is poſ- _ 
fible for the Creature to attain ; at leaſt . 
it exacts and expects -no more, but that _ 
we endeavour fincerely and utfeignedly 
to obey all thoſe precepts he has enjoyn- 
ed; thatwe habituate our ſelves to per- 
form good actions 3 that the general pro- 
penſion and inclination of our wills and 
appetites be towards the doing of what 
15 impoſed upon us, and abſtaining from ' 
all kinde of evil. 
#y what hath been ſaid, i maya : 
that holizeſs conſiſts not 14 Speculation, 
 butia Practice : [Tis not the knowledge 
of duty, but the actual performance of it _ 
that 1ntitles men tobe holy ; and that too, 
not ſuperficially, or in a good mode, and ' 
rarely performed 3 but ſincerely, and 
throughout the whole courſe of oar lives. 
For men to know their duty and not per- 
form it , 1s to inhance their own miſery, 
and to ſecure to themielyes double ſtripes : 
and to pegform ſome good aftions, and 
- abſtain from the groſfer pollations of the _ 
world, and yet to be victous I 
nerai 


A 


Chap. 2; The beauty of Holineſs. 1 * 


neral courſe of their lives, this is ſuch a 
holineſs that: will never profit any man... 
The rule of holineff, to which we muſt 
heartily:ſtudy an actual: conformity, does 
not diſpenſe, 'no not with the commiſſion 
of the leaſt fin, nor omiſſion of the ſmal- 
leſt duty. ' Eh 1g 

But becauſe general deſcriptions of. 
things are frequently overlooked, I ſhall 


__ not think it unneceſſary to deſcend to 


a more particular ſurvey, and conſider Ho+ 
Lneſs \n ts ſeveral branches, as they are - 


| fly deſcribed by the Chriſtian rule of 


olineſs. 


ah = 


DOHAPH-'-. 
Of the Rnle of Holinef. 


Lthough the whole: Canor of: Scri- 
pture 1s uſeful to inſtru us in our 

duty ; yet becauſe many things, if not 
approved, yet diſpenſed with under the 


old diſpenſation, are now. quite antiqua- 
. ted and abrogate , I ſhall therefore at 


preſent confine my diſcourſe to the Go- 
ſpel-Occonomy,.and by the 7x/e diſcover 
wherein the Nature. of 'true Holineſs, and 
—q— Religion before - God con- 
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The beauty of Holineſs. Chap. 1.) 
© Tama little confident ; it will not be 
expected I ſhould prove that the New 
" Teſtament is of Divine Authority, and 
conſequently an infallible :r#/e to dire us 
in the way. of holineſs : the numerous 
late Diſcourſes , which have excellently 
well performed this task, againſt the pro- 
digiouſly prophane Atheiſts this impure 
3 age hath to its laſting reproach hatched, 
18 makes me without the leaſt fear of cen-- 
ſure ſuperſede this undertaking. 
T7 fball take it then for granted, ( it be- 
ing-acknowledged by all rational mew) 
that the Goſpel is the great and certain 
Standard whereby we may truely judge 
of any man's . holineſs; =; never doubt 
} to conclude, [that he 'who in the general 
| courſe and tenour of his life walks con- 
trary tothe Axle, can lay no claim, plead 
no intereſt to the title of holzzeſs; this. 
being no other thing ( as I have already 
ſhewed ) but a combination of - thoſe 
vertues the Goſpel-precepts enjoyn. 
Y . -* Now the precepts of Chriſtianity which 
| point us our.duty, may, for brevity, be, 
reduced to theſe three general : Heads. 
| - For frft, they arecither, '\uch-as enjoyn 
| Biety towards God. : Secordly, ' or fuch 
E -that require the good government: of our 
| ſelves. Or thirdly , thoſe that preſcribe 
; | our 
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thers,, Of theſe I ſhall take a brief ſar- 


vey; and as I, go along, excite men ta. 
the praQtice of every particular duty, by” 


rational motives and jnducements-z and 


withal diſcover the perfeftion and come © 


pleatneG: of .the Chriſtian &le, above 
all the Inſtitutions that ever were or can 
be deviſed. | - 
., Firſt, amongſt thoſe Laws of Chriſti 
ani: which enjoyn Piet "e towards God, 
we finde Love to him ſtanding inthe front, 


ands.claiming the precedency. This is 


as our bleſſed, Saviour . informs us ) the 
, and great Commandment, it being in- 
Ht the ſource and original 'of all attsof 
obedience... . 
T9; excite our- Zone, let us: but preſent 
to our view his jinfmite and tranſcendene 
perfeQions ,, . the. undeſerved favours. he 


every minute; ebeſtows upon us, the 1 innu- 


merable dangers ;and accidents we 
-daily. preferyrd, from :: Arguments ow 
bleenough to draw Love g my 

rocky and obdurate heart. _ 'Tis he ay 


an amazing thing, to ſee thoſe info whom 
| the Breath of Life, on 
whom he has rained ſo many floods dl 


.he has breath 


favours , to remain oe aacng i as 
Foun, as ground which the ns 
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, ver touch. Tis an odd and ſtrange ope- 
ration, that ſtreams of Love onely meet 
with contempt and diſdain. | 
Sxre I am, there is a concurrence of all 
ſorts of motives and arguments to engage 
us ta love God; and thoſe indeed {6 
charming and endearing, that it is ſtrange 
' any body ſhould fail in it. * Methinks the 
work it ſelf is ſo (weet and deleQable, ſo 
raviſhing and lovely , that men need not 
be courted to it by perſiwaſion. O what a 
reat deal of ſatisfaction, of ineffable de- 
ight, does the devout ful finde in thoſe 
Ny of love towards' God | And if 
the Voluptuous and Senfualiſt would but 
abandon” thoſe finful delights he.'now 
findes fo charming and bewitching, and 
betake himſelf to the praftice of holineſs : 
If he would change the ' obje&. of his 
love, and' place it where it ought to bez 
I doubt not but he ſhould quickly per- 
ceive there'is more pleaſtire, more end 
tentment” and fatisfaQtion- in the' love of 
God, than in the enjoyment of all car- 
nal pleaſures. © ns. 
That man that ſhall make a juſt eſti=+. 
mate of things, ſhall 'be' cafily convinced 
there 1s nothing worthy of love in com- 
pariſon 'of God. . Alas? the pleafures 
_ of this world are but ſhadows and fan- 
WE - - 
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cies, which will ſoon difappear |. Its bean- 
ty and ſplendour is but gilded and delu- 
fory : andis it reaſonable, nay, is it not: 
extream madneſs to place the ſtrength of 


our affections on ſuch uncertain and 


- quickly-removed yanities ? | 
. The uſual arguments of love amongſt: 
men, are Relation, Intereſt, or the Beaus: 
ty and Excellency of the Obje&t. Now 
_ allthefelay much ſtronger obligations np- 
an us to love Gad. For Relation, is he 
. not our Lord and Maker, who gave us 
life and being, who as a tender Father: 
kindely compaſſionates our condition, 
and in our low eſtate has carefully min- 
ded us, when- our other Relations have 
accounted us ailens and ſtrangers > This 
the Royal Pſalmiſt experimented; and I 
make no queſtion but many good men 
have been, and are living inſtances. of 
this truth. url 
.: And indeed, that man'that conſults his 
own intereſt, cannot but be ſtrongly ex 


cited to love that God who is the beſt. 


benefaqor, and cqually willing and able 
to beſtow. favours upon him. It is an 
argument of a very baſe and. mean fpirit; 
to deſpiſe our benefaQors : but thus have 


we requited God; who daily: loadeth us. 


with mercies; and: reneweth his bleflings 
; LI&k4 | every 
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' _ every morning: we have, God knows, 


.__. moſt inſolently carried our ſelves, even 
"then, when he has been diſplaying a ban- 
ner of love over us. | 

| As for Beauty and Excellency , what 
in the world can compete with him, who 
|  gloriows in holineſs, and whoſe Name 
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* excellent in all the earth How quick-' 


ly are all created beauties winked into 
darkneſs? At the beſt they are but ſtreams 
derived from this glorious being ; and 
1s it not hugely reaſonable, that he who is 
the original of theſe, ſhould be the shief 
obje&t of our love, and make us with 


the Pſalmiſt ſay, Whom have IT in the hea- © b 


ven but thee; and there is none upon the 
earth T deſire beſides thee 2 

Thnow there is no man would take it 
well, nay who would not be highly incen- 
ſed, and think himſelf much wronged, to 
have his Love called in queſtion ; but 
God knows how little reaſon the far grea- 
ter part of Mankiade have to pretend 
love, who ſtand not to break his Laws , 
to caſt behinde them, 'and lightly eſteem 
his precepts, the obedience of which is ? 
made the - beſt and ſureſt charater of | 
Love. ; 

Would God it were as caſie to perſwade 
as it is to propoſe our duty, But how. 

, | hard 
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hard is it to convince men of the folly, 
the extream and ſtrange madneſs, of be- 


ing /overs of pleaſures more than lovers of 


God 2 But the truth 1s,there 1s ſuch a mire 
and puddle of polJution in our hearts, that 
1t quite choaks and extinguiſheth all ſparks 
of Love,makes us violate the principles of 
humanity , and become more ungueate 
than the beaſts who have no underſtan- 
ding. HOT 
Fas if this Divine flame be kindled'in 
our Hearts, if it be fincere and ſuperla- 
tive asgt ought to be, it-will eaſily emplay 
all the | ty”. of our ſoul-1n his ſervice 5 
it will engage, and enable us-too, to per- 
form the ſeveral Duties: of Pjzety- 'the 
Laws of Chriſtianity''enjoynz which be- 
cauſe they are ſome of the: particular 
branches of Holizeſ5,'T (hall briefly men- 
tion, with their encouragements'; and for 


method and order reduce to four Heads: 


Firſt, it will inſtcu& andenable us to truſt 
and depend upon God. Secprdly, to ſub- 
mit and obey his Will. . Thirdly, to ho- 
nour and reverence his great and facred 
Name. And Laſtly, to worſhip and a- 
dore him according to -the method he 
hath himſelf preſcribed. - | 
T begin with the firſt,namely, That Love 
where it is ſincere, 1s'a noble and gene- 
95, rous 
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rous paſſion, apt to excite and enable us ? 
to depend on God, This is, I confeſs, a 7 
duty very uſeful, and never out of ſea- 
ſon : the Pſalmilt wiſely adviſeth us, fo 7 
truſt in him at all times, when we are 1g © 
the mid(t of all trouble, as well as when' 
our condition is ſcrene, and wholly ex- : 
empt from outward fears. When the - 
divine Providence hath placed us in the : 
moſt diſmal circumſtances , even in. this - 
ſad and comfortleſs ſtate, our fears ought * 
to give placeto faith z we would do well. 
to. repoſe a ſpecial confidence ip him, - 
who is hereby become engaged to ſecure 
and defend us. This method the excel- | 
lent Plalmiſt obſerved, and reſolved con- | 
ſtantly to heed in times of imminent dans - 
ger : What time 1am afraid Twill truſt in. 
thee, Þlal, 56. 3. and we finde that faith- * 
ful men in former times took this conrlſe : 
-alſo : We know not what to do, ozely our” 
ezes are to thee, 2 Chron. 20. 12. | 

In this lapſed ſtate we lie open to a 
multitude of accidents ; every place is at-.; 
tended with dangers ; our enemies are as; 
ſubtile and cunning, as they are ſtrong and: 
numerous, The Prince of the power of 
the Air has his wit always upon the rack, 
in inventing ſtratagems and devices to un-. 
dous; and- his Emiſlaries flip no appor-: 
| | | tunity. 


tl 
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tunity of our ruine : and is there a fafer 
courſe than to traſt in Jehovah, who is e- 
verlsſting firength £ who is indeed, asthe 
Falmiſt ſays, a preſent help in time of 
need. Sure I am, it is mans greateſt in- 
tereſt to flee to the divine Providence, 
which- is the beſt guard agaiaſt all dan- 
gers ; for we need not donbt to cortclude 
with the Apoſtle, If God be with ws, who 
can be againſt us £ | 

'Tis alfo the Law of Heaven, that in 
times of want we confide in God, 1 Pe- 
ter 5. S, Caſt all your care upon him, for 
he careth for you. I confeſs, we muſt not 
expect to be fed miraculouſly , to have 


| the Ravens to bring bread and fleſh to 


us morning and evening, or that the meal 
in our Barrel ſhould increafe and never 
waſte, but be multiplied as the Loaves 
and Fiſh were by our Saviour : We tmaſt 
not fooliſhly dream that Manna ſhall 
fall about our Tents, when we may ufe 
the lawful means ; this fure were rather 
a tempting of, than truſting in God. But 
yet, after we have experimented all law- 
ful means and probable ways, and” finde 


it utterly impoſſible for us to help our 


ſelves; then may we fafely repoſe our con- 
fidence upon him, who feeds the young r4+ 


vens when they cry unto him. Therefore © ? 
C 2 ( lays- = 
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( fays our Lord ) I ſay unto you, Take/ no." ? 
thought for your life, what you ſhall eat, 

or what you ſhall drink; neither for your : 
body, what ye ſhall put on : Is not the life 
more than meat ? and the body than rai--* 
ment 2 Behold the fowls of the air, for © 
they ſow not, neither do they reap, nor ga+ ; 
ther into barns ; yet your heavenly Fas © 
ther feedeth theas, Are ye not much bet- | D 
ter than they? &c. Matth. 6. 25, 26. 

'Fis rejected and condemned as a Peoan 
and Heathniſh ſin,to be querulous and fol- 
licitous of what we ſhall eat, or nahat we. 
ſhall drink, or wherewithal we ſhall be cle. | | 
thed : for after all theſethings do the Gen- 
tiles ſeek, v. 31, 32. 

T confeſs, as | cannot ſufficiently enough 

; pity the madneſs of ſome men, who will * 
truſt God with their Souls, but not with ” 
their ſecular Concerns 3 ſo could I never: 
yet projet what may be the reaſon why 
better men than the former are ſo apt to. 
diſtruſt God in times of danger and want. / 

I wiſh ſuch ren would conſider how. 
{brewd a preſumption this is of Atheifm,at 
leaſt of eſtabliſhing the Epicurean notion. 
of a Deity who is quite unconcerned a- Þ | 
bout  inferiour beings, ' and ſequeſtrated || | 
from the care of ſublunary affairs. For | 
if we did indeed think that he takes no-'Þ : 


. | tice: 


» 3» 
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tice of us, we could not but confidently 


T3 
"'# rely upon his care. 
ur Secondly, we are by the perfect rule of 


fe 1} Piety and Holineſs inſtructed to ſubmit to 
i=} the divine Will, and comply with the Go- 
or | ſpel-precepts, which concerning all things 
a. | areright. Perhaps the lot infinite Wiſ 
4- || dom has carved out tous, is no ways re- 
t- |} liſhing to fleſh and blood. Whilſt othess 
6. |} are walking amongſt roſes, enjoy all ſecu- 
an, | Jar advantages, and are placed in the fun- 
)l- JF ſbine of proſperity z may be we are forced 
we | to hang our harps upon the willows, and 
o- | ſpend our few days in ſorrow and grief. 
1- | However, let us, not even under theſe ſad 
. F circumſtances, charge God foolifhly, or be 
gh'} impatient under the ſeverity of his cor- 
111 JF rection ; for this is no argument of the 
ith J hatred of a Father. Let us rather in this 
rer |} caſe view the unſpeakable reward, and 
hy Þ the divine promiſes , which are ſufficient 
to F arguments to revive our fainting and moſt 
nt. | Janguiſhing hopes, and able to form our 

Ow | {oulsto true patience. 
/at Philoſophers, if ever they attained" to a 
on || perfection in any vertue, it was in their 
a- | patience under the inſtability of worldly 
ted | things; and yet their grounds and motives 
to patience were ſandy and ineffe&ua]), 
and no ways comparable to the arguments 
C and 
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and inducements laid down in the ſcheme. 
of Chriſtian Religion, Epicaras his cal-. 
ling to minde his former pleaſures, was: 
but a weak plea to form him to' patience ' 
under the tormcntiong pains of the Gout.. 
And the S#ozcks notion that — 
were noreal evils, was really a faricye 

ly conquered by the extremity of pain. 

. , Andas weare thus obliged to ſubmit: 
to the ſevereſt diſpenſation of Providence, 
ſo we ought to comply with the divine” 
w1ll exhihed 3 in his Precepts. Obedis 

enceis undoubtedly the beſt evidgnce of 

. Love) for hereby is our love manifeſted,” 
that we do his will ; and indeed the divine. 

' 1njunctions are all fo natural, fo equitable. 
and juſt, that we can alleadge no impaſ+ 
ſibility in performing them. His Comr 
2:ands, as the Apoltle informs us, ate ot” 
grievoxs, 1 Joh. 4. 3. they require not. 
things incommodious and burthenſome,. 
as the moſt of other Religions do. 

The third duty we are inſtrufted in, is. 
 toreverence and honour his ſacred Name, 
to have apprehenſions and affeQions ſui- 
table to his glorious perfections. When 
we ſeriouſly refle& on the purity of his 
nature, and the infinity of his cognizance z 
oureſtcem and veneration of him ſhould 
be truely elevated, and raiſed as high as 
pong 
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poſſible, and make us with Moſes (ina 


holy rapture) ſay, Who is like nnto thee, 
0 Lord, among the Gods ! who is like thee, 
glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, do- 
ing wonders? Exod. 15. 11. 

How impious then and unlawful is it, 
to prophane and violate the ſacred Name 
of that God we ſhould adore, by a mul- 
titude of raſh and cuſtamary oaths! Sure 


thoſe who own any relation to that God 


who is ſo diſhonoured, will be ſo gene- 
rous as to expreſs their diſpleaſure , when 
in cgmpany with thoſe who thus revile 
him. But if God be ſo friendleſs as to have 
none to appear thus for. him, yet ſuch 
prophane wretches may know, that God 
himſelf will reſent thoſe injuries and af- 
fronts put upon him ; he will viadicate 


.his own glory of. which he is fo jealous, 


and ſurely will not hold them guiltleſs that 
take his Name in vain. | 

_. Of all fins, this of Swearing is the moſt 
unreaſonable, and cannot pretend the or- 
dinary incentives of Pleaſure or Profit, 
that moſt: of vices lay ſome . claim to. 


How deſperate a phrenfie then is it, for 


men without any probability of allure- 
ments, to draw down upon themſelves 
the. vengeance of an incenſed God? "Tis 


ſure but a mean apology, to alleadge an 
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habit and cuſtome, while this is the very 
thing that enhances their guilt: neither : 7 
will it, I think, a whit leflen the crime; 
that Great perſons have given it ſuch a 
vogue 1n the world. 

The Name of God ig a ſacred thing, 
which muſt not be appealed to, but in * 
| the moſt weighty and ſerious caſes: Thou þ 
ſhalt ſwear ( lays the Prophet ) that the 
Lord liveth, in truth, juſtice, and judge- 
ment. If we either affirm or promiſe 
any thing by oath, 1t muſt be after mature 
deliberation , after we have aſcertained 
our ſelves of the truth and lawfulneſs of 
it: this the very Poet could dictate, 


Nec Dew interſit, iſt dignws vindicenodus 
Inciderit---- 


Tt were to be wiſhed, that the Hedors 
of this age would learn-of the very Hea- 
thens more reverence ; and that- thoſe 
men that pretend to good breeding, would 
be ſo civil, even ſometimes for the compa- 
nies ſake, as to forbear thoſe Oaths that 
render ears cannot hear without offence.” 
1: the laſt place, the divine. Love, if 
ſcattered in our Hearts, will excite us to 
worſhip God after the method- himſelf: 
hath preſcribed: It will diref&t us to the 


L 


role 
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rule of Piety, where we ſhall fiade every 
thing that relates't9 our immediate - inter- 
courle with God in divine' Ordinarites 
and Worſhip exa&tly ordered. I confeſs, 
the Heathen-world, as they were confu- 
ſed in their notions of a Deity, and al- 


moſt quite ignorant of the'eternal re- - 


ward; ſo were they ſuperſtitious in their 
Worſhip, and ſometimes ignorantly ere- 
Qed Altars to ar unknown God. Their 
Worſhip was attended with- a'great deal 
of external 'pomp; *was very" grateful to 
theireexternal ſenſes 3 but it reached not 
the Heart. But' the Chriſtian rule 1n- 
ſ{tracts-us to worſhip God in Spirit, and 
preſcribes the beſt method” of devotion : 
It requires that We worſhip and bow before 
the Lord our maker, with all poſtble hu- 
mility and reverence; that we poſleſs our 
Hearts with the greatneſs and: glory of 
that Majeſty we adore; that we be in- 
tent-jn our devotion, and not ſuffer ſecu- 
lar concerns to intrude and interrupt us; 
that we a& faith upon him , and believe 
that he x 2 rewarder of thoſe that dili- 
gently ſeek bim5'and that we'approach 
the throne of grace i» the Name of the 
\ Lord Jeſus Chriſs. | | 
If Devotion were not a duty, yet me- 
thinks the adyantages thereof ſhould in- 
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. many wants we would fain have ſupplid? } 


 ly,thoſe duties that reſpe&t our ſelves and 


vite us to the performance: But ſince © {| 
God has coupled our duty and intereſt - : 
together, how amazing is it to think we ; 
ſhould ſo neglect i] How many attra- 7 
&ives are. there to/approach his prefence, 
who dwells in light unacceſſible 2 Have 
we not a multitude of ſins to- confeſs? 


How many temptations. does every place '; 
preſent? How numerous are the dangers: '- 
and accidents to which we lie open ? and 
ſhould not all theſe excite us to render © 
homage to that omnipotent;-power, which 
alone can guard us from inconveniencies ? 
But. beſides our dangers we are freed 
from , the mercies and favours -he daily 
confers upon us, the freſh communica- 
tions of his bounty every morning, nay 
minute, require at leaſt a returnof praiſe, 
and a grateful. acknowledgment, But ©. 
yet alas! in ſpight of all theſe induce- 
ments, how is Devotion. contemned by - 
ſome, and negleQed by moſt ? 3 
But | dare not enlarge now on the par-_ | 
ticular Branches of Holineſs, nor inliſt in * 
the recommendation of every particular 
duty, leſt I ſeem to digreſs from my pro- 
per ſubje&. I ſhall therefore proceed to 
the other two Branches of Holineſs, name- + 


others. As 
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As to the firſt, we are by the perf 
rule of Holineſs inſtructed to hive ſoberly, 
to be moderate in all things, and to ſhun 
every kinde of excels, as equally hartful 
to Soul and Body : It forbids complacen- 
cy in thoſe luſts that war againſt both; 
reſtrains all irregular and impetuous in- -- 
dinations ; retrenches all inordinate de- 
_ fires, the firſt motions to forbidden ob- 
jeas, aud, in a word, enjoyns all thoſe 
 vertues which reſpet either our Bodjes 
or Sonls. 
h For thoſe that reſpe& our Bodies, how 
ſtraitly is chaſtity commanded ? For this 
is the will of God, even your ſan@ifica- 
tion , that ye ſhould «bflain from fornica- 
tion, 1 Theſl. 4. 3, Weare urged with 
the molt afieQionate carneſtneſs , to ab- } 
ſtain from the very firſt motions to for- 3 
bidden objeQs, from the polluted glan- , *Þ# 


ces and wanton laſcivious ſpeeches that 
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Fo are windows at which uncleanneſs enters ; 

| and that by {uch invincible and cogent | 
© | arguments, as might prove effectual with 
\- men. who but confider what they do; 
r Luſt beiag a vice miſchievous to the bo- 
- dy, Prov. 7. 26. hurtful to the Soul, Prov, 
D ' 6. 32. caſting an everlaſting ſtain upon a 
- mans good Name, Prov. 6. 33- undoing 
d | his Subſtance, Prov. 6. 26. Job 31. 12. 
x s 


and 
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| and that which finally exclades from the 


Kingdom of Heaven, where nothing that 


| pollutescanenter, 2 Cor. 6. 9. Rev. 21.27. 


Tis indeed no wonder though the Re- 
tigion of the Gentiles, which contained 
a prodigious mixture of vanity and im- 
piety, gratified the' inclinations of un- 
cleanneſs : for if we conſult their writings, 
we ſhall obſerve, that the moſt. abomina- 
ble vice wanted not a Dzity to patronize_ 
it amongſt them z which upon the mat- 
ter was ar eſtabliſhing iniquity by Law, 
and an argument more ſutficient to en- 
courage than to corre& vice: And al- 
though - the Writings of ſome Philoſo- 


phers have been more refined, yet the 


Lives even of ſuch were full of the foul- 
eſt ations. Nay, the rules which the 
beſt Maſters of Morality amongſt them 
preſcribed, never reached- to the purify- 
ing of the Heart.. 

T confeſs, that man that ſhall take no- 
tice (and who, having eyes in his head, 
can evite this, when men proclaim their 
ſin like Sodom # ) of the prodigious un- | 
cleanneſs this prophane age” has arrived 
at, ſhall be ſtrongly tempted to ſuſpect the 
purity of the Chriſtian Rule, if he make 
no farther enquiry than to the practices of 
moſt that axe called Chriſtians, We may 

| iadeed 
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indeed. very aptly write to the profeſ- 
ſors of this age, as the great Apoſtle did 
tothe Church of Corinth + It is reported 
commonly that there is fornication among 
yon, and ſuch fornication as is not ſo much 

as named amongſt the Gentiles, 1 Cor. 
' 5.1,. And I am a. little afraid, if the 
Church ſhould ſtriatly obſerve that charge 
that the Apoſtle gives there, , and excom- 
municate all ſuch wicked perſons, that our 
Church ſhould not need. to brag much 
of the namber of Chriſtians... 

'S35 indeed matter of great fadneſs, to 
conſider how much the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion has ſuffered, upoa the account of the 
ſcandalous practices of Titular Chriſtians ; 
and I make no doubt but this age has been 
at more pains than any that precedes it, 
to increaſe the ſcandal :; but ſure 'tis but 
a ſilly artifice to challenge the exaQneſs 
of the Axle, and with Cel/&s impudently 
alleage that the Chriſtian Religion en- 
courageth men to the praftice of immora- 
lity and vice, fince of all Religions, the 
Chriſtian onely can produce the ſtricteſt 

Laws againſt a filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit. Tis a Do@rineas the blefſed Apo- 
{tle tells us, according to godlineſs, and 
lays undiſpenſible obligations upon its 
followers, both to think upon, and wy 
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whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juft, whatſoever things are of 
good report, and ſuchlike things, which 
being general , include all particulars 3 
and yet it doth not onely preſcribe gene- 
ral rules, but deſcendeth to the comman- 
ding of all particular vertues, and the e- 
qual prohibition of particular vices. 

Next to Chaſtity, we might diſcourſe 
largely of the commendation of Modera- 
tion 1n cating and: drinking , and ſhew 
that the exceſs of both is condemned, as 
being mean and ignoble; that it 18 the 
true cauſe of many loathſome diſeaſes, is 
attended with a prodigious multitude of 
temporal evils, Prov. 23. 22. and threat- 
ned with laſting and eternal torments here- 
after. Hence our Royal Maſter fails not 
to'exhort his Diſciples, to Take heed to 
themſelves, left at any time they be over- 
charged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
Luke 21.34. And one ofhis blefſed Apo- 
{tles rells us, that Drankards ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, 1. Cor. 6.10. 
And indeed daily experience puts it be- 
yond all doubt, that thoſe ignoble fins 
naturally tend to impoveriſh men, and 
fully verifie the Wife mans prediction, 
That' the drunkard and the glutton ſhall 
come to poverty, Prov. 23. 21. 
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Byt paſling thoſe vertues that concern 
our Bodies, I come now to conſider thoſe 
that adorn our Soxls; and I ſhall con- 
fine my diſcourſe to thoſe which are the 
peculiar graces of Chriſtians, and which 
the:Chriſtian rule does more particularly 
recommend : Such as Humility , Meck- 
nefs, Contentment, and Self-denial. 

If we enquire narrowly into the Lives 
of Heathen Philoſophers , we ſhall fiade 
their pride and vain-glory ſtained the beſt 
of their aftions. Self- dexial was a ver- 
tue never taught in their Schools ; and 
for Contentment , the rules they preſcri- 
bed were but ineffectual to recommend 
n. 

| But the Goſpel couples our Duty and 
Intereſt together ; it commands Humility, 
and recommends its advantages and al- 
luring attradtives. It diſcovers the dan- 
gers that attend Pride ; and the great 
folly of being vain of Beauty , Strength, 
Wit, Riches, Honours, or Preferments : 
Of all theſe I may uſe the Apoſtle's phraſe, 
'Tis not expedient doubtleſs for men to 
glory, 2 Cor. 12. 7. Are not theſe the 
free gifts of Divine goodneſs? and what- 
can'be more unreaſonable than for depen- 
dent creatures to be proud: ? / | 

Humility is indeed fo amiable, ſo en- 

 dearing 
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dearing a quality n and {o noble an embe- , 


liſhment of our nature, that where this 
is wanting, all other advantages are little 
regarded; and not onely men, but the. 
great God alſo reſts the proxd, it being a 
vice which, beſides Chriſtianity, Morality 
alſo-condemans, as univerſally unbecoming 
to Humane nature ; and that which not 
onely diſturbs ones ſelf, but alſo diſquiets 
whole ſocieties : Bat God gives grace to 
the humble ; he takes ſuch perſons into 
favour, as being more pliable to receive 
the impreſs of his love. F 
And as a humble, ſo alſo a eek and 
quiet ſpirit 3s 77: the ſight of God of great _ | 
price. And can there be a more convin- 
cing motive than this, to recommend 
meekneſs to Chriſtians? And indeed we 
cannot pretend to be the Diſciples of ho- 
ly Jeſus, if we refuſe to learn that leſſon 
he hath copied out to us, Matth. 11. 29. 
Learn of me, for Tam meek and lowly in 
beart. ' 
Although a calm and quiet ſpirit is a 
reward toit ſelf, as every vertue is 5 yet 
it wants not a claim to a temporal felicity 
alſo, Matth. 5. 5. Bleſſed are the meek; 
for they ſhall inherit the earth. Theſe be 
the perſons - to whom by right of pro- 
miſe this ſtately Fabrick of earth belongs. 
And 
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And if we now view that unpleaſant 
vice of Azger oppoſite to it, this will yet 
adde moreto its luſtre, and help to recom- 
mend it the more effectually. Arger be- 


ing ſuch an unpleaſant humour , that it ' 


makes thoſe men it poſſeſſes unfit for hn- 
mane ſociety, it being not unfitly defined 
by the Poet to be 2 ſbort madneſs 5 which 
indeed agrees very well with the:Wiſe 
mans verdict of it, Eccl. Anger reſts in 
the boſom of fools. It then men would 
but compare the calm and happy ſereni- 
ty of Meekneſs , with- that inward and 
outward trouble and diſquietment that is 


the effect of Anger, they could not but 


eſteem the one, and declaim againſt the o- 
ther. | 
Iz the next place, our Chriſtian rule re- 


commends contentment as the molt pre- 


cious Jewel in the Saints Diadem ; tis 
that noble ingredient that makes the mol 
bitter cup ſweet and pleafant : it renders 
things, otherwiſe unſavory and burthen- 
ſome, to be indeed reliſhing and caſe. 
This is it that ſeaſons the meaneſt meal; 
makes a diſh of herbs a feaſt, and a cup 
of cold Water pleaſe the palate : This is 
that vertue which makes men in the midſt 
of ſtorms repreſent a calm, and in the 
ſaddeſt circumſtances to fing ſweetly..He 
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who has learned St. Paxl's leſſon how to 
want, and how to abound, 1s not diſcom- 
poſed either by Proſperity or Adverſity; 
but in both caſes can behave himſelf like 
a'man inreaſon. This 1s it which is inſe- 
perably connefed with Godlineſs, is the 
ſame thing expreſſed by different names. 
This 1s a vertue ſo lovely and deſirable, 
_ attended with fo, many advantages, that 
we have all imaginable encouragements 
to hearken to the Apoſtles advice, Heb, 
13.5. Be content with ſuch things as ye 
have; and in the evil day to heed that 
adviceChrilt gives his Diſciples, to poſſeſs 
onr ſouls with patience. © 

But how diſquieting and tormenting 
are its contraries? Ambition makes men 
reſtleſs in raiſing their own value and e- 
{teem above others; it prompts them to 


be always 1n diſlike with their own pre- - * 


ſeat condition ; the leaſt advancement 
of others above them, gnaws and torments * 
their ſpirits, and oftentimes hurries them 
headlong to the greateſt dangers. Afur- 
mmring 1s a molt fretting evil, a moſt pain- 
tul diſtemper, a fin attended with the 
molt dangerous conſequents, and which 
imbittereth the happieſt ſtate of life here. 
Envy 1s a vice nothing leſs criminal, atten- 
ded with as diſmal effefts as any, as the 

Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle St. James tells, Jam. 3. 16. Where 
envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſton and 
every evil work, And laſtly, Covetouſneſs 
is ſo mean and ignoble a vice, that I think 
although it were not (as the Apoſtle de- 
ſcribes it ) the root of all evil; yet gal- 
lant ſpirits ſhould diſlike 1t , as being baſe 
and contemptible. | 

1» the laſt place , the Goſpel recom- 
mends Self-denial as the Chriſtians pe- 
culiar Character : If any man ( ſays our 
Maſter Chriſt ) wil/ come after me, let 
him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs 
and follow me : Arid this precept he 
backs with the moſt powerful incitemeat ; 


For whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe 


it, and whoſoever will loſe his life for © 


my ſake, ſhall finde it, Mat. 16. 24, 25. 1 
doubt not but fleſh and*bloud will cry 
out, as once Chriſt's own Diſciples did in 
another caſe, This is a hard ſaying, who 
can bear it 2 Tis indeed no ſmall matter 
to bring down the carnal part of man to 
ſubmit to the loſs of Relations, Intereſt, 
and Life : But fince the advantage aud 
danger of both caſes is fo clearly revea» 
led, what fools will men prove , if to 


gain this life, they loſe the recompence of. 


a better reward ? | | 
As the rule of Holineſs does thus m- 
D. 2. 
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cru us in thoſe duties that concern our 


ſelves ; lo it allo teacheth us how to 


carry towards others. And in'the firſt 
place, it recommends the Royal Law of 
love, as the ſpring and ſource of all other 
duties, Rom. 13. 9. If there be any other 


commandment, tis. briefly comprehended 


in this ſaying, namely, Thou ſhalt love th 
neighbour as thy ſelf. This, for its excel- 
lency and comprehenfiveneſs, is ſaid to 
be the fulfilling of the Law, as thoſe who 
negle& it are ſaid to. ſir againſi the | 
Law. || @ ; 

Now if this rule of Charity were well 
obſerved, it would help to corre, firſt, 
all undue Thoughts and Wiſhes. Second- 
ly , all injurious Words and Speeches. 
And thirdly, all unjuſt Actions and Dea- 
lIings towards our Neighbours. 

Firſt, it would very much conduce to 
the regulating of our wiſhes, and to the. 
keeping of our mindes in a meek and 
peaceable temper towards others. Cha- 
rity, if fincere, 1s a noble and generous 
vertue, which believeth and hopeth the 
beſt of all men : -7t thinketh mo evil , as 


' the Apoſtle amongſt many of its other 


good properties obſerveth, 2 Cor. 13. 5. 
[t eradicates and ſupplants all cenſorious 
thoughts, and is incompatible with thoſe 
tormens. 


Chap. 2. The beauty of Holineſs. 37 
tormenting paſſions : of Malice and Re- 
venge, which, as the Wiſe man deſcribes, 
ſuffer not men to ſleep except they have done 
1iſchief, Prov. 4. 16. | 

And indeed this is but the leaſt part of 
a Chriſtians duty, 'tis but an evidence of 
| ' the loweſt degree of Charity, to retrench 
thoſe irregular and undue wiſhes, which 
| oftentimes do more prejudice to our felves 
| than others : If it be ſincere, it will have 
% a further and more important influence 5 

it will help us to govern our tongues 

alſo, that we may, as the great Apoltle 
| adviſeth us , ſpeak, evil of .no man, Tit. 
3. 2.. tO lay afide all malice, and all guile 
and hypocriſie, and evil ſpeaking, 1 Pet. 
2. I. and according to this precept did 
primitive Chriſtians walk. 

But alas! we have degenerated in no- 
thing. more conſpicuouſly from their pra- 
Riſe than in this: In place of their love, 
we have ſabſtituted an induſtrious fearch 
into the iniquities of others, Pſal. 64. 4. 
and. have fully verified the Apoſtles de- 
ſcription of the tongue, Jae. 3. 8. that 
It is an unruly evil which no man can 
tame,a world of iniquity that ſets the whole 
creation on fire. 

Neither Majeſty nor 1nnocency can 
now guard againſt its darts 3 its maligaity - 
D 3 : reach- 
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reacheth through all the earth; nay in- 


deed it were good if it were bounded by .: 


this, May not the Majeſty of Heaven re- 
ſume that ſame complaint he expreſleth, 
Mal. 2. 14. Tour words have been ſtout 
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againſi me; and charge the prophane A» *' 


theiſts of this age, for opening their months 
. againſt the Heavens & 

_ As for Innocency, although it 1s truely 
in it ſelf a ſtrong fence, yet it cannot e- 
ſcape the aſſaults of a licentious tongue : 
but with the Pſalmiſt may complain; Be- 
hold, they belch out with their magths, 
ſwords are in their lips, Pſal, 56. 7. and 
I think there are few men ſo happy who 
cannot with the ſame holy man regret, 


They lay to my charge things I know not c_ F 


but how much this violates all the obli- 
gations of Charity, and Juſtice alſo, every 
mans reaſon will eafily inſtru him. 

To ſecure men from being culpable in 
this, it were enough onely to repreſent 
the meanneſs of it : -but as a more noble 
enforcement, the Goſpel preſcribes the 
ſtricteſt rules againſt it, Matth. 7. 1,2. 
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Judge not, that ye be not juged z, for with | 


what judgement ye judge, ye ſhall be judg- 
ed. A ſentence which methinks ſhould 


even ſtrike terrour in the conſciences of ' 


the- guilty 5 and ſure 1f men would but 
-\minde 
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nitde their own concern. and intereſt, 
they ſhould more attentively hearken to 
the counſel of the Apoſtle, Eph. 4. 31,32. 
Let all bitterneſs, and wrath , and anger, 
ind clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put 
wway from you, with all malice. And be 
1e kinde one to another, tender hearted, 
Jorgiving one another, even as God ſor 
Chriſts ſake hath forgiven you. 

But our love muſt not conſiſt in word 
Dnely, but i deed and in truth , as the 
Jleſfled Apoſtle exhorts the. primitive 
Chriftians, 1 Joh. 3.18. It 18a vain thing 
to pretend love, when we refuſe to evi- 
dence it by our deeds : If a brother or ſe- 
fter be naked, and deſtitute of daily food, 
and one of you ſay unto them, Bepart in 
peace, be you warmed, and filed, not- 


withſtanding ye give them not thoſe things. 


which are needful to the body, what doth 
't profit 2 Jam. 2.15, 16, We muſt make 
our actions and dealings the teſt where- 
by we may evidence our love, otherwiſe 
the ſincerity of it may be juſtly ſuſpe- 
ted; and therefore 1n the firſt place we 
nuſt acually endeavour to ſupply the 
wants of our indigent Brethren : This 1s 


bove all things recommended to Chri- 
tins I Pet. 4. 8. eſpecially to-thoſe who 


have received a large allowance of: out- | 
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ward bleſſings, v. 10. and it is noted ay 
an evidence that the love vf God dweleth 


ot in thoſe perſons, who having thy. 


worlds goods, ſhut up their bowels of cone: 
paſſion from thoſe that have need, 1 Joh, 
3.17. Alas! little do men know how 


' quickly the balance may change 5 how 
. ſoon the richeſt may be 1n poverty , anc 
ſtand in need of that ſupply that they now 


in the days of their plenty deny others. 
the inſtances to prove this, are more 
numerous than that they can be doubted 
or need to be related. @ 

Indeed the performance of this duty 
paſleth not without a temporal reward ; 
God, who accounts it a lending to him- 
ſelf, hath promiſed to repay it; and ſure 
there cannot be better ſecurity than hi; 
promiſe. And I queſtion not but all a- 
ges can atteſt the truth of what the Wiſe 
man obſerveth, Prov. 11. 24. There 35 tha 
ſeattereth, and yet increaſeth; and ther: 
# that witholdeth more than is meet, bit 
zt tendeth to poverty. 

T confeſs, | know no vertue more be- 
coming a Chriſtian than Charity, ard 
ſcarce any more ſcandalouſly neglecte ; 


and I am ſorry to think- that thoſe good 


men who compaſlionate the wants of the 
indigefit , ſhould be ſo unworthily ſcan- 
4 # 5 


/ "4 


 dalized _ 


40 Thebeauty of Holineſs. Chap. 2. ? 


- 
- 
13 
\ 


Chap-2. The beauty of Holineſs. — 


I CEE 


+b 3 
4 
&. 


dalized, as if they were but Inkewarm 
Proteſtants , and eſtabliſhed. the Popiſh 
Merit : but this is a piece of madneſs I 
| ſhallrather pity than inveigh againſt; and 
althongh I be no friend to merit, yet I 
cannot but ſpeak honourably of thoſe 
whoſe charity and good works make 
them lovely Þ the fight of God, who 
has accounted it pare religion and unde- 
filed, to _— the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affliFion, Jam. 1.927. ' 

Tz the next place, the Chriſtian rate 
requires J«ſtice 1n our intercourſe and 
commerce, and that in our dealings we 
be exactly conſcientious , according to 
that great rule. of equity, Marth. 7. 12. 
All things whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; 
for this 3s the law and the prophets. Ine 
Juſtice is a vice ſo mean and ignoble, th t 
I cannot but admire how great men 
ſhould court it : and if men would but 
aCtuate their Reaſons, I am ſure they ſhould 
never become guilty of that which, if 
charged with, they cannot patiently en- 
dure, nor be reconciled with the-perſons 
which freely reprove them, There is no 
man, I think, that would be ſatisfied to be 
called a Cheat; and is it not unreaſona- 


ble to think they ſhall evite-this character _ 
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The great bait and and allurement to - 
Injuſtice, 1s gain and advantage ; but how * 
viſibly hath Almighty God by a wiſe pro- * 
vidence defeated mens deſignes in this! *; 
There is (as Eliphaz obſerved ) a fire that 
conſumeth the tabernacles of bribery, Job 
15.34. and as the Wiſe man tells us, Ax 


. Fnheritance may be gotten haſtily at the 


beginning, but the end thereof ſhall not be 
bleſſed, Prov. 20.21. 

Thirdly, The Chriſtian rule is a moſt. 
compendious and compleat direftory to 
men in every ſtation and place : Parents 
and Children, Maſters and Servants, Huſ- 
band and Wife may from hence learn 
their duty. As it gives no encourage- 


ment to Tyrants, ſo neither does it allow 


Rebellion 1n Subjects ; but condemns it 
asa (in heinogs and unnatural. But I can- 
not ſtand to enlarge upon every particu- 
lar duty ; onely I ſhall infer,that from the 
accompliſhment of thoſe duties enjoyned - 
by the Chriſtian rule, is formed that Ho- | | 
lineff I would fain perſwade men to fol- 
low. | 

To put a cloſe to this Chapter, it will 
nor, I think, be amiſs to ſhew, that the 
Chriſtian rule of Holineſs is the moit no- 


ble and moſt excellent that was ever ex- _. 


tant; that it far excels the Schemes of _ 
Mor- / 


Chap.a. The beanty of Holineſs. 


Morality drawn by'the beſt and moſt ce- 
lebrated Maſters: of Pagan Philoſophy, 
| and is more comprehenfive and effeQual 
to form men' to true Holineſs than the 
Moſaical Law. 

T confeſs, the Heathen Religion does not 
in the leaſt deſerve to be compared with 
the Chriſtian, no more (I may, ſay much 
leſs). than the light'of the dimmelt Can- 
dle ſhould be compared with the Sun in 
its brightneſs , when all miſts and clouds 
are diſpelled. It were indeed too great 
an hanour to name the Alcorar with the 
New Teſtament; the one- being corrupt 
and imperfect, the other pure and perfect 
1n its tendency, deſigning to make men 
truely vertuous and holy. 

If we view the rules which the beſt 
and moſt refined Moraliſts preſcribed, we 
ſhall finde much Braſs amongſt their 
Gold, many things exceedingly faulty, 
which, initead of forbidding, encouraged 
many foul vices. Thus concerning ple- 
ty towards God , what unbecoming 
thoughts did they entertain of him ? They 
changed ( as the Apoſtle to the Kowans 
obſerves) the glory of an incorruptible God 
"into an Image made like corruptible man, 
Rom. I. 23. and in thoſe moral duties 


were 


that concerned themſelves and others, it. 
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were eafie to ſhew- how miſerably they . 
failed: The famous Peripatetick plea- * 
ded for the revenging of Injuries ; The® 
divine Plato allowed the community of ' 
Wives : Theſtri& $toicks patronized the... 
lawfulneſs of Self-murther 5 and thus pro- 
feſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became 
ools. ct 

4 And yet (to the ſhame of Chriſtians ) ' 
how conſpicuous was the moral gallan- : 
try of the Romans / how famous and glo- 
rious are they eſteemed for their Juſtice, 
and Conſtancy in friendſhip by gll ſuc- 
ceeding ages | their vertue did conquer 
reſpe& and eſteem from their Enemies, 
and made them beloved by thoſe who 
feard their power. And here I cannot 
but take notice of St. A#guſtir's commen- 
dation of the old Romans : Becauſe God 
(ſays he) would not beſtow Heaven upon 
the Romans, they being Pagans , he be- 
ſtowed the Empire of the world upon them, 
becauſe they were vertuoms. | 

And yet the beſt rules thoſe Illuſtrious 
Hero's and Law-givers taught , are not 
comparable to the Laws of Chriſtianity, 
upon theſe three accounts. Firſt, the Pa» 
gan Law is deficient in many things, and 
many particular Laws mightily tend to 
the promoting of vice ; their Law-givers 


being, 
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being ignorant of. the introduQion of fin, 
never made any precepts againſt the- firſt 
motions to forbidden objects. Secondly, 
thoſe good Laws they taught, are more 
clearly revealed in the Goſpel, Which 
hath brought life and immortality to light. 
As the Goſpel commands onely fuch 
things that are good, and forbids onely 
vice ; fo it more conſpicuouſly manifeſts 
what is good, that we may do it, and what 
is evil, that we may evite it, The good 
Laws that Epaminondas 10 Thebes, Lycure 
gas im Lacedemor, and Ariſtidesin Athens 
taught, are in the Goſpel-Oeconomy more 
excellently confirmed; and we are now - 
undoubtedly ſecured , that we do well 
in obſerving what is commanded, and in 
abſtaining from what is prohibited; which 
Numa Pompilius , Marcus Antonins, and 
all the Law-givers either of Greece or | 
Rome, could never be fully aſcertained of. - 
Thirdly, we have better encouragements 
and inducements to obey the Goſpel- 
precepts than any ather Religion. pre- 
ſcribes. The beſt motive to vertue a- 
mong(t the Heathens was, that vertue is 4 
reward to it ſelf ; that it is the means to 
_becelebrated by after-ages, and ſuch like 5 
which were but inſignificant encourage- 
ments, if compared with the eternal and 
| uaſpeak- 
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unſpeakably glorious reward which Chri- j 
ſtianity holds forth , and thoſe ſevere--" 
threatnings by which it ſecures its Laws 3 * 


of which I ſhall ſpeak anon. 


As for the Moſaical Law, which, next + 
to the Chriſtian, 1s the moſt exact and in- 


comparable , there are three reaſons why 
it is not to be compared with, it being ſo 


| far exceeded by the Goſpel. Fzrſ#, the 


Moſaical diſpenſation is not unfitly cal- 


led by the great Apoſtle, 4 /aw of a car- 
wal commandment, Heb. 7. 16. and A Law 


which made nothing perfe@, v. 19s but 
the Goſpel, which is there called the brizg- 
ing in of a better hope, 1s more ſpiritual 
and refined 3 and Jeſws is ſaid to' be 2 
ſarety of a better covenant, v.22. Sothat 
we may argue as the Apoſtle in the 11th 
verſe of that cited Chapter doth : If there- 


fore perfe@on were by the Levitical Prieſt- 


hood, ( for under it the people received 
the Law) what further need was there that 
another prieſt ſhould ariſe 2 1 confeſs, the 
legal Sacrifices did ſhadow forth the ſa- 
tisfaction of Chriſt ; but yet I make no 


doubt but we may now underſtand the 


intent and meaning of all thoſe Types much 
better than they could. Secondly, the 
Ceremonial Law, as it was very barthen- 


ſome, ſo did it chiefly tend to make the 


obſervers 
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obſervers thereof externally righteous, 
and- did not ſo ſtrongly enforce the 
purifying of the heart. As for the Ado- 
ral Law , the Chriſtian rule as it does 
as ſtrily enjoyn it, ſo it does much more 
powerfully excite men to the performance 
of it , promiſing not a temporal but an 
eternal reward. - Thirdly, the Mofaical 
diſpenfation did indulge many practices 
which the Chriſtian rule juſtly condemns ; 
ſuch as Polygamy and-Divorce, and ſeve- 
ral marriages allowed by no other Law : 
and indeed the whole contexture of the 
Jewiſh Religion ſeems to be onely calcu- 
late as it did well correſpond with the 
humour and genius of that people, and 
could not therefore be a general Law, 
agreeing with, and well attemperate to 
the inclinations and humours of all Na- 
tions, as the Chriſtian rule is. 

Any man that ſhall compare the Jewiſh 
Religion with the Chriſtian, ſhall be eafi- 
ly convinced that this does more effeqtu- 
ally conduce to the purifying of #5 from 
all filthinefs both of the fleſh and of the 


ſpirit than the former; and that of all - 


the Schemes of Religion that ever were 


publiſhed, none does deſerve to be paral- 
lel'd with Chriſtianity ; nor can adopt to . 
them that noble character the great Apa-. 


{tle 
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ty of Holineſs. Chap.3. 


file gives of the Goſpel, Rome. 1. 16. That / 
#t is the power of God to ſalvation. | 
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CHAP. 111. 


Motives and inducements to the praFice : 


of Holineſs. 
| A*® the naked propoſal and repreſen- ; 


Mi 


tation of an excellent and beauti- 
ful objec, is motive enough to excite our - 
love, and draw out our affefions to it : * 
ſo methinks Holixef, which of all,things © 
is the moſt noble, moſt excellent, and the 
moſt lovely, ſhould, even abſtrated. from - 
the conſiderations of its utility and ad- 
vantages, conquer our eſteem, But God 
knows how much our depraved natures * 
in this lapſed eſtate ſtand in need of en- 
couragements to excite us to our duty 3 
and I with common experience did not 
make it too certain, that all motives are 
little enough to form us to Holineſs. F 
1: the former Chapters I have onely / 
laid a foundation to this: for I thought ' 
it fit to tell men what I underſtand by Ho- 
linefs, before I ſhould excite them to it. | 
In this dark age. of the world we want 
not inſtances ( God knows, too many) * 
of mens too frequent miſtaking vice for 
| vertue, _ 
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'  vertue; toprevent which errour, it was 
thought neceſſary to ſhew mea their du- 
ty 3 and having done this, the next thing 

| I propoſed, was to lay down ſeveral 'mo- 

- Bf + tives and inducements to engage men to 

the practiſe of Holineſs, ma ſolely 
upon this, that all thoſe endearing ar- 
guments that prevail with us to perform 
any duty or action relating to our ſecu- 


- - lar concerns, do more powerfully oblige 
= us to be holy. 4 
's This is, I confeſs, a ſubje& which fo 


its mobleneſs deſerves a better judge- 
ment, a more clear wit, and a more en- 
| Y livened andquick fancy to handle it than 
/ I can pretend to :'yet if I can but pre- 
Z vail with others to perfe& what I have be- 
F 7 gun, I ſhall not think I have much miſ-em- 
ploy'd my time in writing this Diſcourſe. 
This Chapter is like to be ſomewhat 
diſproportionable to the reſt in length, 
it being at firſt the onely -deſfigned ſub- 
je to be diſcourſed on; I ſhall therefore 
divide it into ſeveral Sections. | 


SECT. I. 
The noble pattern of Holineſs. 


The great inclination of Mankinde to 
Imitation, gave ground ( [doubt not ) 
to 


} 


to that old Maxime, Plas docent exempla 
quam precepta; our depraved natures are 
very apt to contemn Precepts, and to 
court forbidden objets : The tye of a 
Commandment is become ( by our in- 
creaſed guilt) too weak to binde us to 
our duty,and is madeas light of as Sampſon 


made of thoſe ropes with which he was 


bound before his locks were cut. But 
O what a ſecret and powerful influence 
have Examples on the ſpirits of men ! I 
have ſeen Servants and Children who 
have contemned Commands, yet ſhamed 
to their duty by- the Example of their 
Maſters and Parents. The courage and 
valour of a Captain, proves frequently 


more powerful to inſpirit inferiour Soul- | 


diers, than the moſt forcible injunctions 
and helps to make even cowards ſtout ; 
whileas a timorous Commander diſhear- 
tens the braveſt Souldiers, and by his 
flight will make them who feared no dan- 
ger turn their backs. : 


Common experience makes it paſt doubt, / 


that the patrociny and example of great 
men 1s enough to render any thing fa- 
{hionable. We daily. have proofs of this 
before our eyes : nay, ſo' powerful do ex- 
amples ſometimes prove, that not onely 
the ſilly modes and geſtures of men have 
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been imitated | but alſo their natural 
imperfetions; as Nero's wry Neck was at 
Rome. It is the Poet's obſervation : 


Regis ad exemplumtotus componitur orbis. 


Upon which account, I heartily with the 
Nobles and Great men of this age would 
i|luſtrate Holineſs by their examples ; and 
I doubt 'not but contemned Holineſs 
ſhould be as faſhionable as they have now 
made Vice by their patrociny. In ſacred 
Writ we read, that when the Rulers of 
Judah and Iſrael were religious, and ex- 
amples of Vertue, that the whole people 
imitated their footſteps, and worſhipped 
the Lord God of their Fathers : But 
when che Rulers became patrons of Vice, 
then the. whole people ſacrificed in the 
high places, and worſhipped their Calves 
at Daz and Bethel. DO 

It is indeed a caſe that well deſerves to 
be regretted with flouds of tears, that 
the footſteps of thoſe who tranſgreſs 
ſhould prove more efficacious and effe- 
cual, and have a greater influence on 
men, than the preſidents of good men : 
but more lamentable is it, that deſpiſed 
vertue lies like the contemaed aſhes on | 
the level, and has fo few to raiſe up its e- 
{teem by their examples. 
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And now, ſeeing Examples have fo 
much force, methinks I hear the Captain 
of our ſalvation ſaying, as Abimelek ſaid 
to the men that were with him, J»dg. 
9. 48. Make haſte, and do as T have done. 
Chriſt Jeſus hath by his example taught 
us our duty, I Pef. I. 15, 16. As hewhich 
hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all 
manner of converſation 5 becauſe it is ' 
written, Be ye holy as T am holy. Upon 
which account we are ſeriouſly exhorted | 
in Scripture to look unto Jeſus, and to 
walk as he walked; and can any gonſi- 
deration more abundaatly ſerve to in{pi- 
'rit and excite us to: live holy, than this ? 
Methinks our having ſo brave an example 
ſhould provoke us to follow his footſteps, 
who did no ſin,neither was guile found in 
his mouth. 

There are two chicf reaſons that great- 
ly prevail with us to imitate other exam- 
ples. Firſt, the dignity and greatneſs of 
the perſon. Secondly, Intereſt and ad- 
vantage. Now both theſe motives ſhould 
moſt powerfully prevail with us to make 

i. Chriſt the copy: of our lives: For firſt, 
if we conſider the dignity and worth of 
his perſon, is he not the Son of the li- 
ving God, who in the days of his humilia- / 

tion thought 7t no robbery to be called. 

equal . 
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equal with God 7 He was not a perſon of 
a mean and low extration, how meanly 
ſoever helived here, but one of extraor- 
dinary worth, who by partaking of hu- 
mane nature elevated it to the higheſt 
degree of honour : He was not onely the 
chiefeſt amongſt ten thouſands, but the 
delight of Heaven and Earth , before 
whom the Princes of the Earth mult ap- 
pear, and the great men, to give him an 
account of their- works. And as for D:- 
« tereſ#,1 ſhall afterwards make it plain, that 


we 1 nothing more croſs our advantage, 


than in walking contrary to Chriſt. 

But alas! how little are we moved by 
this noble preſident to minde Holineſs ? 
how ſeldom do we expreſs in our actions 
the vertues of our ſpiritual King ? although 
there is nothing more rational, more 'e- 
quitableand jult, than to follow his foot- 
ſteps who hath called us to his Kingdom 
and Glory; nothing. more honourable, 
nor can advance our happineſs more than 
- to be conform to the image of Chriſt ; yet 
in oppoſition to the moſt endearing' en- 
couragements, we have as much {et at 
nought his example, as Herod and his men 
of war did his perſon, Lyke 23. 11. Alas! 


what tears are ſufficient to expreſs and - 


ſet forth this exceeding great madneſs and 
ialolency ? E 3 Me- 


mma, 
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Methinks I hear our blefled Prince 
ſpeaking thus in his own vindication : Ye 
unwiſe and fooliſh ſons of men, how long 
will ye prefer 1mperfe& and ignoble pat- 
terns to one that is every whit perfect and 
compleat? In your ſecular concerns ye 
judge more rationally, prove a thoufand 

- times wiſer ; for who among(t you does 
not make diligent enquiry for the moſt 
exact pattern, that ye may conform what 
ye deligne according to it ? but in mat- 
ters of everlaſting moment, how careleſs, 
how negligent and fooliſh do ye prove ? 
If I had not been held forth as the moſt 
deſjrable copy, as a' pattern moſt accom- 

- modate to your ſtate, your caſe had been 
more tolerable z but fince you can pre- 
tend no rational excuſe for your rejecting 
of me, Behold, ye deſpiſers, wonder and 
periſh. | 
_ T confeſs, our bleſſed Prince performed 
many extraordinary and miraculous a- 

tions, \which could have no other author 
but one inveſted with omnipotency ; and 
although we cannot, are not required 
to {ct Chriſt as our preſident in theſe, as 
likewiſe 1a many other ſpecial actions he 
performed, as his faſting forty days, &*c. 

yet even theſe we are called to admire 5 

and muſt in ſo far tmitate, as they were 
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expreſſions of his great charity and kind- 
neſs to men, and of his truſt and depen- 
dancy upon his Heavenly Father. But as 
for thoſe moral actions he performed, we 
are extreamly culpable if we do not make 
him our pattern, if we walk not as he 
walked: And it 1s ſure the moſt unac- 
' countable thing that can be , to profeſs 
our ſelves to be his Diſciples, and to de- 
ſpiſe the leſſons he hath copied out to 
us. 

The whole life of Chriſt being one con- 
tinued lecture of Holineſs, preſents to our 
view a large field to diſcourſe upon : but 
my intended brevity will not allow me 
to mention all thoſe particular afions 
_ and vertaes of his, which we ought to 
imitate. I ſhall therefore contract my 
diſcourſe to thoſe more remarkable in- 
ſtances wherein we ſhould induſtriouſly 
endeavour to imitate the holy Jeſus in his 
ſpirit and aCtions :- and fure there cannot 
be a more powerful motive to form us to 
holineſs than his moſt excellent life, which 
is a pattern abſolutely perfe&, and de- 
ſigned as a fair copy after which we ſhould 
write. | 
Iz the firſt place, our blefled Leader 
( for ſo he is called, 1/a. 55. 4. ) hath by 
his precept, as well as his practice, enjoya- 
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ed us to learn meekneſs and humility of 
him, af. I1. 29. Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart. Throughout the 
whole courſe of his life he did evidence a * 
ſpirit full of calmneſs and quietneſs. If - 
we trace his footſteps from the Cradle to - 
the Croſs, we {hall not finde him either 
by his words or aftons diſcovering the 
| leaſt expreſſion of wrath, or revenge 3 
but the moſt admirable diſpoſition of + 
- gentleneſs and meekneſs, even then when 
his inſultiog Enemies endeavoured to caſt 
upon him the moſt ignominious afiwnts. 
Weread, Numb. 12.3. of Moſes his great 
meekneſs ; but how was he once and a- 
gain tranſported with paſſion ! but- ne- 
ver did our meek Jeſus, by the moſt in- . 
{ufferable abuſes he received, ever diſco- 
ver a diſcompoſed ſpirit. 1/a. 53. 7. He - 
Was oppreſſed, and he was afflited, yet he 
opened not his mouth : he is brought as 
- alamb ito the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep be= ©. 
fore her ſhearcrs is dumb, ſo he openeth not 
his mouth. He did indeed frequently 
meet with extraordinary provocations' to 
anger ; but yet how ſweet were his re- 
proofs ? when the Samaritans refuſed to 
,TEceive him, Lake 9. 53. he did not treat 
them with. contumelious ſpeeches, nor 
z£venge hjmſclt upon them, although he 
j - could 
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could have done it with eaſe ; but being 
deſired by his exaſperated Diſciples to cal 
for fire from Heaven to conſume them, he 
rebuked their revengeful motion with 
The Sort. of man is not come to deſtroy 
" mens lives, but to ſave them. It would 
be too prolix a buſineſs to inſtance the ſe- 
veral examples of his Gentleneſs and 
Meekneſs ; onely let us view the laſt ſcene 
of his life, where we ſhall behold. lively 
inſtances to confirm this. When he did 
finde his three Diſciples,” whom he had 
commanded to watch, ſleeping, he did 
not upbraid them for their negligence, 
| but gently aſks them, What, could not ye 
watch with me one hour £ and when he 
was treacherouſly accoaſted by his own 
Diſciple, who became leader to a great 
multitude' who came out with Swords 


and Staves to apprehend him,. with'what - 


aſtoniſhing mildneſs did he entertain this 
Traytor, who had the impudence to be- 
tray him with a kiſs ? Friend, wherefore 
art thou come £ Mat. 26.50. or, as another 
of the Evangeliſts expreſleth it, Judas, be- 
trayeſt thou the So:2 of man with a kiſs ? 
This was all the hard language he treated 
him with. And after he was apprehended, 
with what horrid contumehies and — 
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did his barbarous Enemies entertain him ? . 
they did ſpit in his face, and buffet him 5 - 
( the higheſt affronts imaginable ) they 
' ſtripped him of his ordinary cloaths, and * 


put upon him a fools robe and a Crown | 


of Thorns ; and being thus diſguiſed,they 


expoſe him to the mockery and contempt 


ol 
a. . 


of the SpeCtators: Notwithſtanding of all * 


which , he opened not his mouth ; but. 


with a moſt ſedate and ferene temper he re- 


ceived all theſe abuſes, as the Apoſtle Peter 


expreſſeth it, x Pet. 2. 23. When he was | 
reviled he reviled not again, when he ſuf- 


fered he threatned not , but committed 


himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſ- |? 


FY- ; : | 
Meekneſs, T confeſs, is ſo noble a ver- . 
tue, accompanied with ſo many admira- 


ble and charming advantages, that it needs 
(as one would think ) but few words to 
recommend it to men; but no argument 


is like to prevail more with generous / 


mindes, then the example of ſo excellent 


and perfe&ta Pattern. Sure I am, it is the 


moſt unaccountable thing imaginable, for 
the Diſciples of ſo meek a Maſter to be 
of a diſpoſition and temper quite oppo- 
ſite to his. 

Byt as his meekneſs, fo is his hamzlity 
alſo recommended to our imitation : As 


he | 
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he was of a meek, ſo alſo of a lowly ſpi- - 
rit, His firſt appearance upon earth was 


F butmean and deſpicable ; he was born 


(as the Scripture informs us) in a low 
eſtate, more fit for the meaneſt of his 
Diſciples, than for ſo great a Prince. He 
was not brought forth in ſome ſtately Pa- 
lace, nor born-in a Chamber curiouſly 
deckt , but in a vile Stable where the 
bruit beaſts had their reſidence. Nay, af- 
ter he had diſcovered himſelf by his Illu- 
{trious works 'to be a great Prophet, the 
true leſſiah who enlighteneth every one 
that cometh intothe world, yet how hum- 
bly did he walk ! his Companions he did 
chuſe were but mean Fiſhermen ; his Oc- 
cupation and Employment was no ways 
honourable ;z and his Revenues were but 
ſmall, as he himſelf did teſtifie, The foxes 
have holes, andthe birds of the air neſts; 
but the Son of man hath not where he may 
lay his head. : 

Although his. deſcent and extraQion 
was incomparably great, yet he rather en- 
deavoured to conceal than to brag of itz 
and ſo humble was he, that he choſe 
rather to attribute the praiſe of his admi- 
red works to his Father, than take the 
honour of .them to himſelf, Joh. 8. 28. 1 
do nothing of my ſelf, but as my F _ 
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hath taught me IT ſpeak theſe things. 
He was not ambitious of Rule and Go- 
vernmeat, but modeſtly refuſed to be a' 
Ruler and Judge. Nay, when the multi- 
tude thought to make him a Kmg, he. 
ſhunned their ſociety by an inviſible re-. 
moyal, it being quite contrary to his de-. 
ſfigne in coming into the world , ( as he 
tells us, Matth.-20. 28.) he came not to be. 
miniſired unto, but to miniſter. And to. 
correct the inſolent pride and ambition 
of his followers, how did he ſtoop to: 
waſh his Diſciples feet ! a moſt adryirable 
evidence of his lowlineſs of ſpirit. | 
And now ſince our great Lord and 
Maſter did ſo wonderfully debaſe himſelf 
to the form of a Servant ; ſince in all his 
_ ations he did manifeſt that he was meek 
and lowly, how prodigiouſly incongruous 
is it for thoſe who profeſs themſelves to 
be his Diſciples to be -proud and lof- 
ty ? , 
T confeſs, Humility 1s ,a grace well be- 
coming our'ſtate as creatures z we are but 
dependent beings,having life and motion, 
and all thoſe endowments we are proud 
of, from the Father of ſpirits, from whone 
every good gift cometh. The freſh com- 
munications of his love we conſtantly 
participate of, are freely beſtowed ; 'which 
| .he 
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he may therefore, when he thinks fit, with 
an equal freedom and eaſe remove, with- 
out being guilty of injuring us. 

Humility is that peculiar' grace: that 
qualifies-and fits us to receive the divine 
aid and aſſiſtance 3- as the Apoſtle St. 
James tells us, he gives grace to the hum- 
ble. Upon which account we may with 
the Wiſe man well conclude : Beffer is 
it to be of an humble ſpirit with the low- 
ly, than to divide the ſpoil with the proud, 
Prov. 16. 19. 

I qpubt not but every conſidering man 
will finde his own Reaſon ſuggeſt a ſuf- 
ficient ſtore of arguments to confute the 
1mperious aſſaults of Pride and Ambi- 
tion : but methinks none can more pow- 
erfully prevail with ingenuous ſpirits, than 
the conſideration of Chrilt's humility : - 
with this how effeCctually may he repel e- 
very temptation to pride, by ſaying, Was 
my Maſter lowly of ſpirit, and does it be- 
come me to be proud ? : | 

1hirdly, Chriſt is alſo ſet forth as our 
Pattern 1n his ſufferings : if wher .ye do 
well ( faith the Apoſtle) and ſuffer for 
it ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
with God 5 for even hitherto were ye cal- 

led : for Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving 
45 an example, that we ſhould follow bis 


ſteps, 


Seth. 
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Qacle,ſet at nought,ſpit upon, and ſmitten 


by unworthy worms, whom with a word : 


he could have eafily daſhed into nothing 3 


in a word , though he endured all that-+J 
malice could invent, ſuffered the worlt | 
of temporal evils, and became obedient 
to the curſed death of the croſs; yep not- - 
withſtandig, how patiently did he exdare 
* the contradi@ion of ſinners 2 how entirely | 
_ did he ſubmit to his Fathers Will? Al- * 
though he was extreamly ſenſible of the 


weight of his ſufferings, yet he did not 
in the leaſt evidence any revengeful mind 
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feps, &c.1 Pet. 2.20, 21, &c. Heb.12.1,2 
His patience under his ſufferings was very. I 
admirable : for although he was flouted * 

and contemned by his unworthy crea- *. 
tures, was expoſed to the baſe outrages / 
of ſcandalous ſinners, was made a ſpe- | 
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in the midſt of his extream tortures but 


{weetly recommended his ſoul into his 
Fathers hands. And now can any motive 


more effecually convince us to ſuffer pa- 


tiently ? 
But God knows how much we ſet at 


nought this preſident : fain would we 


enjoy a continual proſperity, a.life of eaſe, 
without the leaſt mixture or allay of trou- 


ble. When we meet with any thing that - 


imbitters our condition, like the murmur- 


my -; 
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ing 1ſraelites, we fret and repine, and 
our ſpirits begin 'to boil with rage and 
diſcontent 3 we cannot endure to have 
our pleaſures impaired, but Jonah-like 
we are diſcontented , and ready to. fay, 
we do well to be angry: we aggravate the 
moſt minute trouble with imagined cir- 
cumſtances 3 and are ready to ſlay, Cove, 
behold and ſee if there be any affli#ion 


{I /zke mine. And although we are aſſured 


that our repinings cannot remove or ligh- 
ten our burthen, cannot give us the leaſt 
eaſe qr relief; yet we never reſt till thoſe 
puddINd ſtreams be (tirred up. Ourgrum- 


| blings are almoſt inſeparable concomitants 


of our ſufferings 5 and it our Father 
ſmite us, we begin to accuſe his love and 
tenderneſs, notwithſtanding he hath in- 
ſtructed us that whoz he loveth he chaſten- 
eld - : | 
If we meet with reproaches, our .re- 
venge is on. the wing ; the leaſt affront 
kindles this unſanGified_ fire : No- argu- 
ments can tame our Fury ; no prefident 
proves efteCtual to form our Souls to true 
patience. If we drink of the waters of 
Marah,we complain of their bitterneſs,and, 
like fooliſh Children, think we are hardly 
dcalt with. ; | 
And although impatience-enflames ra- 
_ _ ther 


rr ca 
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' ther than allays the diſtemper, though it ; 
- augments the degrees of our trouble, and :: 
| cibnabdepus to bear the ſtroke of Adver- * 

ſity 3 yet we will not be perſwaded to a :! 
calm and quiet ſubmiſſion to the divine 
Will. Though impatience exaſperates |: 
the pain, yet we think we do well to be. 
' angry. If we meet with injuries, our ap-*: 
petite of revenge is ſtirred up; fl-f and 
bloud we ſay cannot endure ſuch affronts 5! 
we imagine it ſtains our Reputation and * 
' Honour in the world, and is degenerous 
and ſervile. + 
Thas do we ſew Fig-leaves to cover our 
nakedneſs; but the all-ſeeing God knows WI 
that all theſe repinings are arrows direfted * 
againſt his providence ; otherwiſe we. 
ſhould with the Royal Pſalmiſt ſay, 7 wi47 
not open my month , for thou didſ# it. 
'To this impregnable Fortreſs he had his : 
recourſe, when cauſlefly curſed and re-' 
viled by $himei«- it was this that ſilenced 
old El;, 1t is the Lord, let him do what | 
ſeemeth him good : he durſt not quarrel at : 
the meſſage, but quietly he ſubmits, There 
Is a ſecret providence which doth over- 
rule the moſt terrible accidents, and' is'not 
accountable to humane Reaſon. All thoſe. 
calamities and ſufferings we undergo, are 
ordered by infinite Counſel; and in re- / 
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pining at ſuch diſpenſations, we indire&- X 
ly blame Almighty Goodneſs and Wiſ- 
dome. | 

Ts it fit and congruous that God ſhould 
take meaſures from men in his Oeconomy 
of the World ? is it reaſonable that the 
whole courſe of things ſhould be put out of 
order,to ſatisfie every private mans humor ? 
can there be any greater madneſs, than to 
preſcribe rules of Government to infinite 
Wiſdome? Why then are we diſſatisfied 
with our adverſe ſtate? why do we repine 
and @mplain ? 
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r'2 If we did indeed compare our Mer- 
of cies with our Sufferings , our Receipts 
I with our Merits, or our Condition with 
et that of. ſome others, we could not but be 
/ convinced of our folly : but we ſtill pore 
, upon the ſore ; all our thoughts are taken 
s BY up and in exerciſe about our affliction : 
-' if we would deal rationally, let us view © 
d the ſufferings of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
14 and fee if we dare make a contrary con- 
t; cluſion to that of the Apoſtle, x Pex. 4. 1. 
e Foraſmuch then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for 
þ- #9 in the fleſh, let us arm our ſelves like- 
go wiſe with the ſame minde : He ſuffered 
e patiently and calmly for us; and it 'is but 


reaſonable that Servants' imitate 'their 
Maſter, and ſuffer the difaſters.they meet 
F with, 
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with, with the ſame 22i:de that he did ; 
that being thus made conform to our head, 
we may be alſo partakers with him of 
his joy. | 


'Tis indeed an unchilde-like behaviour, - 


to quarrel at the diſpenſations of onr 


| Heavenly Father : Alas! all we merit by 


our fins, is ſtripes and chaſtiſements 3 and 
it is of the Lords mercy that we are not 
conſumed : ſure many who have offended 
leſs, have been juſtly ſent to everlaſting 


barnings, do now dwell with devouring + 
flames ; and why ſhould a living man; com- '. 
plain 2 it were certainly more rational : 
to be humbled for the evil that occaſio- | 
[ned the rod, that our preſent miſery may ' 
not be the prelude to more laſting tor- 
ments. Nay, there is nothing that more 7 
offends God, that is more contrary tothe : 


pattern ſet before us, than to murmur and 
repine 3 let us therefore ſtudy to bear the 
reſemblance of our eldeſt-Brother, that 


our Heavenly Father may acknowledge | 


us for his Children. 


Tz thenext place, Chriſt's obedience to | 
the Will of his Father, is ſet forth as our' 


preſident ; and can any thing more pow- 
erfully perſwade'us to obediexce than'his 


example? which not onely diſcovers our 


duty, but alſo infpirits and enables us to} | 


perform? 
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perform it. Tf the marvelous pattern of 
Chriſt's entire obedience does not form 
our wills to do what God enjoyns; I 
ſcarce know any argument that will prove 
4 eftectual. | | 
= And now, how ſerious was onr Lord 
7 Chriſt indiſpatching that bufineſs his Fa- 
| ther intruſted him with ? The work that 
f his Father gave him to do he finiſhed it, 
| Joh. 17. 4. and he teftifieth of himſelf, 
4 That he did always thoſe things that plea- 
- 
Wi 


ſed his Father, Joh. 8.29. and that he might 
moregmphatically expreſs this, he tells us, 
Joh. 4- 34. My meat is to do the will of . 

J- him that ſent me, and to finiſh his work * 

y Þ} and indeed, in that hefo entirely refigned 

r- = the whole power of his WHl to his Father, 

re Not my will, but thy will be done, we have 

ne E themoſt unqueſtionable proof of his per- 

1d fet obedience. He was, as the great A- 

he poltle tells us, obedient to the death of the 

at | Croff, ſubmitted to- the moſt dreadful 

ge ' ſufferings, that he might inſtru&t us #o 

= keep bis commandments, even as he kept 

to | his Fathers commandments, Joh. 15. 10-- 

Zur | and that the ſame minde be in us that was 

w- | 77 him. | my 

But God knows how little we. regard , 

either his Precepts or Examples: for al- | - 

J though our great Maſter has made his 0- 
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bedience our rule, yet how ready are we 
to deſpiſe it, if in the leaſt it croſs onr 
humours or carnal intereſt? Alas! lietle 
do we conſider, that obedience 1s eflen- - 
tially neceſſary in order to our ſupream 
happineſs; and that torments , as ſevere 
and intolerable as they are laſting, are the | 
' lot of the diſobedient. 
. It were to be wiſhed that the rebelli- | 
ous poſterity of Ada would but ſeri- | 
ouſly ponder what they will be able to 
ſay in the great day of Audit. Sure I am, 
the whole Contexture and Harmapy of. 
the divine Precepts and Dodctrines are e- 
quitable and juſt, and therefore call for | 
our hearty compliance with them. The * 
wiſe God never iſſued out any Command 
which could not be obeyed ; he is not * 
like the Zgyptian'Task-maſters, to require 
Brick while there' is no Straw. Nay in- 
deed our duty and intereſt are coupled to- 
gether ſo cloſely, that if we diſobey and 
" rebel, we may thank our ſelves for the - 
miſery we have choſen. . 
And as his. Obedience is ſet before us 
for imitation, ſo is his Love, Charity, and. 
Compaſſion alfo. His whole life was ſpent 
in doing good to men : how tranſcendent. 
1s his love in pitying us in- our degene- 
Tate and forlorn eſtate? when we were at / 
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odds with Heaven, and incapable to help 
our ſelves, then,even then, did he commi- 
ſerate our. caſe, and by his own Blood:re- 
conciled us to the Father. It is the grea-» : 
teſt demonſtration of. love «maginable, 4 
for 2 man to lay down his life for his : 
friend, Joh. 15. 13. and yet more won- 
derful was the love of our Redeemer in 
paſſing through ſo many cruel ſufferings 
for us, who! were but Rebels and Enes 
nemies. ' O how ſhould'the remembrance 
of his boundleſs  compaſlions tranſport 
andgaviſh us with love? how ſtrange is 
1t, tat the higheſt endearmeants of: Love 
have notiinflamed our ſpirits, and made 
Love mutual and reciprocal? : : 
Love is a moſt excellent affettion, of a 
noble original, by which we reſemble the 
beſt of beings 3 'the great God being by 
the beloved Diſciple deſcribed tobe Love: 
_ andindeed well does this deſcription:ſute 
| with' his dealings with::men. But alas ! 
s how unlike'are-we. tb God ir in this? there 
is ſcarce any duty more' frequently: jncul- 
cated by our Srions than- Love, John 
I5. 12. This is my commandment, that 
ye love” one another as IT have loved 
you's and: yet how little efficacy has either 
his precept or example with us ? 


Bleſſed Redeemer ! how unworthy. do 
F. 3 im- 


—S_m_ 


70 


The beauty of Holineſs. Chap.3' 


—— 


impure Earth-worms requite thy love? 
thou haſt not been wanting to conquer 
our affeftions, and to inflame our frozen 
hearts with love to thee, and to our 
Neighbours alſo : Thy Life and Death 
comprehend the moſt endearing arguments 
imaginable ; -and yet well maiſt thou aſk 


- us as once thou didft Peter, Love you we? © 


but God knows there are but. a very few 
who can unfeignedly fay as this Diſciple 
did; Lord, thou kroweſt that .T love a 
We can remember: all thy ſorrows with- 
out: tears , and look upon thy agpnies 
with an unconcerned eye: We can'view 


thee in the Garden, when grief and pain 


made thee ſweat drops of bloud, and be- 
hold thee as thou ftood(ſi accuſedias a Male- 
factor before Plat, as thou wert contem- 
ned; ſcourged , and derided by impure 


wortns, and moſt ſpitefully repreſented in 


a fools habit : we:can aſcend Mount Cal- 
wary, and contemplate thee as enduring 


the moſt. ſhameful} death. of the Croſs, and 


hanging betwixt two Thieves, and all 
this time have Adamantine hearts , which 
receiveno impreſſion. - Bleſſed Redeemer ! 


come, touch theſe heartsof-ours; that they 


may be overcome with love, that our. wills 
and affeQions may be perfeftly moulded 
according to thy pleaſure, .. . | 


® 


Sure / 
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Sure if we had any ſparks of Genero- 
ſity or common Jngenuity, we could not 
thus deſpiſe ſo much love: The very 


Publicans ( who were reputed the worſt 


of men ) ye# loved thoſe that loved then : 
And it hath evea inthe moſt degenerate 
times been reckoned the higheſt baſeneſs 
to contemn BenefaCtors ; yet more bru- 
tiſh are we become than theſe,and may ve- 
ry fitly beranked in a Category-inferiour 
to that of bruits: For the Aff ( as ſacred 
Writ tells us) kroweth his maſters crib, 
and ge Ox his owner, Ila. 1. 3. The ve- 
ry beaſts in their own manner expreſs -a 
kinde of love to their BenefaQorsz and 
yet although our Redeemer hath made 
our peace by his bloud on the Croſs, and 
hath reverſed that ſentence of Damnation 
paſſed upon us 3 although he hath endu- 
red the greateſt diſhonour and pain ima- 


ginable, that we might be delivered from 


the wrath to come,” yet this unparalleled 


kindneſs, the greateſt endearment of love, 


hath not had the kindly effe&t toquicken 
our dead and benummed hearts, but like a 
lifeleſs carkaſs we remain inſenſtble with- 
out the leaſt return of love. 

And indeed it can ſcarce be well expe- 
Qed that the example of his love to us 


F 4 ſince 


ſhould engage us to love one another, 
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" finceit hath produced ſo lietle love 1n us 
to himſelf. But however, I need not take 
much pains to prove that hereby we de- 
moaltrate our ſelves to be of all men the 
moſt ungrate, and juſtly lableto the ſeve- 
. reſt puniſhntent ever inflicted upon the 
Lreareſ criminal. 

It would be too prolix to enumerate 
'the ſeveral inſtances wherein Chriſt is ſet 
forth as qur Pattern - {ure 1am,he hath by 
his example taught. us the exerciſe of all 
vertues;z and 1 may ſay ( as himſelf faid in 
another caſe ) If we know theſe things, 
happy are we if we do them. 

To (um: up this Section, it will not be * 
amiſs to obviate an Objection, which is in- 
deed but very trivial, although it be too 

commonly urged : the-Objection 1s, How 
as it poſſible for men to conform to Chriſs, 
.and be holy as he is holy? Anſ.1 have alrea- 
dy told, that it is not expected that we 
ſhould imitate our blefled Redeemer in 
all and every. af thole actions he perfor- 
med : but 1n all thoſe moral duties which 
he hath enjoyned by his righteous pre- 
cepts, and encouraged us by his example 
to periorm, theſe we muſt by no means 
negle& : and to manifeſt the poſſibility of 
doing thelc, we may ſatisfie oun ſelves: by 
"viewing the pious and deyout lives of 
primitive 
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primitive Chriſtians. Itis a great-miſtake 
tothink we are commanded to a rigorous 
and ſtri& converſation which cannot be 
attained ; the faithful in former ages have 
run the ſame race that is ſet before usz 


| they have fully enough cleared the pofli- 


bility of our duty: Wherefore ſeeing we 
alſo ( as the Apoſtle argues ) are compaſ- 
ſed about with ſo great a clond of witneſ- 
ſes, let ma lay aſide every weight, and the 
ſin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and let un 


run with patience the race that is ſet be- 


fore g@, Heb. 12. 1. For ſhame, let us ra» 
ther | Town the excellent holineſs of pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, than the impure pra- 
Ctices of thoſe who are ſtrangers from the 
ſacred Covenant. 

0.the perfe& love and imitable kinde- 
nef3 of the firſt profeflors of the Goſpel ! 


' What purity , -what-integrity and inho+ 


cence appeared in their lives? how raviſh- 
ing and ſplendant were their vertues and 
gtaces; their Patience in — their 
Courage and Magnanimity in death, their 
Temperance and Moderation, their Cha- 
rity and Gompaſhon, their Equality and 


Juſtice, and their Contempt ofthis World: 


and all earthly concerns for the ſake and 
honour of their Mafter> Theſe were the 


made 


vertues they were adorned with, which 


made the Heathen world , who hated the 
Dodrine they profeſſed, yet eſteem and 


reverence them. Borws vir Cajus Sejus, 
ziſt Chriſtians. br: 
SECT. 2. 
Holineſs the condition of fyture Happi- 
' meſs. | 


The deſire of Happineſs is fo natural to 
all that partake of humane nature, - that 


it can no more be ſeparate from it than 


heat can be from fire. *Tis true, the: mi+ 
ſtakes concerning happineſs are as nume- 
rous as dangerous ; every one 1n this-cor- 
rupt ſtate is apt to frame a happineſs which 
beſt ſuits his inclinations : but yet there 
is no man ſo devoid of reaſon, who doth 
not deſire to be happy; although indeed 


there be but a few 'who make uſe of the 


right means to attain to'true felicity. 
Daily experience puts it beyond doubt, 
that a carnal and fiitious felicity is by 
the unwiſe ſons of men purſued with the 
moſt indefatigable pains and induſtry pol- 
ſible. Now how ſtrange, to amazement, ls 
it.to think, that men ſhould be fo ſedulous 
in huntingaſter afancied felicity, and yet 
ſonegligent,fo careleſs and unconcerned a- 
bout a real happineſs which is both ſatis- 
fving and laſting ? 
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| But not to digreſs; that which Iamnow 
to urge, 18: 'fince happineſs is that which 
excites men to perform any thing chear- 
fully in order to the attaining of it , how 
mightily ſhould the expeCtation: of a fu+- 
ture felicity induce them to the practice 
of Holineſs? for betwixt the two our 
blefled: Saviour has made an infeparable 
connexion , Aatth. 5. 8. Bleſſed are the 
pure in ſpirit, for. they ſhall ſee God: and 
indeed it is the height of folly and mad- 
neſs, for impure wretchestoi'expe&t they 
ſhall he partakers of te inheritance of the 
Saint? of light; tor as the Apoltle tells 
us, There ſhall in no wiſe enter" into it any 
thing that defileth, Rev. 21. 27.  Holt- 
neſs is the eſtabliſhed condition, of happi- 


neſs; Heb. 12. 14: Without holinefs no man 


ſhall ſee God. Hence is it that all the pro- 
miſes-:concerning_- our future felicity are 
onely made to thoſe men who parifie 
themſelves from all filthineſs -of the fie 
and ſpirit; and the great defigne of them 


1s fo encourage us to Holineſs;upon which . 


account St. Paul draws a very preſling in- 
ference; 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefore theſe 
promiſes, (of which he ſpake in the fore- 
going Chapter) /et ws cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſs of the and. ſpirit, 
perfe@ting holineſs in the fear of Go a 
"in ere 
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There 1s nothing more certain, than that 
onely holy ſouls are ina capacity of par- 
' ticipating of that future felicity 5 and 
theſe may without the leaſt charge of pre- 
ſumption claim an intereſt in it : But for 
thoſe vitious wretches , who are wholly 
polluted, who have devoted themſelves 
- to commit fin with greedineſs, and” take 
pleaſure in doing, evil 3: how utterly in- 
capable are they. ( ifthey continue ſuch) 
to dwell in his preſence, who is not a God 
that taketh pleaſure in wickedneſi? 

And now ccing'there-is ſuch an pjaſepa- 
rable connex1on between Happindi and 


Holineſs, 1t- cannot be amiſs if we take a 


ſhort yiew of the excellency of this cce- 
leſtial felicity, that. it may more'plaialy 
appear what a notable encouragement and 
motive.it is to holineſs, | 


There be two things that forcibly re-_ 


commend: the excellency 'of that future 
ſtate of bliſs, . Firſt, .A-perfe& freedom 
and: immunity from all: evils. . And Se- 
-coxdly, a perpetual enjoyment of the chief 
good. | 
Firſt, it is. a bleſſedneſs wholly exempt 
from evils whether of ſenſe or loſs ; 'tis a 
happineſs attended with no inconvenien- 
cies, nor diſmal circumſtances, as the hap- 
pteſt ſtate here is; we now walk 1n the 


midſt 


| dangers our continual fears : our com- 


z face toface, 1 Cor. 13. 12; they ſhall, *as 
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midſt of perplexing doubts- and fearss 
temptations increaſe our inquietudes, and 


plaints are by far more namerons than 
our joys3z nay, what is our whole life, bat 
a'ſcene where ſorrow and fears a& their 
parts! Afar that is born of a woman is of 
few days,and full of evil. 
' But our future bleſſedneſs quite ex- 
cludes all thoſe evils; there is nothing ad- 
mitted to imbitter that pleafant ſtate, 
Rev. 21. 4. And God. ſhall wipe away all 
tearn from their eyes, and there ſhall be 
no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, 
neither ſhall there be any more pain; for 
the former things are paſſed away. - The - 
holy foul ſhall then no more complain of 
any dolorous hours; the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem is a place unacquainted with every 
thing that is uneafie and troubleſome. 
And yet this 1s but the leaſt part of the 
Saiats felicity : for as they ſhall enjoy. a 
erfect freedom from evil, ſo ſhall they al- 
o be advanced to the fulleſt fruition of 
that God, where all the ſtreams of good- 
neſs do finally empty themſelves: Bleſſed 
are the pure in ſpirit , for they ſhall ſee 
_ God, M-tth. 5. 8. They ſhall ſee him, not 
as. now through a Glaſs darkly, but then 
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the Angels in heaven, always behold the 
fate of their Father, Matth. 18. 10. in Al 

' ._ whoſe preſence ( as the Pſalmiſt aſſures 'Y M 

us) # fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right g 
hand are pleaſmres for evermore , Plal. } cl 
I6. 11. O the unſpeakable delectability lo 
of the Saints future ſtate! where the mol# hi 

- bleſſed God ſhines forth in bis Glory, }| at 

where the beams of beauty raviſh the be- - 
holders, who ſtand continually in his pre- {| h: 


ſence receiving the manifeſtations of his F T 
Glory! | J tt 

Syre if the faint expeQation of qnjoy- In 
ing the company of vertuous men in their i 
fancied Elyzium, did inſtigate ſome Hea- } w 
'thens to imitate their vertues 5; how much | vu: 


' more perſwaſive ſhould the heavenly Je- || #4 
ruſ/zlem, and the City of the living God '}| to 
be ? where the holy Soul ſhall be admit- t 
ted to converſe with an innumerable com- be 
pany of holy Angels, and taken into the } V: 
bleſſed Soctety and Church of the firſt- | Fo 
born;z where all thoſe imperfeQtions that F, 
imbitter our communion here, are remo- fr 
ved: where the holy Soul ſhall ſee Je/#z w 

the bleſled Mediator of the new Covenant, d! 
Heb. 12. who ſuffered ſo much for fin- 
ners, now fitting in glory and majeſty 3 

| not crowned (as once he was) with fhorws, 
|, nor wearing a prrple robe; — 
g1 
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his head the moſt tranſplendent Diadem, 
and cloathed with Majeſty and Beauty. 


'Y Methinks the thoughts of beholdiag this 


glory, and participating of ſo: much feli- 
city, ſhould excite the moſt lazie to fol- 
low Holineſs, and to walk worthy of 
him who hath called us to his Kingdom 

and glory. | 
But 1 confeſs I am not able to expreſs 
half of the glory of that future felicity : 
The bleſſed Apoſtle ſeems to intimate, 
that all Hyperbolical expreſhons fall ſhort 
in deffribing it, 2 Cor. 4; 17. where he 
ſtiles it, 4 far avore exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory : and 1 Cor. 2. 9. he tells 
us, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
therehath it entred into the. heart of mar 
to conceive what God hath pepared for 
thoſe that love him. For although we may 
be aſſured that the reward 1s of infinite 
value, and that #he righteows ſhall ſhize 
forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their 
Father : yetthe molt glorious part is hid 
from the eyes of viators; 'tis onely thoſe 
who taſte the Honey-comb that can beſt 
diſcover its ſweetneſs. 
And yet it is prodigiouſly ſtrange that 
the imperfect glance of future Glory that 
men may here behold, is fo ineffectual to 
form them to Holineſs; that men yoke 
"Ln 
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' know they may be for ever happy, if they 
would ſtudy and endeavour to be holy in :; 
all manner of converſation, yet live as if _ 
they thought ſuch a happy ſtate not wor-. 
thy to be noticed. | 

I confef,, if the faithful and true God. . 
had not promiſed this ſtate of bleſſednefs, 
' and diſcovered by revelation the truth 
and reality of it,we could never have drea- 
med of partaking of ſo much happineſs. 
The Heathen world could never be aſcer- 
tained ( by Natures dim light) that the - 
Soul is beyond all doubt immortf, and 
that there is a future ſtate of rewards and * 
puniſhments. - The wiſeſt of their Philo- * 
ſophers, by their moſt laborious ſearch, - 
were exceedingly confuſed *'in their 
thoughts 'about 1t, and could at the moſt: * 
onely entertain ſome probable gueſles and 
conjefures, founded upon moral argu- ' 
ments, which could never perfe&tly con- | 
quer their doubts : They did indeed think 
it was very reaſonable to believe that God 
( who is holy, juſt, and good) would in 
another life (ſince he did it not in this) 
reward good men, and puniſh the bad ; 
but they could not be, beyond all doubt, 


_ - aſcertained that it would be ſo. The moſt 


celebrated Socrates, who parted with'this 
life in expectation of a better, plairily-foll 
. his: 
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his Friends, it was God onely who knew 
whether there were a future felicity or 
not ; much leſs could either he or any 
other, without revelation, diſcover the 
nature and quality of the bleſſedneſs of 
that future ſtate. And indeed, although 
they entertained ſome 1mperfe& notions 
of a future life of bliſs for the-Soul, yet 
they never thought of the reſurreQtion of 
the Body : although 'tis true, the felicity 
they formed, was more congruous by far 
to ſatisfie ſenſual appetites than rational 
Soul: the Poets E/yzinm being much of 
the ſame nature with the Mahometar Pa- 
radiſe , exatly accommodated to their 
fleſh and ſenſes. 

Iz theſe thick clouds of darkneſs and 
Ignorance did the wiſeſt of the Heathens 
walk : Exceedingly perplexed they were 
what to think, their doubts being greater . 
than their hopes. But the ariſing of the 
Sunſhine of Righteouſneſs hath wholly 
diſpelled all that darkneſs; the Goſpel 
hath brought life and immortality to light, - 
2 Tim. 1. 10. and hath undoubtedly affu- 
red us that there is a reward for the-Righ- 
teous, and that Holineſs ſhall be crowned 
with-Happineſs. 


Go.  guret.” 
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PACT. -3- 


Holineſs the onely ſafe way to eſcape the 


wrath to come. 


— 


and repugnant to Humane nature, that 
nothing imaginable is of more force to 


conquer the unruly wills of men to duty, - 
Hence is it, that even humane Laws are ' 


much more ſecured by puniſhments than 


rewards : Therefore if the promiſe of 
Heaven be not forcible enough togrork 
upon our rebellious Wills, we have a Map : 
of eternal and intolerable torments to - 
excite our fear, and to affright us from the * 
commiſton' of thoſe fins that lead down 


to the chambers of death ; and that drawn 


ſo exatly, that it is the greateſt miracle, | 
that men will notwithſtanding (light Ho- * 
lizefs, which is the onely means, to evite 


theſe laſting'tortures. 

Tz ſacred Writ, the torments of the 
damned are repreſented by ſuch terrify- 
ing expreſſions, that it is a wonder they 


impreſs not a fear and terrour upon the 
, moſt daring ſinner. The Apoltle St. Jade 


deſcribing Hell, calls it, The vengeance of 


eternal fire, and the blackneſs of darkneſf. 
for ever, Jude 7, 13. And the Apoſtle: 
; © | St, Jun 


Fear is a paſſion ſo extreamly violent, 
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St. John calls it, A lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone, Rev. 20. 10, I5- Our Saviour 
more emphatically deſcribes it to be 
fire that can never be quenched, and where 
the worm diethnot, Mark 9. 46, All which 
phraſes do moſt ſignificantly expreſs the 
ſeverity and intolerableneſs of the tor- 
ments: for what puniſhmene is (o terri- 
ble as that of Fire ? and how unſpeak- 
ably does it inhance the miſery, in that it 
Is eternal? and that too, as inflifted by 
an offended God , who is executing his 
venggance upon ſinners. 
Would God finners would ſeriouſly 


,conlider whether they are able toendure 


the eternal pains of a gnawing Conlci- 
ence ? or can PRnnny dwell with devou- 
ring Flames? Whether the momentary 
pleaſures of fin, are to be balanced with 
thoſe furious refle&ions, thoſe ' horrid 
ſtings and intolerable tortures the damned 
ſuffer day and night, where nothing of 
life remains but the ſenſe of pain ?-- Alas! 
will no argument prevail with men 2 how 
amazing is it to think that the everlaſting 
God has uſed all the' methods of love to 
excite men to Holineſs, and to reclaim 


them from ſin, and all to no purpoſe ? 


May I not well ſay to ſuch men,as'St. Paal 
ſaid tor the Galatians, Unwiſe ſinners, who | 
hath bewitched you £ G 2, Did 


2 
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Did men ſeriouſly believe the threat- 
nings'of the Goſpel, I am ſure they would 
not, for the fulleſt enjoyment of carnal 
felicity, run the hazard of dwelling with - 
everlaſting burnings. That man that ſo- 
berly conſiders , that the wrath of God 
# revealed from Heaven againſt all ungod- 


| lineſs and unrighteouſneſs- of men, will, I 


think, eaſily be ſcared into reformation, 
and be thereby excited to be diligent in 
the purſuit of ſubſtantial Holinefs, which 
is the ſafe courſe vo eſcape that wrath. 


Alas ! that men who are ſo.wiſe and 


diligent in their ſecular concerns, thould - 
prove ſo fooliſh, ſo remiſs and careleſs in * 
matters of the greateſt weight, and which 
require, the utmoſt diligence! That ra- 
tional creatures. ſhonld fo willingly pur- - 
chaſe their own miſery, and be at ſo much 
pains to damn themſelves ! *'Twill ſurely 
be an aggravating circumſtance of their 
miſery, to think that they might have 
been happy,it they had but taken as much 
pains to live holily, as they took in the 
purſuit of- finful pleaſures. How aſto- 
niſhing a conſideration will it be to the 
damned, to think of their treading un- 
der foot the Son of God, and their coun- 
ting the blood of the Covenant whereby they 
were ſanift d,an unhboly thing? Heb,10.29. 
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to think, that the time was, when they 
enjoyed not onely a poflibility , but a 


fair probability alſo of eſcaping the fury 


and indignation of God |! 
But men will not believe that a merci- 
ful God will thus torment his creatures 3 


that he who delights not in the death of 


ſinners, will execute, his vengeance upon 


them. Alas! what deluſory imaginations 


are theſe? for although fury ix not in 
God, yet his honour: calls for the ex- 
ecution- of Juſtice upon ungodly fin- 
nerspvho obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus. Hehas waited long upon 'fianers, 
and has fully teſtified that he is a God 
long ſuffering, and flow to wrath : He 
has not-inſtantly reſented every injury 


| offered to him;. but day from. day has 
been intreating ſinners to turn from: the. 


evil of their ways: and now ſeeing #bey 
ſet at nonght all his counſel, and will not 
hearken to. his reproof , what wonder is 
it though he laugh at their calamity, and 
mock when their fear cometh 2 Prov. 1. 
25, 26. How. heavy is that threatning, 
Dent. 28. 63. As the Lord rejoyced over 
you to dp you Good: ſo the Lord will re- 

Joyce over you to deſtroy you ?. 
 Tocompleat the miſery of the damned, 
beſides the intolerable and eternal pains 
| G3 they 
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cy with impure 


they endure, we may alſo adde that ' ce- 
leſtial felicity they are for ever excluded 
from. How tormenting will it be to think 
of an everlaſting ſeparation from the di- 
vine Prefence , and.inſtead of a holy So- 
ciety , to keep a continual correſponden- 
Spirits? s , 

Would God that this brief diſcovery of 
the powers of the world to come, might 
prevail with men ta.be holy in all manner 
of converſation.” ;::, 

Byt methinks I hear the over- zealous 
Profeſſor too ignorantly objectingg that 
it 15 ſervile , mercenary, and legal, to be. . 
holy for love of Heaven, or fear of Hell. *; 
Truely if-it were {© as theſe men teach, I 
know not what can be the intent and de- _ 
ſigne of all-the promiſes and threatnings 
of the Goſpe],. And although I queſtion 
not but it is a generous and'Chriſtian 
principle, to ſerve. God ont of pure YJove ; 
.yetI can never be induced to think, that 
to be holy for love of Heaven and fear of 
Hell, can be ſeparate'from that principle 
*Oof love to God, | F 

God knows how- much in need* men 
ſtand, both of arguments to- wgrk upon 
their þope and fear, to excite them to 
duty. And fince he who knows: our na- 
tures, has uſed promiſes to allure us, and - 

pane 2s threat- 
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threatnings to awaken us, we muſt not 
pretend to. be wiſer than God, and reje& 
thoſe motives he has thought fit to pre- 
ſcribe ; and indeed, if it were not-for the 
fear of evil, and the hope of good, 'tis to 
be feared, the preſſing of other motives 
ſhould be but a mere beating of the 
Air. | [? | 

But that this is not ſervile and merce- 
nary, needsno other argument to prove it, 
but our Saviour enduring the Croſs, and 


deſpiſing the Shame, for #he joy that was 


nou 
nents. 


ſet Yor him; a Scripture ſufficient e- 


i $ECT. 4- 


Holineſs the main deſigne of the Goſpel, aud 


* the end of all Chrifts ſufferings. 


-* SubjeFs \who know the intent and 
deljpne of thoſe Laws iſſued forth by their 
Prince, will: be loath to contemn his Au- 
thority, eſpecially when the whole intent 
of theſe is to make them by their obe- 
dience the more happy; and ſure'tis the 
moſt unaccountable thing that can be, 'if 
they notwithſtanding deſpiſe his Laws, and 
quite counter-a@ his defigne. 
Now the main deſigne- of the Chriſtian 
G 4 precepts, 


to ſtop the:mouths of all oppo- 
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| "Precepts, is the promoting of Holineſs, 


and planting a good life 1n men: This al- |; 


ſo was the anely intent of our Sovereign 


and Law-giver; and it is certain the whole * 


advantage redounds tous. How impious 
then is it to deſpiſe th& Authority of Hea- 
ven? If God had made Holineſs a-matter 
| of jndifterency, the want of ſuch a qualifi- 
cation had not been criminal : but fince 
ſacred Writ has declared, That this is the 
will of God, : even our ſan#ification, and 
that we muſt be holy as he 3s holy; if we 


rebe], the indignity and contempt we caſt 


upon him, is inſufferable. 


T have already (hewed,that it is the great | 


deſign of the Goſpel-precepts, Promiſes, & 
- Threatings, to exalt Holineſs. Hence the 
Apoſtle very aptly calls it, 4 doGrine accor- 
_ ding to godlineſi : and hetells us, that the 
deſign of it is,fo teach men to deny ungod- 
lineſs and worldly laſts, and'to live ſober- 
.ty, righteonſly, and godly in' this preſent 
world : and the charadter of its nature 
is, to turn men from darkneſs tolight, and 
from the power of Satan to Ged, that they 
may receive forgiveneſs of ins,ewd an inhe- 
ritance among them that are ſan@ified by 


faith in Chriſt. | 


T wiſh the Mc& were anſerable to the | 
fdefigne. I doubt not but the Goſpel has | 
T had | 
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had a kindly influence upon ſome, to form 
them to Holineſs, I would fain wiſh upon 
all : But alas! the perverſe and:corrupt con- 
verſations. of men plainly tell 'us , that 
- there are but a few who have anſwered: 
its deſigne. FR | | 

In the next place, it were eafie to de-: 
monſtrate, that to plant Holineſs amon 
men,. was the.end of Chriſts deſcendin 
from Heaven to Earth, and of all that he 
ſuffered. This the Apoſtle plainly enoug 
holds forth, Tit. 2. 14. He gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and puriſie unto: himſelf a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works. Now 
' what argument ſhould beſo powerful and 
prevalent to: engage Chriſtians to be uni- 
verſally holy, as the due-confideration of 
Chriſt's redeeming them for that end? 

Mer who are indu'd with any ſparks of 
ingenuity, cannot but be infpirited ta be 
ſeparate from the pollutions of- this world, 
when they refle& what: their Redeemer 
hath ſaffered in oder to the purchaſing of 
their pardon and reconciliation : For 
when poor Man had caſt himſelf headlong 
from Heaven to Earth, had loſt his priſtine 
purity, and ſubjugated himſelf to the cru- 
e] tyranny and dominion of ſin ; in-this 
deplorable ſtate | being utterly unable -a 

TOY : help 


— Sy 
>," NR 


HO 


go 


a. 


arent , 
The beauty of Holineſs. Chap. 3- 


pn IE 


— 


help himſelf"! our blefſed Lord redeemed' 


us from our'captivity, by offering up him- 
felf a ratffom' eo ſatisfie; divine Juſtice 5 
and all this, that we might walk in new- 
neſs of life.- And now what ingratitude 
is it to deſpiſe ſo much love ? Sure, If he 
that deſpiſed Moſes law died without mer- 


: £y, of how'much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he 
be thought worthy, who hath trodden'un- © 
_ der foot the Sor of God, and hath counted © 


#he Blond of the Covenant wherewith he 
was ſantified an nnboly thing £ Heb. ro. 
28, 29. ER 4 

He muſt certainly be of :a very ble and 
diſingenuous ſpirit, who-takes pleaſure in 
fin, wheq he confiders how. dearly Chriſt 
paid for it, 'Hath he been. at fo much 


pains, undergone ſuch diſmal ſufferings to | 


urchaſe our peace, and will we not- 
withſtanding - fruſtrate his defigne ? how 
ſtrange to + %r>—page 1s this, that men 
ſhould prefer captivity to freedom ? 


© Alas! i81t not enough that our bleſſed 


Maſter was fo barbarouily. and defpiteful- 
ly uſed by the Jews and Roman Soul- 


diers, but muft.we be allo  Aﬀors. in the. 
Tragedy, and by our fias crucifie him a- 


gain ?.- | | 


*.Did:he'not idie that we might live? | 
and ſhall we ſpend our life in offering 
TRIS deſpite | > 
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deſpite unto him 2 Strange, that ſo:much 
madneſs ſhould lodge in the breafts of any 
into whom God hath breathed the breath 
of life! . -1'0  2rc77 | 
. T might here alſo adde, that it is a con- 
temning, and offering of the greateſt de- 
ſpite to tHe Holy: $pirit, to deſpiſe Holi- 
neſs : for upon this-account- is the third 
perſon of the bleſſed Trinity called the 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe | his peculiar office is 
to enable us to perfarm holy actions : now. 
if we continue in our rebellion; if we 
at bags offers of grace, and the:internal 
- motions of the Spirit to Holineſs, we do 
hereby become guilty of quenching the 


Spirit of God, and offering deſpite unto 


him 5 which 1s fo horrid a piece of villa- 
ny, that Heaven threatens it with the ſe- 


verelt torments. - ' + | 


SECT. 5. 


Holineſs the mot proper and effeFual means 
for attaining length of days. 


Of all outward and temporal bleſlings, 
length of days hath juſtly the precedency, 
fince. without this all others can' afford 
little or-no comfort : The poſſeſſion and 
enjoyment of other mercies, can beftow 
20 ſatisfaction to men lying on their _ 
= | oO 
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of languiſhing : nay, there is no comfort, 
| be it never ſo great, but men would wil- 
lingly quit with, to acquire this. Now 
ſince this is above all things ſo univerſal- 
ly deſired, it cannot but very much en- 
hance the value of Holineſs, to demon- 
ſtrate that there is nothing ſo proper, nor 
- more effectual to procure length of days 
than this. 

Iz order to my proving of this, I ſhall 
firſt make it plain from Scripture, that 
length of days is due to holy men by ver- 
tue of the many true and faithful pro- 
miſes ; and ſecondly, I ſhall appeal to 
common - experience to determine the 
caſe. 1 

_ Firſt, there is nothing more evidently 
aſſerted in Scripture, than that Holineſs 
hath the promiſe of length of days an- 
nexed to it, Prov. 3.1, 2. My ſon, forget 
not my law, but let thine heart keep my 
commandments 5 for length of days and 
long life ſhall they adde unto thee, This 
encouraging motive is preſſed very effe- / 
ttually by Moſes, in his exhortation to o- 
bedience, Deut. 4. 40. Thou ſhalt keep 
therefore his ſtatutes and his command- 
ments, which I command thee this day, 
that it may go well with thee, and with 
thy children. after thee, and that thou maiſt 

| prolong . 
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rolong thy days upon the earth. Upoa this 
Ce—_ an KA Gnde that there Te: ma- 
ny promiſes of this nature to obedient 
Children, 'Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy fa- 
ther and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, | | 
. And as Righteouſneſs tendeth to life, 
| (as the Wiſe man obſerves) ſo he that 
purſueth evil purſueth it to his own death, 
Prov. 11. 19, There is nothing more evi- 
dent from Scripture ; than that fin hath 
' a nakural tendency to {horten mens lives: 
nay, the great God, who is ſerious in his. 
. threatnings, hath aſſured us it isſo:;, upon 
which .account we may well conclude 
with the Wiſe man, Prov. 10. 27. The 
years of the wicked ſhall he ſbortned. 
The whole tenour of the Scripture a- 
bounds with many ſuch promiſes and 
threatnings 3 and the thing is fo plain, 
that I need not ſtand to tranſcribe many 
texts. hy 
But beſides Scripture, this truth is alfo 

plainly atteſted by common experience : 
for if we examine who are the men who 
for ordinary are moſt: obnoxious to di- 
ſeaſes, and live ſhotteſt ;»we ſhall finde 
it true enough, that the vitious are the 
men, who live not out- balf their days, 

Prov. 
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Prov. 23. 29, 30. Who hath woe ? who 
hath ſorrow * who hath wounds without 
cauſe 8 they that tarry long at the wine, 
&c. Holineſs' is repugnant and inconſ 
ſtent with exceſs, which naturally puts a 
period to the lives of men : It forbids all 
manner of vice, which /cads down to the 
chambers of death; and keeps men within 
due bounds in their eating and drink» 
ing. 

Before mankinde had corrupted them- 
ſelves by their notorious and impudent 


vitiouſneſs, we read of their great l=:ngth _ 


.of days ; but the increaſe of ſin multi- 


plied diſeaſes, which hurry men to untime- * 


ly deaths. 

Tdeny not but the great Lord and Ma- 
ſter of the Univerſe may, for holy and 
wiſe ends known unto himſelf, cut ſhort 


the lives of the righteous ; yet ſurely if. 


we conſult either Experience or Reaſon, 


we ſhall finde it certain beyond doubt, 


that vertuous men enjoy, for ordinary, far 
the longeſt lives. | 

Some good men may be naturally of a 
brittle conſtitution, yet how ſtrangely has 
theirlife been protrated by their mode- 
ration .and ſobriety ? and how. many 


ſtrong men have had their days ſhortened 


by their -intemperance” and exceſs? 


Indeed 5 
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Indeed, he that conſiders this well, ſhall 
finde, that Holineſs is the moſt effeQual 
means to promote Jong life, both upon a 
moral and.natural account. Upon a :oral 
account, long life is the reward which the 
divine promiſes do ſecure to ſuch men 3 


and on the contrary, wickedneſs is threat- 


ned with ſhortneſs of days. Upon a #4- 
txral account, the fire doth not more na- 
turally produce heat, than Holineſs does 
procure health and length of days; and 
there is nothing more evident, than that 
the mpſt of vices have a phyſical effica- 
C! inthe ſhortening of humane life. That 
this is the neceſſary produ@ and genuine 
cffe& of intemperance and laſciviouſnels, 
needs no other argument to prove it, but 
the daily examples of multitudes, whom 
thoſe fins have hurried to their graves. 
And truely there is not any vice which 
does not like fire in mens boſoms torture 
and conſume them; and ſo diforders and 
diſcompoſes them, that they even neg- 
let the neceſſary means of their health. 
-y Period of Humane life, pag. 111, 124. 
Edit. 2. 
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SECT. 6. 4 
Holineſs that which makes mien honours 
ble 5, vice rendering men mean and ig- 
noble. 
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Honogr is an ornament ſo noble and ve- 4 f 
nerable, that he is but very ſottiſh, if not” 
quite bruitiſh, who doth not court and 
careſs it. Upon this account it is no-? 
thing ſtrange, that ancient Philoſophers, 
who wanted the aſſiſtance of revelation, 
placed mans happineſs in it. F F 

- How many brave and gallant a&ions? 
have been performed, which if they had 
wanted the bait of Honour had never? 
been attempted ! Gallant fouls, who de- 7 
ſpiſe all other rewards, have been hereby: 
excited to undergo the greateſt dangers. *' 

Now, ſince honour is fo highly eſteemed, /! 
eſpecially by thoſe who pretend to gene--/ 
roſitie; I ſhall, to encourage ſuch to be-? 
friend Holinek, endeayour to prove, that. 
the moſt effeCtual means to procure Hg-! 
nour, and to be in eſteem both with God: 
and man, is to live ( as the Apoltle advi-; 
ſeth men ) ſoberly, righteoonſly, and god-) 
tz. 
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Onely before I proceed to prove this, 
I ſhall premiſe one Caution, namely, tha of 


- 
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by Honour T do not chiefly underſtand 
one dignified with any extrinſecal honour 
ariſing either from his Birth or Office 5 
though both theſe are to be highly e- 
ſteemed, and muſt not be denied that ex- 
ternal reſpe& due unto them : but by 
Honour I underſtand that eſteem and re- 
putation that the beſt and wiſeſt men do 
give to any whoſe Moral honour is con- 
{picuous 3 and gnder this notion the Sto- 
ick-Moraliſt hath very well expreſſed it, 


Nokylit as ſola eft atque nnica virtws. 


which upon the matter diſagrees not muck 
from that ſacred poſition of the Wiſe 
man, Prov. 22.1, A goed name it rather 
to be choſen than great riches. ED 

Having premiſed this, I come now to 
prove that Holineſs is the path-way to 


| Honour. And indeed, this is ſo. plainly 


aſſerted in Scripture, that it is needleſsto 
inſiſt. The God of Heaven hath aſſured 
us, that thoſe that Honour him, he will ho- _ 
n0ur 5 and thoſe that deſpiſe him ſhall be 
lightly efteemred, 1 Sam. 2. 30. Much like 
to this, is that inducement to Holineſs 
urged by our Lord Chriſt, Joh. 12. 26, 
If any man ſerve me, him will. my Father, 
honour, Now men cannot honour God 

BE H _ more 
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more, than by being holy : for the word 


is comprehenſive, and includes all thoſe 


duties that God hath enjoyned; but e-. 


very vice is a deſpiſing of his ſacred Au- 


thority. If -then holy men are thoſe 


 onely whom God will honour, and 
vitious men thoſe whom he will contemn, 
we may eaſily conclude, who are the 
honourable , and who are the baſe and 


ignoble. Sure thoſe men muſt be honou- * 


rable, whom the Fountain of Honour e- 


ſteems ſuch. 
'Tis upon this account that the Saints 


are called (in Scripture) the excelent of 


the earth, and the worthies of the world, © 
( how meanly ſoever men eſteem them) of 


. whom the world is not worthy « And the 


righteous is ſaid to be more excellent than 
bis neighbour. And indeed, Holineſs doth * 
not onely promote the honour and eſteem | 
of private perſons, but of publick Commu-- 
nities and Kingdoms alſo , Prov. I4. 34. / 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation ; but ſin 
is a reproach to any people: 


This is a truth which the wiſeſt of 


the Heathens, who yet wanted Revela- 
tion, conſtantly taught, namely, That 
Honour is the reward of vertue. Hence 
the large LeCtures they have written in the 
comihendation thereof: it would be too 

tedious: 


- 
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tedious to tranſcribe even the Elogies 
that they have written in the praiſe of 
Vertue 3 and indeed it is well worthy of 
our obſervation , that as they have illu- 
ſtrated Vertne by their large Encomiums 
of it, ſo Vertue ( which they courted ) 
hath made them venerable to poſterity, 
and tranſmitted to us their memories un- 
der the moſt amiable Encomiums imagina- 
ble: And however their birth was but 
mean and almoſt regardleſs, yet their ver- 
tues have made them more famous than 
Princes and Emperours. The vertues of 
Ariſtdes, Socrates, Seneca, Marcus Re- 
gulas, and many others, have made their 
renown” glorious; whileas many Empe- 
rours and great men have had their names 
buried in filence. 

Let a man be as rich as ever any of 
Adam's poſterity was, or ( that I may 
extend it farther.) as high as his ambitious 
thoughts can wiſh ; let him be wiſe as 
Solomon, and endued with all other per- 
fetions and advantages; yet if he want 
vertue, how infipid will his Name be to 
poſterity? Tt is Vertue alone that con- 
duceth to fame. 'Tis true, ſome wicked 
men ( called in Scripture vile, notwith- 
ſtanding their authority ) have been ſer 
in_ high -places, and. honoured for fear, 
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when alive ; yet they never received 
that honour which hath in all ages accom- 
panied the Righteous. They have had 
the external, { which is indeed due to 
men by vertue of their Deſcent or, Office ) 
but wanted that internal reverence and 
honour which is onely due to good men 2: 
and I doubt not to ſay, that there is'no- 
thing more incongruous and unſuitable, 
than to ſee Honour given to ſuch men. 
As ſnow in ſummer, and 4s rain in har- 
veſt; ſo honour is not ſeemly for a fool, 
Prov. 26. I. 

Vice is Tn the judgement of all conſi- 
dering men ſo mean and baſe, that it caſts 
a ſtain and reproach upon men ; makes + 
their names unſavory, and ſtink in the no- * 
ſtrils of after-ages : but Holineſs forces a 
veneratfon from men , and makes poſte- 
rity raiſe Eloglies in their memory 3 but 
the memory of the wicked ſhall be forgot- 
Fern. | 

Virtue was that alone whereby many 
Kingdoms and Empires have been raiſed; 
was that which made them ſo flouriſhing 
and potent, and prevailed. more to their 
eſtabliſhment and advancement , than 
Strength or Policy. Thus it was with 
the. old Rowmars, ( for their vertues are a 
ſhame to the, preſent ſtate of that Em». 


pire ) 
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pire ) their Clemencie and Juſtice: con- 
quered Kingdoms, and made Rome re- 
nowned and glorious beyond all other 
Kingdoms and Commonwealths : and as 
Vertue hathraiſed Kirgdows, fo hath it 
alſo particular Perſors 3. whileas Vice hath 
caſt Emperours from their Thrones, and 
made them as. unfortunate as they were 
wicked. 7 

Many of the primitive Martyrs, who - 
were renowned by Kingdoms and Com- 
monwealths ({ who keep Feſtivals in 
honour of their memories ) were but of 
an inferiour degree, and had nothing to 
recommend them to poſterity but their 
Holineſs and Sanctity ; and indeed, any 
man that conſults Reaſon, will eaſily finde 
himſelf conſtrained to reverence and e- 
ſteem vertuous men. 

'Tis a wonder that any man who -pre- 
tends to generoſity ſhould be vitious, 


there being nothing ſo mean and baſe as 


Vice, which like to cowards always lur- 
keth, and dares not approach the light. 
I doubt not but this preſent age hath ar- 
rived at as high a confidence 1a proclai- 
ming their ſins as Sodom, as ever any for- 
mer age acquired ; and it may (to the 
reproach of it) be ſaid, as ever any is 
like to reach to : yet till men caſt quite 


H 3 off 
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off humanity, it cannot be expected that 
Vice ſhall have Advocates to plead in its 
defence. *Tis anoble ſaying of the great 
Moraliſt Seneca; Licet Dews neſciret nec 
homo puniret peccatum, non tamen pecca- 
rem ob peccati vilitatem. 
'Tis no wonder then though Vice -ap- 
pear ( as the Devil in Sa-zxel's mantle 


under the cloak of Vertue ; though py 


maſk it ſelf with the pretence of Love, 
and Cruelty of Zeal : but by this means 
it proclaims its timorouſneſs, not daring 
to own publickly what it really i 1s. 

It were a large field, to deſcend to the 
conſideration of every particular vertue 


-and vice, and to ſhew that there is not a- 


ny vertue but tends to the advancement 
of a mans honour and fame, and no vice 
which is not ungentile, mean, and baſe : 
But the brevity I have deſigned will not 
allow me toenlarge; onelr 1n brief I ſhall ' 
demonſtrate the truth of this by ſome few 
Inſtances. 

Juſtice is ſo gallant a vertue, that it ad- 
vanced the renown of thoſe whom it a- 
dorned, beyond what riches or preferment 
could ever beſtow. The Komars were 
more famous, and ( where they were E- 
nemies) more formidable for their Juſtice 
than their Power ; 1t was this vertue 


which 


which in a peculiar manner made Sce- 
pters and Kingdoms ſubmit to their Go- 
vernment. But 7rjuſtice is ſo baſe and 
contemptible a vice, that it hath made 
thoſe who are captivated by it, deſpiſed 
as the unworthielt of men, notdeſerving 
to be taken into friendſhip, but to be ex- 
cluded from humane Societies. How un- 
ſavory hath the name of unjuſt Judges 
been to poſterity , while every one is rea- 
dy to ſtrew ſome Elogies in honour of the 
juſt ! 

To this I may annex Conflancy in friend- 
ſhip, asa vertue as noble as amiable : For 
who will not admire and celebrate the 
man who remains fixt to his friend, what - 
ever alterations or changes there may 
be in his condition? And ſure whoſoe- 
ver fails in his friendſhip, lays himſelf o- 
pen to the moſt mercileſs condition, and 
needs expe to be left to befriend himſelf 
when the wheel of Providence laies him 
below thoſe he thought unworthy of his 
favour, | 

Of all vertues, Liberality, Charity, and 
Compaſlion are ſo noble, that common 
ſpeech adapts this Elogie to them by way 
of emphaſis; and indeed, I think I need 
not ſay much to raiſe an eſtimate of theſe: 
for no man can be fo baſe as to deſpife 
H 4 thoſe 
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thoſe who beſtow favours upon him, , 


Sure there is no vertue that makes men 
more famous, that wins the hearts and 
urpareeg of people more, than Liberalt- 

: but Awvarice 1s ungentile and ſordid ; 
| 6.4 ſo odious a vice, that it ever leſſens 


all other vertues, and makes thoſe it pol- - 


 Tefſes the moſt hateful of men. 


Charity is an obliging yertye z and as it 
hath its original from, ſo doth it alſo ne- 


ceſlarily produce Love, and eſteem too : 


he who prefers the neceſlities of others 
before his - own ſuperfluities , and who 
does ſupply the wants of others, does ſo 
chear the languiſhing hearts of the needy, 
that nothing can he more generous, nor 
generally meets with a greater xecompence 
of honour and eſteery. 

To compaſiionate the cafe of the F4- 
therleſs, of the Poor and Needy, is ſo no- 
ble a vertue, that the Apoſtle makes. this 
qualification alone the evidence of pure 
and undefiled religion. It is a moſt un- 
_ natural and more than bruitiſh fio, to 
flight and forget ſuch. 

 Meekneſs and Humility are ſuch noble 
embelliſhments of humane nature, as [ 
have formerly ſhewed , that none but 
proud and inſolent ſpirits, who have been 
always condemned as inſufferable , durſt 


ever diſc{teem them. | To | 
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' Cortteſte, as a vertue near allied to Humi- 
lity and Meekneſs; which being noble in 
its cauſes and effe&s, cannot but deno- 
minate the perſon it illuſtrates both no- 
ble, and amiable, and lovely : 'Tis indeed 
an evidence of a very baſe and abje& 
ſpirit, to be ſullen and moroſe. Perſons _ 
of a noble education and original, are 
frequently known by their condeſcending 
and . obliging behaviour; and I am ſure 
Reputation and Eſteem are the apparent 
effe&ts of Courteſie. 

Temperance, and Moderation are ver- 
tues more noble than that they need clo- 
quence to advance their yalue, as its 
contraries are. too mean and bealtly to be 
inveighed againſt. How bruitiſh and 
contemptible is a drunken man, who 
1s rather an object of pity, ( as mad-men 
are ) than reproach z who being a more 
apt reſemblance of a beaſt than a man, 
deſerves as little Honour, as he is igno- 
rant what Honour means ? | 
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SECT. 7. 0 


Holinef attended with the moſt ſolid and 
real pleaſures. 


In all things that concern practice, there ' 
is ſcarce any motive more forcible than 


Pleaſure; and of all pleaſures, thoſe that 
entertain the Soul are the moſt excellent. 
We indeed need no argument but expe- 
rience, to demonſtrate how raviſhing ſen- 
ſual pleafures and delights are, how much 
they are careſſed and courted, till men be 


glutted and{ filled - with them. But alas! . 
how inconfiderable are all ſenfitive de- _ 


lights ? the. enjoyment of theſe cannot 
raiſe us above the _ that periſh ; bat 
thoſe pleaſures which are fitted for the 
rational nature,are noble and laſting ; and 
fuch are all thoſe delights that ariſe from 
- a holy converſation 3 no joy, without this, 


being able to make a mans life pleaſant + 


and delightful, 


There 1s in Holineſs an internal deleqa- 


byity, that 1s better felt, than it can be _ 


expreſſed ; but how. loathſome and o- 
dious is Vice? it is compared in Scripture 


to the moſt ugly and unpleaſant things : 


But Holineſs 1s fo comely;. ſo delighttul, 


and raviſhing, that'it is very fitly ( ac- | 
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cording to the Scripture-Epithet of it ) 
called, the Beanty of Holinef, It 1s this 
alone that produces a calm and ſerene 
Conſcience; from which neceflarily re- 
ſults acquieſcence and delight > and in- 
deed, this is no fantaſtick and imaginary 
joy, ( as the Atheiſtsof this Age would 
make men believe ) but a true and real 
one, affording much more complacency 
and fatisfaftion, than all the pleaſures of 
ſenſe. To the truth of which, I donbe 
not but thoſe men who queſtion it ſhould 
aſſent, if they would but make the expe- 
riment ; and till they do this, they give 
us too evident an inftance of their folly, 
in denying the reality of thoſe raptures 
of joy reſulting from a holy converſa- 
tion. | 

But beſides Experience, this truth is 
likewiſe confirmed by Reaſon : For who 
1510 more probable circumſtances to par- 
ticipate of pleaſures, than he who is 
Maſter of his Paſſions, who hath ſubdued 
his appetites, and freed himfelf from thoſe 
1mperious Lords, who denied him the 1i- 
berty of taſting and reliſhing pleaſures? - 
The pious Soul may have no large allow- 
ance of temporal mercies;z yet __ 
Contentmeat, he 1s richer than the wick 


man whoſe coffers are full. 
| SS Bu 


Chap. 3. The beauty of Holineſs. 109 . Þ 


108 The bean of Rolineſs. Chap-y. 


But we need not doubt of the reality - 
of thoſe pleaſures; the Wiſe man hath. 
long ſince put this out of queſtion , Prov. 
3-17. Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſf. 
There 1s here a concurrence of all thoſe 
circumſtances that contribute to make a- 
ny thing deleQable : 'tis a way pleaſant 
for its plainneſs, and deſirable for its end, 1 
There is not indeed any thing wanting 
in it, that uſually draws out mens 'de-. 
light. ke” | 

41 beauty falls inconceivably ſhort :of 
this ; it being Holineſs alone, that makes 
the righteous ſhire forth as the ſun inthe 
/Kingdom ' of their Father : without this, 
all natural comelineſs is 1mperfe& , and, 
as the Wiſe man expreſles it, 3s deceitful 
and vain, Prov. 31.30. | 

And yet what an univerſal Empreſs is 
external beauty become ? nothing being 
of equal force to attract the eye of be- 
holders as it doth. . ' How hath ſhe con- } 
quered the mighty, and made the Nobles | 
of the Earth Vaſſals tolacquey after her? 
Thereis an almoſt irreſiſtible power and 
force in her charmings, which conquer- 
eth the hearts of men inſenſibly, | 

Now if Beauty mixed with ſo: much des» ' 
formity, accompanied with ſo much at- 
tendance and flavery, be fa A 
and. 
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{J. and attended. with''no diſmal accidents, 
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and attraftive';z- how much more power- 


fully ſhould the Beauty of Holineſs, which 
is every whit perfe& and unſpotted, 


raiſe our admiration, and make us ſay ( as 
David of Goliah's\$word) There is zone 
like it 2 Les T9) 
Alas ! all earthly beauty will be quick- 
ly laid in the duſt! a little time will de- 
face the faireſt face,” and make its beauty 
conſume like a Moth : an utiexpeted ac«- 
cident may disfigare it, and warre the 
moſt lovely features ; and there is no 
doubt but old Age;which draws on apace, 
will make wrinkles in the ſmootheſt face, 
and make it wither as a flower : But the 
Beauty. of Holineſs is laſting 3 it fades not 
with time, nor can it be impaired by the 
molt loathſome and nauſeating diſeaſe. 
Since then Pleaſure is fo ready to ex- 
cite our affeftions, and draw out our com- 
placency, 'tis pity that the nobleſt , the 
moſt ſatisfying, and the moſt laſting ſhould 
be ſo much contemned. Eccl. 5. 10. He 
that loveth ſilver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with 
fulver; nor he that loveth abundance, 
with increaſe. All the careſles of this 
World are unable ſatisfie the Soul; 
but how raviſhing are the joys of a holy 
converſation? The pleaſures of this world 
are 
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of! The delights that the Drunkard hath 


are ſhort and momentary, are onely ( ag 
the Apoſtle phraſeth them )) fag a ſeeſox, 
which quickly paſſeth ; but the joy of. 
the Holy Ghoſt is as laſting as unſpeakable; 
and #hzs joy (faith. Ghriſt to his Diſci- | 
ples) 20 man ſball take from you. It is 
without the reach of the malice of men 


and Devils too. 


Alas | how diminutive does it make 
the pleaſyres of the wicked, to ſay they - 
are ſhort 2. how exceedingly does this one 
circumſtance diminiſh them ? But indeed 
this were not ſo very confiderable,if there 
were a concurrence of no worſe circum- 
ſtances ; but that which moſtly is an al- 


lay and damp to temporal pleaſures, is ' 


the conſequence, a' painful and laſting 
eternity of the ſevereſt puniſhments. 'Tis 
this life that puts a period and concluſion 
to the joys of wicked men ; whileas the 
pious have Rivers of pleaſures for ever- 


more to delight and raviſh them : 'tis at 


Death that they exter into the joy of therr 
Lord. | | 

This 1s a ſubject ſo raviſhing and plea- 
ſant, that I cannot without reluGancy 
conclude it. O how unſatisfactory are all 
the delights of Senſe, if compared with 
thoſe Spiritual Joys the holy Soul partakes 


in 
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in his Cups and Companions, the Cove- 
tous in his Riches, the Ambitious in his 
Preferments , ec. fall all incomparable 


ſhort of that joy that is the lot of the righ- 


teQUS. 

The delights that the holy. man enjoys 
do upon a double account far over-poiſe 
the tranſitory pleaſures of the wicked. 
Firſt, the preſent ſatisfaRtion that the ho- 
ly Soul taſtes of in this yalley of tears, 
is incomparably greater than the delights 
that ariſe from ſenſe. The ſoul that hath 
once taſted of the love of God , findes 
more pleaſure in the very ats of mutual 
love, than in all the feaſts of delight that 


ſenſe is capable to enjoy. Food is indeed 


ſweet to the hungry, and drink ta thoſe 
who are languiſhing with thirſt : the 
taſte does without doubt finde ſome meats 
ſweet and reliſhing, even where there is 


no extremity of hunger, much more- 


where it is : for, fo the hungry every bitter 
thing is ſweet. Beauteous Sights raviſh 
the Eye, melodious Muſick the Ear, and 
Odoriferous things pleaſe the Smell : But 
alas ! how far beyond theſe is the delight 
which the devout ſoul receives in Ordi- 
nances ! the antipaſts of joy which their 
Heavenly Father beſtows upon them, are 
more delightful than the concurrence > 
| a 
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all ſenſual pleaſures. The foul that is in þ ; 
trouble can fetch thore conſolation from 


the promiſes of the Word, than the car- '* 
nal mati car from his pleafures : Unlef 
thy Law had been my delight ( faith the 
Pſalmiſt) 7 had periſhed in my afflition.. 
Other things could not avail him, they 
could afford no relief : but to have ac- * : 
ceſs to God in prayer, and to pour out our,” 
complaints 'to our willing God , this is- 
tore raviſhing than I can expreſs. And 
T am ſure there is no man who hath ta- - 
ſted theſe joys, who would part with 


them for ſenſual. pleaſures; and no, man WM, 
dare inveigh' againſt thoſe ſpiritual de- 


lights, but ſtrangers who intermeddle not * 
with this joy. - Eo 

The very Heathens have taught/ns, that _ 
Vertue is 4 reward to it ff z they expe- 
rimented more real ſatisfaction In mode- | 
ration and temperance, than in Drinking | 
and Whoring. But Chriſtianity gives us 
more uncontrolable evidences of the re- 


ality of that joy that good men even in 


this ſtate of abſence taſte of, Into what © 
a rapture and unexpreſſible extaſie of . 
joy did the abundance of revelation St. 
Paxl met with put him! *and the Apoltle |. 
St. Peter was ſo tranſported with joy 


when he, did ſee Chtiſt in his Transfigu- : 


og 


ration, 


won ac. 


I. | 
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ration, that he could not forbear crying, 
Maſter, it is good being here. ' How full 
of joy have Martyrs been in the midſt of 
the flames ? what comforts have they e- 
ven then expreſſed ? And is not all this” 
evidence, that the joy of my mert 1s 
 - morereal, more ſweet and raviſhing,than 
the tranſitory pleaſures of the wicked, ' 
which in ſeveral ſeaſons can afford no 
delight? a little pain or difeaſe is ſuch an 
allay and damp to their pleaſures, that it 
quite extirps them. 

But beſides thoſe foretaſtes of joy that 
2 the holy Soul experiments here, which; 
"WW 2s T have ſhewed, infinitely overwhelms 
Y Al! trouble and pain 3 that which con- © 
tributes moſt to advarice the joy of govd 

men, are thole felicities above, which ate” 

prepared for thems and to theſe wicked 

men can lay no claim, their fartheſt /pro-- 

ſpe& being - confined to temporal de- 

lights. RE 1 

That abundance of delights and unex-* 
preſſible pleaſures are laid up for the ho- 
ly Soul above ! How deleqable-will it 
be, to-be conſtant reſidents in the Hea> 
venly Jeruſalem, whoſe Stregts are pure. 

| Gold, and whoſe Gates are Pearl > how 
raviſhing will it be, to be always in his 
preſence , where there- are Streams and 
| I Rivers 
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Rivers | of - perpetual pleaſures? How 


ſweet will it be, to be a member of that. 
bleſſed Society - of the firſt-born in Hea- 


ven, where there is a perfe& concord and - 


agreement? But I confeſs, I am not able 
to expreſs half the joy of this future fe- 
licity : Eye hath not ſeen, nor. ear heard, 


neither hath it entred into the hearts of, | 


men to conceive , what a ftore of happi- 
neſs God hath laid up in Heaven for thoſe 


who are holy in all manner of converſa- +: 


£707. 


SECT. 8. 
Holineſs accompanied with Peace. 


There is nothing more ſuitable to, and 
agreeable with Humane nature,than Peace z 


as thoſe who endure trouble and vexa- + 
tion can fully atteſt : Amonglt earthly | 
blefiings it deſerves not the laſt place, 
it being a mercy which crowns all others, - 


and - without which, the fulleſt fruition 
- could not |prove ſatisfaGtory. 


: Thoſe languiſhing, and much to be pt- 

tied, Kingdoms, which now lie bathed in 
blood, can atteſt the evils and miſchiefs : 
of War, much more pathetically than / 
words can expreſs. How ſweet and ac- | 
ceptable would Peace ( a word always 
ſounding ſweetly) be to them ? Naw | 
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Now the Apoſtle eP nan hath givea 
us a brief, but unqueſtionably true, ac- 
count of the real cauſes of Wars and 
Fightings, - Jamv. 4- 1. From whence come 
wars and fightings among you? come they. 
ot hence, even of your luſts that war in 
your members? From theſe ſinful cau- 2 
, ſes have all the diſorders and jars in King- : 
domes and private Societies had their 
real ( I ſpeak not of their pretended ) 
original, How impetuous are the luſts 
of turbulent ſpirits! like the raging waves 
of the Sea, they are ſtill in motion, caſting 
forth filth and dirt. Azvbitior is fo un- 
quiet and reſtleſs a paflion, that no man 
is ignorant what deſolations it hath 
| wrought in the earth: How many fa- 
z | mous Kingdoms hath it ruined and de- 
ſtroyed > what inquietudes and difor- 
ders are occaſioned by diſcontentment 2 
All theſe are things ſo evident, that I 
need not enlarge upon themi: but how 
repugnant are theſe vices to Holineſs? 
and can it be rationally imagined that their 
- {| genvine and proper effe&scan be more re- 
a '{ concilable with it ? 
fs 1 T confeſs, Religion hath too frequently 
been pretended as a Cloak to cover the 
greateft Villanies, Confuſions, and Rebel- 
lions; but ſure I am, nothing imaginable 
"2 - con- 
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| contains a greater contradiction, than to Fr 
ſay theſe impieties have a warrant from _. 


the ſacred, Laws .of the Goſpel, the com- 
bination of which is the rule of Holineſs, 
as I have formerly explained. Is not 
Chriſt called the Prince of Peace, and.the 
Goſpel, the Goſpel of Peace ? and it is cer- 
tain, if men would be ruled by the Laws 
of ſo peaceable a Prince, they ſhould be 
of a calm and quiet fpirit : then ſhould 


| we indeed ſee Righteonſneff and Peace 


kiſſing each other. 

"When ever therefore we read in an- 
cient propheſies of the great peace that 
ſhall be in the Meſſzahs reign , we muſt 
thereby underftand,that the nature of the 
Goſpel and its precepts are ſuch , that if 
men would conform their lives to them, 


there ſhould be an univerfal Peace. How 
ſtrictly are all the cauſes of Envy, Con- - 
tention, Ambition , and Rebellion, pro-" 
hibited ? and ſure if theſe cauſes were | 
removed , their effe&t ſhould have no_ 


place : Then fhould the Bow be broker, 
and the. Spear cut in ſunder: Swords 
ſhould be turned into Plowgh- ſhares, and 
the Inſtruments of War into more ne- 
cefſary uſes : War ſhould ceaſe unto the ends 


of the earth , and Peace ſhould be within 


each wall. 
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By this it is apparent how much holi- 
neſs conduceth -to the eſtabliſhment of 
publick peace. But that which I would 
more eſpecially take notice of, is, the 1n- 
ternal ſerenity and calmneſs of Con- 
ſcience, which is the onely effe& of holi- 
neſs : and truely upon this account there 
ir no peace to the wicked. s LEST 
I might here ' appeal 'to every mans 
breaſt, whether Holineſs does” not calm 
and quiet the Conſciences ofmen ; while- 
as a natural horrour reſults from the com- 
- | miſſion of vice, more | heavy than 'the 
+ | ſevereſt laſhes ever inflicted by / Ceds- 
> | ti4z or Rhadamanthu, What unſpeak-. 
F | able pre and eaſe does attend holineſs 
of life ! there is no jar nor contention, 
no check of Conſcience, ' nor wound 'of 
ſpirit, to diſturb the inward repoſe of' the 
Righteous': but that remorſe that reſults 
4 from the commiſſion of ſin, even after 
men have acquired what they finfiilly lu- 
fted after,'is hike that hand-writing, Das. 
1, | 5- 5- which made the ſtout heart of Bel- - 
4 | /4zzer to tremble, and his knees to- ſmite 9.5 
-. | one againſt another : It troubles the ; 
1; | thoughts of the moſt daring finner, and - 
makes him a terrour to himſelf.” There 
is no imaginable. torment that can equal 
the terrours of an awakened guilty-Con- 
BE | I 3 ſcience 


& g— ? we 
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ſcience 5 it hath put men to chuſe ſtrang- q 


ling and death rather than life : all which 
is fully verified by the Word of truth : The 


' ſpirit of 4 man can ſuſtain bis infirmity 3 5 | 


but a wounded. ſpirit who can bear ? 

0 the ſecret pangs and fears that poſſeſs 
the ſpirits of wicked men ! the ſevere 
checks and laſhes of Conſcience that ſeize 
npor tranſgreſſors, which all imaginable 
divertiſements cannot quite ſtifle and 
ſuppreſs! All the atteadance of the moſt 
dear Relations cannot give eaſe and com- 
fort to them.' How diſmal and incon- 
ſolable was $pire's condition? how ama» 
zing are the very thoughts of thoſe gnaw- 
ings and horrours of Conſcience 4 ſuf- 
fered? The fears and apprehenſians of a 
future miſery, mar all the joy and mirth 
of carnal men, * In their moſt flouriſhing 
ſtate it' continually haunts them, and fo 
fills them with horror and inquierude, 


that they cannot quietly enjoy honres lh 


Whilſt the Soul ads within (the Body 
cannot but preſent thoſe hotrad and tic 
quieting reflections, | 


Hi ſunt qui wonders & ug omni « ful: 


Lora pallent. 


Theſe a are the men who in the midſt of 


outward 


& © A Poo a _ a, 
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outward felicity are amazed with tormen. 
ting fears, which cannot be eradicated but 
by a fincere repentance. 

But the holy Sonl, in the extremity of 
outward troubles,enjoys an internal calm- 
| neſs and quiet of minde : the very Pa- 4 
gan, who could not be beyond doubt af- 1 
ſured of the certainty of a future reward, © ; 


Wiſdom and Conrage having their riſe 
and ſource from nobler Principles than 
external helps, have therefore in all ali 


| cquld yet ſay, 

| # 
— Hic murus ahenem efto, 
: Nil conſcire bi, nulla paleſcere culpa. 
4 But theWord oftruth hath made this more 
1 unqueſtionably ſure :' Pſel.* 119. 165. 
of Great peace have they that love thy Law, 
2 and nothing ſhall offend thene. 

y | | 

g _ SECT. 9. 

7 Holineſs the beſs evidence of true Wiſdom, 
. and real Worth, and Conrage. 

xz 

it 

(- 


been efteemed excellent and venerable 

]. | vertuesz and much preferable to thoſe 

| others which depend upon external ' ad- 

vantages.' Wiſdom i ( as the Wiſe man 

ſpeaksY 'the principal thing, Prov. 4. 7. 
Ry I 


of . 
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It 1s that vertue which in a peculiar man- 
ner raiſcth the Humane nature above that 
of Bruits, who ac without confidera- 
tion and counſel... And: CoxFage is that 
which ſubdueth that ignoble paſſion of 
fear, which hindreth men from attempt- 
ing a4g1ons praiſe-worthy.. Hence it is, 


that to be cailed, a Fool, or Coward, 
are ſuch reproachful denominations , 


that nothing imaginable is more/ſhame- 
ful. _. 

_ That Holineſs is an infallible evidence 
of true Wiſdom, 1s more plain than it 
can be. doubted. 'In ſacred: Writ, Wi/- 
dom and Religion are uſed as convertible 
terms, as words expreſiing the ſame thing; 
And unto man be ſaid, Behold,. the fear 
of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil.that 3s gnderſiatiding, Job 28.28. 
Hence. the impious and wicked are fre+ 
quently called”. Fools, and men. yoid of 
underſtanding and wiſdom. And how- 
ever this prophane Age 'of ours hath-ac- 
counted thoſe, men great wits , -who haye 
caſt off. al] Religion, and who Burleſque 


Scripture ; who think it the greateſt folly - 


to. be kept in awe. by the fears of future 


danger, and to be kept in thraldom by 
the apprehenſion of an inviſible. being: 
yet men who conſider things aright, have 
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in all ages accounted thoſe Atheiſts both 
fools and mad-men.. * 4 — 

Fools, in condemning that which all 
wiſe men have aſlented too. But 'tis no 
wonder, fince fin is that which -overclouds 
and ſtapifies the judgement, and deprives 
them'of thoſe intelleQual abilities where- 
by men acquire a right- jadgement of 
things. ' Alas! why ſhould: ſuch: be ac-' 
counted wiſe, who caſt themſelves in the 
dirt: and puddle', who : cotitaminate and 
pollute their Souls, who prefer a-tempo- 
ral--to- an eternal felicity, who blindly” 
and inconfiderately. expoſe - themſelves 
tothe wrath of a "God revenging fin ? 
Sure the greateſt-Idtots are'not compara- 
bly ſo unwiſe as theſe men, who-venture 
their Souls upon ſneh_ hazards: ''-:- 

There is nothing that doth-ſo mach de- 
baſe Humane nature, as fin :- the Plalmiſt, 
who. but upon a ſarpriſfal vented' his im- 
patience and envy, yet charaQerizeth him- 
ſelf a fool for doing fo, P/al. 73. 22. 80 
fooliſh was T,and ignorant : I'was a5 a beaſt 
before thee. Tis Religion alone' that is 
the moſt certain and uncontrovertable dif- 
ference betwixt men and bruits. The ve- 


ry Pagan Satyriſt could ſay, 
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Reaſon will eaſily convince every man . 
that will but take pains to confider, that 
thoſe, men who neglect their greateſt 1n- 
tereſt, can never ſhun to be eſteemed: 
fools. Now to be ſerious and careful a- 
bout the Soul, to be aſcertained how it 
ſhall go with us in the other world, this 
is the greateſt concern of man , about 
which the greateſt care and diligence poſ- 
lible is little enough : and ſure thoſe men 
who defigne- happineſs. (a thing implan- 
ted in the natures of men) muſt either 
make uſe: of the right means in order to. 
their acquiring of it, otherwiſe they tao 
plinty proclaim their folly ; but the ho- 

y Soul makes Religian its whole buſineſs; 

he knows that it is his greateſt intereſt to 
be holy, and that without this he can ne- - 
ver expet to be happy hereafter. And 
indeed, whatever may be the preſent ap- 
prehenſions and thoughts of men, yet | 
they ſhall ere long paſs this verdict of cir- I 
cumſpe&t walkers, That they were the - 
onely wiſe men: and the God of wiſdom, 
who can give the beſt judgement in the 
caſe, does account the Saints to be wiſe 
men, . 
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men. Let us then hearken to the Apoſtles 
advice, Eph. 5.15. See that ye walk cir- 
cumſpetly, not as fools, but as wiſe. 
| But as Holineſs doth thus catutle men 
/ | to wiſdom, ſo doth it allo. promote trug 
| valor; it mightily conduceth to taſpirit 
| men with courage and magnammity : The 
| righteous are bold like a lyou 3, but the wit+ 
| ked flee when no man pwr ſueth. And the 
| reaſon of both. is plain : / the, one hath 
| ſecured his future ſtate 3 but' the. other 
expeds no better inheritance. And how- 
ever wicked men may be very daring, yet 
| they cannot be. ſaid to be truely; valiant; 2 
| for this is always rational and deliberate: 3 
| but. if wicked '\men-ſhould foberly conſt " "i 
| der the unſpeakable hazard they run up- | 
) on, they durſt not'be fo daring z for what 
conſidering man would thus expoſe him- 
ſelf to danger to be eſteemed: gallanr, 
who knows if he miſcarry he is *everla- 
ſtingly miſerable 2 If this merits the En- 
| comium of couxage, why may. not thoſe 
mad-men who 1nconliderately. expole 
: Þ themſelves to danger, be alſo accounted 
« & valiant? Nay,the Horſe thatundaunted- 
» Þ ly, but inconſiderately, runs ſo many 
dangers, encounters fo many perils in bat- 
tle, may be as truely ſaid to be valiant, as 
thoſe men: But this is to miſtake quite 
the. true notion of courage, That 
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That mari that is affrighted with a ſmall 
danger becauſe it 1s preſent, but nothing 
amazed with a future danger which 'ts 
certain and intolerable, is certainly both 

- Fool and Coward, 'A Fool, in judgin 
ſo badly, and miſtaking his own inter 
and well-being : A Coward, in being a- , 
fraid for a danger becauſe it is preſent. 
He who runs from his' Colours m time of 
Battle, proclaims himſelf to be a coward, 
although thereby he expoſeth himſelf to 
a greater danger if he be apprehended, 
even the ſevere Sentence of the Martial 
Law juſtly inflited upon Fugitrves. How 
then can-thoſe men be accounted valiant, 


who for "fear of fome'finall danger they | * 
may'run the' hazard of here for Holineſs, : 
expoſe themfelves . to thoſe vials of fury ; 
which is *the portion 'of nngodly men ; - 
hereafter ? 07 4 5 
, SECT. 1 ON - 
Holineſs univerſally profitable, «nd above © 
all things moſt advantageow. |; Wt 
___ = 8: 

In all fecular affairs that concern. pra- | , 
ice, Gain and Advantage is the great ar- Y _ 
gument and attracting inducement that F - 


' prevails upon men; it is like oyl to the 
wheel, making its motion more eafie and 


- ſwift. 
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ſwift. There is no danger fo terrifyi 
but men have hazarded on', who have 
had this motive to animate them : this is 
it that prompts. the Mariner to expoſe 
himſelf to the dangers of the mercileſs 
Ocean, that excites Servants to toil ſo in- 
duſtriouſly, and encourageth Souldiersto 
fight battles. by THR; 
That men may alſo be infpirited and 
allured to court Holineſs upon the account 
of its utility -and profit , I ſhall (abſtra- 
(ting from thoſe advantages I have alrea- 
_ dy inſtanced )) now briefly diſcover, that 
Holineſs is, f7/#,profitable to men in ev 
condition and ſtate. © Secondly, thar it 18 
attended with all outward bleſſings, and 
, wants not a claim to a temporal felicity. 
> } Thirdly, That without it all other mer- 
' | cies are uſcleſs, and unable to quiet the 
Soul. Fourthly, That it is the moſt 1n- 
comparable bleſſing, and frees the 'Soul 
from the worſt of evils. Fiftbly, That 
it is the belt evidence of our being in 
favour with God, and of our adoption 
to Gods Family. And Lefty, That it is 
the beſt condetind the tears of death, 
and affords the greateſt fatisfa&ion to 
men lying on their beds of languiſh- 


in 


That Holineſs is profitable and advan- 3 
tageous 4 
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That Holineſs is profitable and advan- - 
tageous to men in every condition and 
ſtate, ſeems to be clearly enough aſſerted 
by the Apoſtle, when he ſays, Godlineſs 
is profitable for all things, But beſides . 
Scripture, Experience and Reaſon do 
joyatly agree in the proof of this. That. 
man that is advanced above others: in * 
riches, has no ground to expe&t honour | 
and reverence from men, if he walk not 
according to the rule of Holineſs ; that 
is, if he be not moderate and compaſſiio« . 
nate, if he reſtrains not his ambition and 
pride : And ſure, without this love and 
reverence from others , his condition is 
not very happy, he lies expoſed to infi- 
nite dangers. | 

Again, if a man be expoſed to a mean 
and adverſe eſtate, is environed with an 
infinite number of perplexing difficulties z 
yet this caſe is not altogether hopeleſs * 
for if he be not vitious, but on the con- 
trary religious , beſides the. divine aid : 
that isengaged for his relief, the circum- MW 
ſtances he 13 ſkated in are apt motives to | 
ſtir up bowels of compaſſion towards ſuch 
a perſon. 

Unleſithe Magiſtrate, who is inveſted 
with Supream Powet and Authority, imi- 
tate God in goodneſs as well as in great- 
neſs, 
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neſs, his Authority will produce fear -ra- 

ther than love. The very Moraliſt could 

ſay, Sine bonitate null# majeſias. Thoſe : 
who will be at the pains to conſult Expe- 

rience, ſhall findethat good Princes have 

always been in the greateſt eſteem and 

| ſtre it is the moſt unpardonable villany' 

| -} to attempt any evil againſt religious 

X Kings. | ; 

Holineſs is alſo profitable for Subjeds 

to teach them obedience, and to ſubmit, 

 . | not merely upon the account of wrath,bue 

| | for Conſcience fake; which: is certainly 

| | the onely ſafe expedient to ſecure the o- 
W 


bedience of Subjects: And, I confeſs, I 
know not how that man can be a true 
Subje@ to his earthly Prince, who ſtands 
' not to offend the God of Heaven.. I 
f know ſome who have pretended tomuch 
Holineſs, have been the greateſt villains ; 
| but this proves-not that the rule of Ho- 
lineſs gives a Superſedeas or allowance to 
any to diſobey Authority. | 
Art thou 2 Parent 2 the rule of Holineſs 
(to which holy men conform ) will in- 
ſtrut thee to, be gentle and tender 
to thy Children, and not. to provoke theme 
to wrath, which is the onely-thing that 
leſſens their afteftion. Art thou 4 Childe £ 
it will teach thee | to reverence and ho- 
Nour 
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nour thy parents in- doing of which, thou 
entitleſt thy ſelf to the promiſe annexed to 
the fifth Commandment. In a word, it is 
profitable to make all manner of Relations © 
- tive in quietneſs and peace, and to beſtow 
mutual--offices of love upon each. other. 
It inſtruts men to be faithful in every. 
calling and employment : and certainly 
.. thegood man 1s to be truſted far rather _ 
than the wicked; for Religion. lays an 
awe and reſtraint upon the one, but the 
other pretends no ſuch motive to engage. 
him to fidelity, eſpecially if he may de- - 
ceive and not be noticed, To this pur- 
poſe Plutarch hath a notable ſaying : Pie-. 
tate ( faith he; Nat. Deor. lib. 1.) ſublat4 
fides etiam & Societas humane generis, & | 
una excellentiſſuma virtus -juſtitia tolli- 
FAY. F 
There are ſeveral things uſeful for ſorte 
men, but-altogether unprofitable. for o--: 
thers; but Holineſs is equally profitable ; 
forall; there are none exempt from taſt-/ 
ing its utility, but thoſe who exclude 
themſelves by'a vitious converſation. 
| Secondly, Holineſs is attended with all 
outward bleflings, and wants not a claim' 
to a temporal felicity, Matth. 6. 33. Seek” 
Je firſt the kingdom of God and his righ- ] 
teonſneſs, and all other things ſhall be -_ J 
| ded 
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1 ded unto you. The prorhiſe of inheriting 
J the Earth ( by which all tetnporal feli-. 
s city is meant) is made to. the inicek : 
s | Matth:'5.8. Bleſſed are. the meek; for 
4 they ſhall inherit the earth. And: indeed, 
we finde this bleſſing even promiſed to the 
y poſterity of thoſe that fear the Lord, Pal. 
y 25.13. Andto put this beyond all doubt, .- 
r we finde the Pſalmiſt repeating this five 
n times in one Pſalm, Pſa. $5.9, 11,23, 
E 29, 34. And the great ' Apoſtle tells us, 
e. | thatit is Godlizeſf that hath the promiſe 
- | of the life that now #s, and of that which 
- # to tonie, 1 Tim. 4. 8. The God of Hez- 


- 1 ven hath alſo afſured us, that he will wz#h- 
4 | hold no good thing from them that walk 
»  #prizbtly.- Upon this account well might 


= | Wiſdom ſay, Prov. 8. 18. Riches 4nd hg- 
n0ur are with me: a plain inſtance of 
which, we have in Solommor, who becauſe 
of his aſking Wiſdom to govern his Sub- 
jets, when he might as freely have aſk'd - 
_ Riches and Honout, he recetves this an- 
/ (wer from God, IT have alſo given thee 
both riches and honour, 1 King. 3.13. 
But however this diſcriminating pro- 
SY vidence doth not fo diſcerdedly appear 
"F here, yet there is no man but can atteſt 
Vice hath impoveriſhed thouſands; there- 
being feveral figs that haye a nitural terf- re 
K dency ay 
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dency to poverty. By means of 4 who- 
riſh woman, a man is brought to a piece. 
of bread, Prov., 6. 26. The like we may 
truely enough ſay of ſeveral other fins. 
Thave ſeen ( {aith the Pſalmiſt ) the wic- 
. ked great in power, and ſpreading himſelf 
like a green bay-tree; yet he paſſed away, 
and lo, be was not « yea, I ſought him, but 
he could not be found, Plal. 37. 35, 36. 
I confels, good men may be reduced to 
great wants, may be deſtitute of neceſſary 
proviſions 3 nay, how frequently is this 
the lot of. the moſt excellent and gallant 
Souls? yet this may be ſafely ſaid, That 4 
little that a righteous man hath, 3s better 
than the riches of many wicked. 

But then thoſe things that beſt deſerve 
the name of riches, becauſe of their ea- 
riching the Soul, which being more ex- 
cellent than the Body, muſt upon that ac- 
count be of greater value than theſe things 
that onely reſpe&t the Body, theſe are 
onely peculiar to holy men: and fauch 
. are the graces of the Holy Spirit, the 
combination of Chriſtian vertues, the 
price of which is above that of Rubies. 
Theſe are riches which are of a more la- 
ſting nature than thoſe which the igno- 
ble of the world call riches; they are 
not ſubjed to the caſualties which Gold 
and 


- 
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and Silver and precious Stones are ; which 
upon that account cannot be called a 
mans own, as Pagan Moraliſts have large- 
ly and excellently confirmed : And if we 
will not diſpute with God, . and conteſt 
his determination, we ſhall finde one fin- 
gle vertue receiving a more ample com- 
mendation than ever riches did ; 1 Pet. 
3. 4. The ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit is in the ſight of God of great 
price. *© | 
Although the holy and devout Soul may 
be reduced to our Saviours (traits, zot to 
have where to lay his head; yet how can 
he be ſaid to be poor, ſince he poſleſles 
him who is All? The moſt adverſe chan- 
ces that befal ſuch a Soul, cannot denomi- 
nate it poor; there is a Crown: and 
Princely Inheritance which belongs to 
it. Nay, belides that glorious reverſion, 
we, have expreſs promiſes that ſuch Souls 
ſhall not be altogether deſtitute of neceſ- 
faries to ſuſtain and ſupport them in this 
their pilgrimage. | | 
T have already ſhewed, that Honour and 
Pleaſures are the attendants of Holineſs : 
What in the world is more glorious, than 
fora mati'to conquer thoſe luſts and 1n- 
ordinate appetites that ſeek: the maſtery 
over hitn 2 what pleaſure is able to con- 
K 2 


teſt 
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teſt with thoſe raviſhing joys which re- 
ſult from a holy converſation? There is 
nothing imaginable that ſo exhilarates 
and revives men, as a calm and quiet Con- 
ſcience. Burt I paſs this. 

In thenext place I come to ſhew, that 
the enjoyment of all other bleſſings can 
never profit that man that wants Holi- 
neſs. This is plainly atteſted by our Sa- 
viour, ſaying, What hath a man profited 
if he ſhould gain the whole world,and loſe 
his own ſoul 2 To have an affluence of 
temporal mercies, cannot ſo much as con- 
tribute to a preſent felicity , where the 
forementioned qualification is lacking. 
Outward favours, not attended and chal. _ 
ned with real Holineſs, contribute onely 
to enhance the miſery of their poſleſſor ; 
they being proper fewel to increaſe the 
flame of 1nquietude and reſtleſneſs, but 
unfit to allay it. The greateſt plenty of 
riches cannot ſatisfie the covetous minde, 
which like the Grave cries, Gzve, give. 
The whole world could not fatisfie A/e- 
xander's inſatiable ambition ; but, as the 
Poet ſpeaks, 


Aſtuat infelix anguſto limife mundi. 


Tis indeed impoſiible for a man to en- | + 
Joy 
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joy that earthly felicity he deſigns, .if he 
want Holineſs : For, ſuppoſe he be poſleſ- 
ſed of it, yet the ſecret acknowledge- 
ment of a ſuperiour power , impairs the 
delights that do ariſe from ſuch a ſtate, 
and makes him in the height of his fanci- 
ed felicity ſtartle and quake. Conſcience, 
upon the apprehenſioa of guilt, and the 
vengeance due toit,recoils upon the inner, 


and diſturbs his quiet enjoyment of the . 


pleaſures he might otherwife freely e- 
nough delight in. O how does it moleſt 
and torment him 4 


No@Ge dieque ſunn geſtare in pe@oreteſiem. 


to have an inward principle of Fear haun- 
ting the ſinner in his moſt retired enjoy- 
ment of pleaſures, which cannot be 
filenced by his utmoſt endeavours! This, 
this 1s 1t that torments him with anguiſh 
and confuſion, that allays the imaginary 
pleaſure of the moſt charming Luft, and 
in the midſt of laughter makes his heart 
heavy : which fully verifies the "truth 
of what I faid; that the enjoyment of 
all other bleſſings can never free a man 
from torment, nor a whit profit him that 
1s deſtitute of Holineſs. | 
Fourthly , Holineſs is the moſt incom- 
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parable bleſſing, and frees the Sou] from 
the worſt of evils. What David ſaid 
of Goliahs Sword, I may more ſafely ſay 
of Holineſs, There is none like it ; nothing 
in the world ſo apt to remove thoſe diſa- 
ſters and turmoiling fears that inwardly 
work upon and damp the mindes of men 


with ſevere checks and laſhes, as Holi- 


neſs, which being diametrically oppoſite 
to. ſin, which is the worlt of evils, muſt 
therefore by a neceſlary conſequence be *] 
the beſt of bleflings. 

' Now ſeting contraries placed near to 
other are the more diſcernable, I ſhall 
therefore take a ſhort view of the evil 
and malignity of ſin, that hereby the beau- | 
ty and excellency 'of Holineſs may ap- 
pear the brighter, and have the greater 
force to conquer our affections. 

To expreſs the evil and malignity of 
ſin, Scripture repreſents it by the moſt ug- 
ly and abominable things, by the moſt 
dangerous and terrible Diſcaſes : Nay, 


_ the great Apoltle ſeems to want language 
and compariſons tco, to expreſs the evil 


of it, when he calls 1 it exceedingly evil, as 
if he had aid, it 1afinitely tranſcends all 
other evils'; the malignity of which, no 
Pen can fully delineate and deſcribe,cither 


in Its nature or a Ra 
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Tn its Nature; the Scripture-charatter 
of it is, it is an enmity againſt God; a 
tranſgreſſion and voluntary violation of 
his moſt holy and righteous Law ; a diſ- 
obedience of his Authority, and a wicked 
contempt of all the divine Attributes : 
'tis the woful ſtain and blemiſh of our 
Natures, the diſeaſe of our Souls, and the 
reproach of our Reaſon. | 
The conſequences of fin are fearful and 
fatal. So bad a cauſe can never fail to 
produce the worlt efteCts; for beſides all 
the temporal calamities and miſchiefs 
that befal Mankinde, thoſe unſpeakable 
miſeries and extream torments that ac- 
company men to the, other world, are al- 
{o the dreadful and fad effets of fin. I 
have already ſhewed, that every vice is 
naturally attended with ſame particular 
puniſhment : but that indeed which is 
moſt terrible, which ſhould mightily a- 
maze and (tartle the finner, are the dread- 
ful miſeries of another world : Alas ! how 
diſmal is the conditian of thoſe men who 
have loſt the divine Image, and conſe- 
quently his love and favour, and are lia- 
ble to his fury and wrath 2 who are poſ- 
ſels'd with a /egioz of impure luſts, which 
lead them captive, and hurry them 
headlong to perdition, where they muſt 
| | K 4 have 
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have their eyerlaſting abode yith impure | 
fpirits and deyouring flames. | 

How impoſlible is it to give a jult Liſ 
and Catalogue of the ſad and dreadful 
conſequences of fin, ar fully deſcribe the 
evil and malignity of jt! But yet this im- 
perfed glance may in part ſatisfie and in- 
form us, that a holy and yertuous lite, 
which excludes all thoſe miſchiefs and in- 
conveniencies which both in this and 
the next life attend ſin, is the beſt of bleſ- 
ſings, and frees us from the worſt of e- 
vils, 

Fifthly, Holineſs is the beſt evidence of | 
our being 1n favour with God, and of 
our adoption to Gods Family. How e- 
dulous and inquiſitive are many good 
Chriſtians to underſtand their ſpiritual 
ſtate and condition, that they may know 
into which of the two regions of the 0- 
ther world they ſhall be ſtatedafter death ? 
This is certainly a matter of the greateſt 
conſequence, and deſeryes every mans 
moſt ſerious conſideration; a miſtake here 
being ſo exceedingly dangerous, like a 
wound 11 the vital parts, it proves mor- 
tal and incurable if continued in, Now 
the moſt infallible mark and charaQer of 
our being in favour with God, and that 
which compreheuds all others , 1s- that 


which 
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which the beloved Apoſtle ſets down, 
1 Joh. 3.7, 8, 9, 10. Little children, let 
20 man deceive you « he that doth righteouſ- 
eſs is righteows. ( And every one that doth 
righteouſneſs is born of God, Chap. 2. 29.) 
He that committeth ſin is of the Devil--- 
Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit 
ftu---- In this the children of God are ma- 
w#ifeſt, and the children of the Devil: - 
Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is not of 
God. Let men pretend what they will, 
if they be deſtitute of righteouſneſs, they 
are of their Father the Devil, and can 
claim no intereſt in God as their Father ; 
ſeeing it is purity of Spirit that gives us 
a title to be the Children of the moſt 
high 5 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. Be ye ſeparate, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith 
the Lord Almighty. The whole tenour 
| of the Scripture abounds with ſo many 
ſuch inſtances, that I ſhall ſuperſede a tedi- 
ous citation of texts. _. 4-468 
This then being ſo infallible and cer- 
tain a character, methinks every rational 
man may quickly come to the knowledge 
of his ſpiritual eſtate. A bad man may 
certainly enough know whether he breaks 
the divine Laws, and goes in a continued 
| courſe 
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courſe of ſin z and a good man may fſuf- 
ficiently know whether he obeys the di- 


vine Laws, and is ſincere in his actions.: 


Theſe are things ſo plain and undemiable, 


that all doubts of this kinde. are ridicu-' 
lous. Now 'tis no difficulty to draw. 


theſe plain inferences : 7 break the divine 
Laws, therefore I am not of God - or, T 
obey them, therefore 7 am a Childe of God. 
And this every conſidering man, who im- 
| partially conſiders, and exatly examines 
his life and ations, may be fully enough 
_ aſcertained whether he be a Childe of 
God or not. Alas! how uſeleſs and dange- 
rous 1s it toaſcend unto Heaven to ſearch 
the ſecret and eternal Decrees of God, 
which belong notto us to pry into,that we 
may know whether our Names be written 
in the Book of Life or not > He that doth 
righteouſneſs needs not fear any latent 
Decree concerning his reprobation ; and 
it is the vaineſt thing imaginable, for im- 
penitent and obſtinate ſinners to dream 
that God hath from eternity ele&ed them 
to life. The pure nature of God 1s ſo 
perfectly.-oppoſite to ſin, that it is quite 
impoſſible there can be any agreement 
betwixt him and finners, no more than 
there can be betwixt light and darkneſs. 
The Pfalmiſt acquaints us, That he is mot 
P 
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4 God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs. 
And the Apoſtle hath told us, That the - 
wrath . of God is revealed frons Heaven 
againſt all ungodlinefi and unrighteouſ- 
eſs of men. But yet the righteows Lord 
loveth the righteows : Theſe are the 
; men whom he eſteems his Children , 
” whom the promiſes of eternal life be- 
ong. 

1 the laſt place, thereis nothing in the 
world that will prove ſo effefual to com- 
fort men at the hour of death, as the 
ſweet thoughts of their being ſeparated 
from the pollutions of the world. How 
unſpeakably comfortable is it for men, 
when they are juſt ſtepping into the o- 
ther world, tor refle& upon the good life 
they have led, and that they carry in 
their boſoms Conſciences void of offence 
both toward God and towards man? 
This 1s indeed that noble and Sovereign 
Cordial that revives the ſpirits of good 

' men, in their paſſage through the valley 
and ſhadow of death, and makes their com- 
forts abound and overflow. 

. *_ Death is not ſo ſmall a matter as ſome 
men think ; in Scripture 1t is not unfitly 
called the King. of terrours : Now no- 
thing can free men from the terrour of it, 
but a good Conſcience; and this cannot 


be had without Holineſs, which makes all 
calm and ſerene within. Tt will afford 
men little pleaſure when they come ta 


die, to refle& upon the earthly pleaſures 


they have enjoyed : theſe things profit 


not in the day of wrath ;, but the Gon-_ 


ſcience of well doing makes men ſalute 
death without dread and aſtoniſhment, 
and lift up their heads with joy, becauſe 
the day of their redemption approach- 
eth. 

But with the ungodly and wicked it is 
not ſo; then their ſins ſtare them in their 
face,and fo terrifie and affright them, that 
no wonder though in the extremity of 
their agony they prefer ſtrangling and 
death to life, If holy Job doth ſo heavi- 
ly complain of the terrours of God, how 
much more terrifying ſhall the apprehen- 
ſions of a ſevere and terrible judgement 
be to the unſandtified and polluted > To 
think how ſhortly he mult be everlaſting- 
Iy ſeparate from the good things he en- 
joyed here, and be caſt into utter dark- 


 nefs, to have his portion with the damned # 


in devourifig Flames, to be an everla- 
ſting reſident in the Lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone, where he ſhall be continually tor- 
mented with that gnawing worm that ne- 
ver dies: Theſe are the amazing thoughts 
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that will ſeize upon the ſinner: his Con- 

ſcience then will not (Jeep ; nothing will 

be able to allay thoſe Storms and Tem- 

peſts that are raiſed by the fearful expe- 

tation of the reward due to fin. At 

death, men are generally wiſer than at o- 

ther times 3 then they begin to conſider 
what they have been doing , and call 
themſelves fool a thouſand times for their 
diſobedience and wickedneſs. | The ſmoak 
of worldly cares that formerly  bliaded 
their eyes,are now diſpelled; they fee their 
folly, when it is toolate to mend it; and 
if they do no more, yet Balaam-like, they 
will cry, 0 that I might die the death of 
the righteous [ | - 


"142 "The beauty of Holineſ, Chap. 4. 


CHAP. IV. 


 Frivolouws Cavils and ObjeFions removed.” 


"— former Chapters having diſco» 
vered the Beauty of Holineſs, and 


the mighty power and: force of Argu- + 


ments that eExcite'to the practice of it ; 
one who weighs allthis by the meaſures 
of equity, cannot ( as any nin, would 
_ think ) but look upon it as the ſtrangeſt 
prodigie,.that ſo juſt a Caule ſhould caiſs 
of. its effe@t, and finde. the- ſons of men; 
who pretend to be ſuch Maſters of Rea- 
ſon, %0 monſtrouſly fooliſh in reje@ing 
it upon the account of ſome frivolous 
and very fallacious cavils: But the truth 
is; reſolute Impiety is ſet upon the bench 
and made Judge; and no wonder though 
it paſs an unjuſt ſentence, and condemn 
Holineſs becauſe of its oppoſition to Vice. 

The common 1mputations and prejudi- 
ces which wicked men load Holineſs with, 
T ſhall reduce to the four following Heads. 
Firſt, Holineſs lays upon men heavy bur- 
dens, and grievous to- be. born, which 


makes humane life joyleſs and uneafie, ' a4. 


they being ſo inconliſtent, firſt, with 
Peace 3 
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Peace; and ſecondly, with: Pleaſure and 
Satisfation. 

Secondly, Experience informs us, that 
wicked men enjoy pleaſure and fſatisfa- 
tion in their ways, there being no mem 
ſo jovial and merry as theys and that mers 
who pretend to Holineſs. are fullen, and, 
melancholy, and are expoſed. to heavy 

ſufferings and trials.. | 
Thirdly, Tis fingularity and ambition 
that prevail more with men than any other 
motive to be holy. 

Fourthly, "Tis the greateſt piece of fol- 
ly, ignorance, and impudence, for men to 
quit with preſent pleaſures for mere un 
certainties. | = 

The firſt being the moſt material Obje- 
ction, I ſhall therefore more largely and 
diſtintly examine it; and in doing. of 
this, I ſhall deſire theſe four things 
may be conſidered, Firſt, that the di- 
vine Laws are not grievous and uneaſfie, 
Secondly, that Vice is much more trou- 
bleſom and difficult than Vertue. Thirdly, 
- that Holineſs conduceth both to the Peace 
and Happineſs of humane Societies, -and 
to the temporal Advantage of private 
perſons. And Fourthly, that there is a 
_ great deal of more pleaſure in the ways 
of Holineſs, than in_the commiſſion of 
lin. That 
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That the divine Laws are not grievous 
and uneafie , but extreamly reaſonable* 
and wile, is a truth I have already made 
plain, when I diſcourſed of the rule of Ho« 
lineff. The whole tenour of the Laws of 
Chriſtianity being ſo exceedingly ſuitable 
to the very nature of men, it cannot be ra- 
tionally ſuppoſed that they can be grievous 
to them. St. Pax! to the Philippians, 
gives us a brief and compendious, but 
very full and comprehenſive, account of 
what things the Laws of our Chriſtiani-' 
ty enjoyn,viz. Whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, and whatſo- 
ever things are of good report : all which 
are ſo agreeable to Reafon, that even the 
light of Nature prompts men to the do- 
ing of them, and fully diſcovers it ſelf to 
be an irreconcilable Enemy to all kinde of 
vices. 

'Tis not then Reaſon, but the impe- 
tuous Luſts of men, that determines a ho- 
ly Law to be grievous and uneafie: and ' 
indeed, no wonder though this unjuſt 
Judge make Holineſs appear formidable, | 
and repreſent it as grievous to Mankinde ; ” 
it being ſo much the intereſt of this par- 
tial Judge to condemn it as criminal, 

and 
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and to decrie it as a yoak intolerable-and 
grievous to be born. .*Tis hot probable 
that the moſt innocent ſhall paſs uncoade- 
mned , when an-Enemy is ſet up in the 
Judgement-ſeat to paſs Sentence: our 
le blefled 8av;onr muſt be pronounced guilty 
i by Plat, although even this unjuſt Judge 
as openly profeſt, he found no faxlt in hin. 
- And ſeeing our great Law-giver met with 
it Y fo ſevere a ſentence, who can expect 


Ef Y any more upright verdiQts ſhould paſs up- 
;- onhis Laws? | 

-, But that the divine Laws are "not in- 
r | deed grievous to be born, may eaſily ap- 
- | pearfrom plain Texts of Scripture (which 
- B is the onely infallible rule.) Ourgreat 
1 & Lord. hath himſelf taught his Diſciples, 
n That his yoak is eaſie, and his burder 
# light. And one of his inſpired Diſciples 
) has aſſured us, that his commands are not 
Fl grievow « two Texts ſufficient methinks 


to remove all thoſe prejudices that are 
caſt upon a holy life, as if it were full of 
fatigue and trouble, _ _. 

Bat beſides Scripture, Reaſon and Ex- 
perience too, come in;\to witnels this” 
truth. "ng , Reaſon bears witneſs that 
the divine Commands are extreamly reaſo- 
nable and natural; and is it not agaialt the 
common vote of OR to. ſay, What 

; is 
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3s natura), is uneaſie and dificult > Men 
who impoſe hard and grievous taſks up- 
on others, are by all men condemned as 
- unreaſonable ; which certainly * implies, 
| that whatever 1s reaſonable, 1s not grie- 
vous-and difficult. 'Tis true, fianers, who 
by their many-repeated as of difobe- 
dience have contracted a habit of fin, do. 
indeed commit it with lefs trouble than 
thoſe who firſt engage to this Tyranny 
as Slaves, who by cuſtom look upon that 
as eaſie, which at their firſt entrance up» 
on ſuch a ſlavery was very difficult and 
grievous: And yet whatever eaſe the 
moſt daring ſinner may pretend is to be 
found in the aQts of fin, I durſt appeal 
to his own breaſt, whether he might not 
with'a great deal of more cafe, and lefs 
fatigue, have kept the divine Laws, than. 
he met with in breaking of them, | 
 T eonfef, the Laws of Chriſtianity are} * 
not natural in'a {tri and confined ſence; 
but onely in fo far as they correſpond 
with, and are fuitable to, the nature of 
Mankinde : hence fome fins are faid to 
be annatural; not becauſe, all fins may 
not adopt to: themſelves that title , but- 
becauſe upon a more peculiar and fſpe- 
clal account, all men are ſenfible thatthey 
are bruitiſh',” and unbecoming any who 
| carry. 
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carry in their boſom a rational Soul. 
There is not any vice, but it infeſts and 
prejudges Nature. Anger is a degree of 
Madneſs, that violently tranſports men, 
and quite mars their inward caſe and re- 
poſe. Revenge, a more laſting and deli- 


| berate fury, preys upon the Soul where 


it reſides, and ſo ;diſtrats and hurries it 
with inquietude " mg” reſtleſneſs, that no- 
thing imaginable can be ſuppoſed a grea- 


ter Enemy to Nature , how {weet foe- 


ver and luſcions it may ſeem to depra- 


ved nature. Intemperance, and Vnclean- 


eſs, are fins which debafe Humane na- 
ture below that of beaſts, and are-the 
cauſe of many intolerable pains. and Di- 
ſeaſes, which make Humane life but an 
uneaſie burden. But befides all theſe trou- 
bles, we may adde that horrour of Con- 
ſcience that haunts the finner with fear 


and aſtoniſhment. All which contribute 


to clear the truth of what I aſſert; 

Again, Reaſon tells a man, that it' can- 
not be grievous: to him to perform that 
which is ſo much his intereſt and. advan- 
tage. Men in their ſecular coneeras 
finde 'no- difficulties in any undertaking 
wherein their intereſt 15 concerned; and 
fare it is mang//preateſt intereſt to keep 


the divine Precepts, as-I'have already'ar 
L 2 {ome 
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ſome length diſcovered. *Tis an excel- 
lent ſaying, of as excellent an Author : 
Reaſon ( lays he ) muſt firſt ceaſe to be. 
Reaſon , and commence Phrenzie, before. 
tis poſſible it can ſet it ſelf in defiance 
of thoſe Laws of Chriſt, which are accom 
modated to its greateſt intereſt. Cauſes 
of the decay of Chriſtian Piety, Chap. 5». 

But beſides Reaſon, Experience bears 
alſo witneſs to this truth, that the divine 
| Laws are not grievous. But before I 
proceed to prove this, I ſhall premiſe two 
Cautions : Firſt, when I ſay that Expe- 
rience makes 1t plain, that the Laws of 
Chriſtianity are not grievous; I do not 
mean that a ſinner when he firſt forſaketh 
his ſins, and betakes himſelf to + holy 
and vertuous life, fhall encounter with 
no difficulties; no ſure, this cannot rea- 
ſonably be expected: for his former ha- 
bit in fin will at the firſt give him work 
enough; he has an old cuſtom to op- 
poſe and ſtruggle with, which will coſt 
 him;no ſmall pains to overcome. Se- 
coxdly, far leſs muſt we fondly imagine 


that the Law of Chriſtianity is ſo eaſie, {| 


as ſuperſedes and gives a diſcharge to 
humane induſtry, vigilancy, and care: 
they are but ſtrangers to.a holy life, and 
never knew what it is to obey Gods 

Com- 
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Commands, who never were at any pains, 
nay who are not very induſtrious and 
careful to obſerve them. When our Sa+ 
viour ſays, his yoaks eaſte,he does not here- 
by intend to perſwade men to be like 89- 


lomons \luggard; fure Heaven was never 


deſigned for loiterers in Gods Vineyard : 
but his intent there, is to remove. a com- 
mon prejudice men were like to enter- 
tain againſt Chriſtianity, as if it were an 
intolerable yoak, and inſupportable taſk : 
now this Chriſt forewarns his Diſciples is 
not true. - 
Theſe two things being premiſed, I 
now appeal to Experience ( which of- 
ten corrects errour 1n ſpeculation ) whe- 
ther the Laws of Heaven or Hell are moſt 
grievous. And:to condeſcend as far as 
poſſible, I ſhall not here call in the Ex- 
periences of good men, who all unani- 
moully aſſent that there is more eaſe and 
leſs fatigue in obeying, than in breaking 
the divine Laws ; but I ſhall ſubmit to 
the ſianers own teſtimony, when he 1s in 
his moſt ſober ſtate; I mean, when he is 


| under the extremity of ſome- pain iafli- 


Cted by his fins, or when he lies upon his 
death-bed : at other times, when he is 19 
the purſute of ſome Luſt, no wonder 


though he paſs as unjuſt a ſentence as. fick 


L 3 men 
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men do of taſtes, who having their pa-. 
lates infefted with ſome venomous and 
filthy humor, judge. every thing , be-it 
really neyer ſo pleaſant, to be bitter and 
harſh. 

Go then to ſinners when they come 
to themſelyes (as it is ſaid of the Prodi- 
gal; He came to himfelf, as if he had been 
before mad or diſtracted ) and aſk them 
whether they finde more trouble in their 
doing or omitting of fin 2 Aſk-the Drun+ 
kard, who by his intemperance lies ſmar- 
ting under the tormenting pains of the 
Gout, whether he had been wiſer, and. 
ſuffered leſs trouble, if he had been tem- 
perate, and abſtained from exceſs? Nay, 
befides the diſeaſes that many, if not moſt 
of vices bring upon men; there are ſome 
fins that make men ſenſibly in the time 
finde pain and trouble. Go to the La- 
ſcivious and Wanton perſon who is tor- 


mented with the Pox, and aſk whether 
bis fin be grievous to him or not ? There 


are few ſins which are not attended with 
grievous concomitants. But I ſhall not 1n- 
ſift. 

T confeff, no mens Experiences are ſo 
likely to demonſtrate this truth, nor are 
more pertinently appealed to, as theirs 


who have once experimented the plea»; 


ſures 
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ſures and pains of both ſtates : Aſk there-. 
fore thoſe, who ; were. once Drunkards 
and Adulterers, but are now fandified 
and ſettled in a courſe of Holineſs: and 
I am ſure they ſhall verily, teſtifie, that it 
is onely Satan's Yoak that is uneaſte and 
burthenſome. , \ 
But granting that there 1s ſome difficul- 
ty in the exa&t obſervation of the Laws 
of Chriſtianity , ( as ſure any man who 
conſults the corruption of his own na+ 
ture, and the depraved inclinations there- 
of, againſt which they are levelled, will 
never deny ). yet if this ſhall be judged 
a good Argument to cancel the Laws of. 
Chriſtianity, all Laws whatſoever ſhall 
be quite daſhed out, and baniſhed the 
world ; for who ſhall be guilty, if he may 
have the liberty to ule this for, a relevant | 
excuſe ? 
This being then ſo unreaſonableto ima- 
ine, (and if it ſhould be: admitted, 
ould yet nevera whit excuſe the (inner, 
who to his experience findes {in to be fo 
uneaſie and troubleſome) yetT ſhall adde 
two Canſiderations that. demonſtrate , 
the Laws of Chriſtianity are more ealie 
than any other Laws, that ever were in- 


.vented 3 and that they are_not ( as car- 


nal men repreſent them) hard . ſayings 
| ol > which 


- 
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which none can bear. Firſt, the Author. : 
of the Goſpel-precepts hath offered to 
us an aſſiſtance, able to conquer all the 
difficulties that can be ſuppoſed to at- 
tend the keeping of his-Mandates. Tis 
true, if Chriſt had enjoyned his follow- 
ers to obey 4 Law which could not poſ- 
ſibly be kept ; I confeſs, in that caſe, his - 
Commands had 'been grievous, and his 
Yoak, inſupportable: Or if he had been © 
fatisfied with no lefs than perfe& inno- 
cency, and unſinning obedience, I don't 
ſee how this prejudice and cavil could 
have been removed. . But he who pre- 
ſcribed thoſe Precepts , conſidered the 
frailties of our nature, and the weakneſs . 
of man in this lapſed "eſtate ; 3 and there- 
fore he has provided help for us, if we 
will but be at the pains ſeriouſly to im- © 
plore it; For he giveth his Spirit to theme 
that ask, it. And upon this account the 
beloved Apoſtle encourageth Chriſtians 
to obey the precepts of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe, Greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world. 
Secondly, The excellency of the Re- 

- ward that is promiſed to the obedient, is 
a moſt noble conſideration to make men _ 
(as the Pfalmiſt ſpeaks) run the way of : 
Gods Commandments, The prowiſſory 
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part of the Goſpel , renders the prece- 
ptive part eafie. Methinks the holy Soul 
e f|f ſhould with comfort thus expreſs-1t (elf, 
- | when the greateſt difficulties offer: Good 
is | God! ſhall I bediſcouraged to' obey the 
'- | hardeſt ( if any thing proceeding from 
> | infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs can be 
S . | faid to be difficult Y of thy Command- 
s - | ments, when fo glorious a prize 1s the re- 
2 {| ward thereof ? If a terrene and tempo- 
- } ral felicity animates others to encounter 
{ the moſt Giant-difficulties, how much -- 


more ' unconcernedly ſhould I flight all 
hazards, and contemn by a fearleſs cou- 
: rage all dangers, for that bleſſed hope that 
> | # ſet before me? Can I remember there 
- {| is a Kingdom promiſed, and yet be terri- 
fied from it by ſuppoſed "difficulties, or 
* j complain that the: way is inacceſſible ? 
| Dol really know that it is indeed a good 
i Larfd, md am yet diſcouraged to attempt 
the taking of it, becauſe it wilt require 
ſome violence? Shall I, like the Rexbe- 
ites and Gadites, (et up my reſt on this 
fide of Jordan, notwithſtanding this pro- 
| poſal of Canaan £ No ſure; eternal Life 
18 too noble a prize to be loſt, for fear of 
fighting © the Good * fight.” I regard: no 
difficulties while I eye the Crown; I can- . 
not think thoſe Precepts grievous, that 
Fw, are. 


Fl 
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are enforced by ſo many 'excellent._ pro- 
miſes. | So great a recompence of reward 
ſhould , methinks , inſpire the dulleſt 
Heart, and ſweeten the hardeſt Service z 
. ſhould make any one willing and content 
to ſacrifice his moſt beloved luſts, to:cut, 
off the right Hand, and pluck out the: 
right eye, which ſtand in the way, and 
hinder him from entring 1nto Hea- 
Ven. | 
Having thus endeavoured to explain 
upon what account rhe Laws of Chriſti- 
anity are not grievous; I hope I ſhall aat 
need to inliſt long upon the follow- 


ing particulars. At firſt ſight it ſeems. 


plain, that ſince the caſe is ſo, Vice muſt 
certainly. be more troubleſome than Ver- 


tue; and that it is eaſter for men ta live. 


holily, than wickedly : and yet, L know 
nat by what ſtrange artifice, Holineſs has 
had the bad luck to be repreſented, as 


being extreamly difficult. I confeſs, I. 


Pr en ner on = 


intend not to inveigh againſt the ſacred 'Þ 


Tribe of Levi, who have repreſented 
Heaven almoſt as unacceſiible, as the I(- 
raclitiſh Spzes did the good Land of Ca- 
24ar 3 knowing they thereby onely de- 


figne to raiſe mens endeavours; although 
I could have wiſhed that they had con- | 
ſidered better, how readily men of cor- : 

| rupt 
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rupt mindes and:;vitious practices lay a- 
fide all care of Gods Commandments, 
upon this ſuggeſtion, . that: they are grie- 
vousz- and are deterred from. a holy and 
vertgous- like, 3c 7% 25.4 3o $5 

Bat that Vice is' more troubleſome and 
uneaſie than Vertue, will: ( beſides what 
I have formerly ſaid ). appear to be fo, 
from the following Conſiderations. Firs, 
Sacred Records repreſent ſinners as men 
who weary themſelves with ſin 5, and the 
Prophet 7/aah deſcribes their trouble by 
a very apt fimilitude,” 7/2..57. 20. The 
wicked is like the troubled ſea, when it 
cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
dirt. The ways of fin are frequently 
called crooked paths, and wicked men are 
ſaid to walk aſtray; whileas the way of 
Holineſs and Vertue is ſaid to be a 
ſtreight and high way + A!l which Phraſes 
plainly enough imply, that the former is 
fallof intricacy and perplexitics, and the 


\. latter plain andeaſfie. 


Experiences to prove this, are every 
day ſo multiplied, that they may abun- 
dantly ferve to filence all doubts, The 
Drunkard can experimentally tcll the 
coſtlineſs of his fin, and the tormenting 
diſeaſes that are frequently the effe&-of 
an overcharged Stomach ; the uneaſie- - 
' \ belchings 
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belchings and overturnings within, the 
grievous pains of Head and Joynts. The 
Wanton:and Laſciviowus can produce his 
painful boils and ſores, to witneſs the: { 
uneaſineſs of Luſt; at beſt, he can onely }| t 
produce an hefick Body. But beſides 
thoſe loathſlome diſeaſes that are the ef- 
fe&s of Laſciviouſneſs, how reſtleſs and 
uneaſie is the condition of ſuch perſons ? 
But how impoſlible is it to give a juſt 
liſt of thoſe miſeries that Wantonneſs and 
Intemperance hurry men to? To what a 
multitude of amazing difficulties does 
Pride expoſe men! what miſchiefs, jarrs 
and conteſts does it raiſe? Ervy and Re- 
venge torment mens ſpirits, and fo dif- 
quiet and perturb them, that men may 
as well take fire into their boſom, and 
pretend they perceive no torment, as 

lodge thoſe horrid luſts in their breaſts 

without the ſenſe of their extream miſery ' 
and pain. The Covetows minde 1s never 
at reſt, but 1s ever craving and deſirous 
of more. But to ſhew how troubleſome 
the praftice of every fin is, requires a ' 
larger diſcourſe than I can well allow. 

But how eafie is Vertue, if compared 
with Vice? At what<trouble and pains 
are men, to invent a lie? and when they 
have contrived it, they - cannot but be 
afraid > 
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afraid leſt it be diſcovered. But how ea- 
fie is 1t to ſpeak the truth? With how 
much art and pains do men trouble them- 
ſelves to conceal their vices >? The Adul- 
terer is wearied with watching - conve- 
nient opportunities, and afraid leſt he be 
diſcovered ; whileas the chaſt perſon en- 
joys himſelf quietly, & is troubled with no 
ſuch attender. The covetows Miſer is cru- | 
ciate and tormented with a deſire of what 
he cannot expeCt ; is extreamly. tormen- 
ted by an inceſlant care, leſt he-loſe what 
he hath, and ever toiling to acquire more 3 
whileas the vertuous Soul. is contented 
with what he enjoyeth, and grudgeth not 
to beſtow a part of what is his to o- 
; thers. | | 
There is no man who is not quitegiven 
up to commit all manner of wickedneſs, 
and whoſe conſcience is not ſeared as with 
a hot Iron, but can tell by his experience, 
how perplexing and uneafie Vice 1s. And 
to make this yet more plain, I ſhall adde 
theſe few following Reaſons. Firſt, the 
nature of Vice is. ſo/ reproachful , that 
men are even troubled to coyn ſhifts to 
avoid the ,owning-it; and ſure this can- 
not but be uneaſfie to men. | Secondly, the 
moſt-viciouſly inclined. perſons, who will 
not-practiſe, yet. are forced for their or 
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| | reſt to pretend Vertue, and uſually indeed. 
become greater Zealots than thoſe what 


are really vertuous: But this cannot but 
be exceedingly troubleſome to them, it. 


being againſt their inclinations, and con-" 


tradiftory -to the internal ſentiments of 
their mindes. And beſides, at what pains. 
are they to make other men believe that 


they are real in what they onely pretend ? 


Thirdly, Viceis very perplexing and diffi-/ 


cult, upon the account that 1t requires 
hard, if not impoſſible performances : the 
Covetous minde is prompted to attempt 
many difficulties to obtain what it craves, 
and after all is diſappointed. Nay, in- 
deed, Covetouſneſs 1s a vice fo uneafie 


and troubleſome, that it propoſeth what 
can never be acquired : for after it hath 


got what is deſigned, it 1s reſtleſs, and as 


ready to ſay Give, give, as ever. But. 
Lafily , that which contributes moſt to _ 
render Vice uneaſie, are thoſe after-pangs 
of Conſcience which fill the Soul with 
horrour and amazement ; the conſciouſneſs © 
of guilt ſtings and torments it, and makes - 
the ſinner a terrour to himſelf, Tis im- 


poſlible either to gag or corrupt-'Con- 


ſcience; that it ſhall never-give any check. - 
But now 'how quieting and fſolacing is / 
Vertue?- no man ever yet complainedithat | 
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terrours haunted him for living holily. 
ho] O how do the thoughts of a vertuous life 
ut F refreſh men in the mid(t of greateſt dan- 
it F vers? Letus go to ſinnerson their death- 
N-'F bed, and then we ſhall finde-this truth 
of preached to the full; an evidence valid 
NSF enough to condema fin as the uncafieft 
"at Y thing imaginable. | 
dF And thus we have ſeen how many dif- 
it-"J ficulties attend fin, both before, and after - 
ES FF it is committed, And now what reaſon 
ne | can any man alleadge for the pretended 
PC FF cafineſs of fin > 1 confeſs, I know not 
Ss; | any thing, except it be c#ſ{ozy, that can 
1- F be pertinently adduced; but how weak 
e JF is this Plea 2? for although Cuſtom, which 
it JF isa ſecond nature, may contribute very 
h J much to ſtupifie the Judgement, - and - 
'9 F harden the Conſcience, - and ſo confe- 
ty quently make Vice the more ealie; ye. 
0 | we canhardly ſuppoſe that ever Humane 
S | naturewill ſo far aflimilate the nature of + 
mere Animals, as to be deprived of Rea- 
S'F ſon and Conſcience: And ſure, fo long 
O 


as any of ' thefe remain, Vice muſt needs 
meet with oppoſition. But Secondly,nt 
men-wrll compare the caſineſs of Vertue 
and Vice, they :muft put them in equal 
circumſtances 3. and then F doubt not hat = 
Vice ſhall rand condemned, as the great 
o | troubler 
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troubler of peace and quietneſs. For'in- 
ſtance, let us ſuppoſe that a man 1s ac- 
cuſtomed toa holy life, and is habituate to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly ; in 
this caſe, let any man make but the expes+ 
riment, and I am ſure he ſhall. ingenu- 
ouſly acknowledge, that a good life af: 
fords more tranquillity and peace, than 
Vice dares lay claim to. LE 

And yet,I know not by what bad luck, 
Holineſs has been repreſented as oppoſite I 
to mens preſent welfare, and hurtful to 
their peace and tranquillity. How ground- 
leſs this prejudice is, I have already en- 
deavoured to ſhew. I ſhall therefore 
now onely in a few words make it plain, 
that Holineſs is the moſt effe&ual method 
that can be taken, to exalt the publick 


Dy 


peace and happineſs of a Nation. And 


Secondly, that it infinitely conduceth to. 


_ the happineſs, peace , and tranquillity of 


particular perſons ; and that nothing 1s {6 
inconſiſtent with, and hurtful to both, as 


4 Sw much Holineſs tends / to the ad- 


vancement of publick peace in a King- 
dom and Nation, appears very plainly 
from the Wiſe mans obſervation, Prov. 
I4. 34+. Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation 3, 
but ſin is the reproach of any people. _ | 

cac. 
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the Apoſtle St, James gives us a true ac- 
count of the cauſes, of publick jars, Ja. 
4. I. From whence come wars and figh- 
tings amongſt you? are they not hence, e- 
ver from your luſts that war in your mem- 
bers 2 If 'mankinde. had not corrupted 
cheir ways, and degenerated from their 
priſtine purity, how peaceable and hap- 
py had. humane ſocieties been? but  1n 
this lapſed ſtate,, Ambition, Pride, and 
[njuſtice a& their tragical parts, and ſo 
tend to the deſtruction of humane ſocie- 
ties, that if there, did not remain ſome 
ſparks and remainders of Religion , 'tis 
not poſlible 'that humane ſociety could 
evite an utter ruine. And he that well 
ponders the ſettled courſe of divine Pro- 
vidence, hall eafily affent, that in all'A- 
ges Righteouſneſs and Vertue have been 
rewarded with a temporal tranquillity 
and happineſs;z and that fruitful lands 
have been turned into barrennefs, for the 
wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. 
And indeed 'tis very reaſonable to think 
that the divine Juſtice will reward a righ- 
teous Nation , and puniſh a rebellious 
People. Tis true , he may defer his 
Judgements for a while, yet his Juſtice 
will not always give,place to mercy and 
forbearance 3 but a Nation that conti- 

M - nueth 
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nueth and increaſeth its provocations,, 
muſt expe& to be puniſhed in this world, 
( which is the onely proper place ) as a. 
righteous Land may expe a preſent res 
ward. 5 Pp 

.= That Holineſs doth alſo conduce to the 
peace and quietneſs of particular perſons, 
1s nothing leſs evident from Scripture : 
Pſal, 119.165. Great peace have they that 
love thy Law , and nothing ſhall offend 
them + but the wicked is like the trou- 


bled ſea when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters... 


caſt up mire and dirt, Ia. 57. 20. I have 
once and again ſhewelt}, that there can 
| beno inward tranquillity and peace, where 
Holineſs is wanting: the very thoughts 
of God, which above all things are moſt 
ſweet , are” notwithſtanding troubleſome 
to wicked men. But becauſe Humane 
nature is in this degenerate ſtate extream- 


ly ſunk down into Senſe, and more apt to 


'. be wrought upon by temporal advanta- 
ges, than what onely concern the Soul, 
and have a proſpect to things that are 


future; I have alſo in the former part. 


of this Diſcourſe endeavoured to make 
plain, how advantageous Holineſs is upon 
the toreſaid account ; and that length of 
days are in her right hand , and in her 
left hand riches and honour : That her 


ways 
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ways are ways of pleaſantnefs, and all her 
paths peace; That Godlineff is great gain, 
having the promiſes of the life that now 
is, as well as of that which is to come. 
And indeed, any man, who.confiders the 
- | nature and reaſon of the thing, cannot 
| but be inclined to/think it muſt be'*fo :. 
.. | For how canthat man be expoſed to trou- 
' | ble and diſquietment, who hath go 
| | the maſtery over his Paſſions? And Tdare 
| appeal to the fingers own experience, 
whether vices have not beert prejtidicial 
| to his health, macerated his Body',” and 
| filled him with tortures and pains ? whe- 
' | ther ſome fins have not brought him to 
poverty arid diſgrace, ruined both his e- 
{kate and finie? Can any man produce 
any good effe& that ever ſin cauſed ? ſure, 
if men would ſpeak impartially , they 
ſhould acknowledgeall this to be true. 
That there is a great deal of more plea- 
ſure in the ways of Holineſs than in the 
commiſſion of fin, ( which is the fourth 
thing propoſed to be conſidered ) needs 
not puzzle any man to prove it. How de- 
lightful - are - all a&s of Piety and Ver- 
tue? how unexpreſſible is that comfort 
that the devout Soul findes in converſing 
with God > Well might the Pialmiſt ay, 
Light is ſown for the righteons, and glad- 
M 2 neſs 
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eſs for the upright in heart, Plal, 97. 11, 
he often experienced that ſweetneſs and 
ſatisfaction that is the reſult of obedience ; 
whileas Solomon, who could paſs the beſt 
verdid& of ſenſual pleaſures, yet concludes 
them to be but vanity and vexation of 

ſpirit... | 
There be twa things that allay the plea- 
ſures of fin: Firſt, the unrulineſs of 1m- 
moderate paſſions, which fret and vex the 
mindes. of men , and hinder the ſinner 
from taſting its pleaſure, Secondly, the 
fear of an 1nviſible being,. armed: to pu- 
niſh them for their miſdemeagors;;: Cons: 
ſcience, upon the apprehenſion of guilt, 
' recoils, upon the ſinner, and mars all the 
pleaſure he promiſed himſelf to enjoy: 
This made Belſbazzer, a King, and envi- 
roned with his Nobles, tremble and quake 
in the mid{t of his cups. -But-ſuppoſing 
vices did bring as much. pleaſure along 
with them as they pretend, yet upon two 
accounts they are not half ſo delicious 
as the pleaſures that ſpring from -a good. 
life. Firſt, the pleaſures of fin. are ſo 
interrupted, of a ſhort duration, or, as 
the Apoſtle exprefſeth them, they are but 
for a ſeaſon 5 how quickly will a period 
be put to all theſe. pleafures, which now 
make ſo much noiſe? They are very fitly 
 þ compared 
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compared by Solomon, to the crackling of 
thores under 4 pot., which are ſcarce 24 
ner in 2 blaze, than they vaniſh ; but the 
joys that ſpring from a good converſa- 
tion, are at their loweſt ebb here: they 
do indeed continue, for no war taketh 
away this joy; but Heaven is the defigaed 
place for the good Soul to feed upon 
thoſe Rivers of pleaſures that are at God's 
right hand for evermore. Secondly, (en- 
ſual pleaſures do ſoon cloy mens appe- 
tites ; we cannot enjoy long any ſenſual 
delight, but we are quickly weary of it : 
but it is not ſo with ſpiritual delights 5 
'tis onely the abſence of them, when ſu- 
ſpended for our fins, that troubles and 
moleſts us. *Tis impoſſible that ſenſual 
pleaſures can fatisfie the :ſoul' of man, 
which was never framed for a Mahome- 
tan Paradiſe; nor can it be rationally ex- 
pected, that he who is conſcious to him- 


ſelf of guilt, ſhould be free from fear ; 


which being ſo tormenting , can never 
permit men to enjoy pleaſure freely. 
-But let us deſcend to ſenſual pleaſures, 
and we ſhall finde,that he who 1s tempe- 
rate and moderate, is more likely to re- 
liſh the pleaſantneſs of Meat, Drink, and 
Paſtime, than the intemperate and 1mmo- 


derate. He who relieves the Poor, and 
M 3 refreſh- 
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refrefſheth the Needy, cannot but finde' . 


more real ſweetneſs and fatisfation in dos! 


ing ſo, than he who drinks away his E-' 


ſtate. He who ſpeaks the truth, findes 
not thoſe mls checks *of Conſci- 
ence which are the juſt reward of lying. 
But all this will more plainly appear, by 
the Solution of the next Obje&ion. 
The ſecond Imputation is brought from 
Experience; namely , that wicked men 
are for ordinary very jovial and cheerful, 
and enjoy a great deal of fatisfaftion in 
their ways 3 whereas men who pretend 
to Piety and Holineſs, are very fad and 
diſconſolate. 
To this T anſwer; That the Queſtion is 
not whether wicked men have ſome plea- 
ſure 1n.their fins, or not? but, whether 
that pleaſure that ariſeth from a good 


life, be not infinitely preferable to theſe 2, 


Alas ! the moſt promifing ſenſual plea- 
fare (ſuppoſing it to be lawful ) is much 
inferiour to the ſatisfattion and comfort 
that ſprings from a good Conſcience. How 
much more incon(iderable muſt finful plea- 
ſures be, which are attended with ſo black 
and diſmal conſequences? Indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every 
ſoul of man that doth evil. Sinful plea- 
ſures are at the beſt but ſhort; and ſure 


-—- 


this | 
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this conlideration contributes very mach 
to leſſen their value: But that which 
makes them ſo mean, and not worth the 
enjoying, 1s the painful Eternity that ſuc- 
ceeds to them. TO 

However then the wicked may appear 
jovial and merry , yet their inward 
thoughts (if we -could diſcover them ) 
cannot be at quiet and eaſe : Whatever 
pleaſure they may reap in the preſent a, 
yet they cannot afterwards look unto 
themſelves without horrour and amaze- 


ment: The after-ſtings of fin are ſo pain- 


fu}, that he buys thoſe preſent pleaſures 
at a rate no reaſonable man would pur- 
chaſe them. LW DE? cub 
But that wicked men cannot really en- 
joy that pleaſure and contentment they 
pretend to, ſeems very plain from Reaſon. 
For firſt, How can any man be ſatisfied 
with thoſe a@ions which are ſo croſs to 
his very nature, and oppoſite to Reaſon, 
as every fin is? Can a man finde plea- 
ſare in doing that which he knows. he 
ought not todo? ſure the reboundings 
of Conſcience, upon the apprehenſion of 
doing amiſs, will ſoon raſe out any plea- 
ſure that ſin affords; and a fick man may 
more rationally expe& reſt, than thoſe 
men pleaſure and contentment. Second- 
| M 4 . ly, 
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ly, it can afford little pleaſure to men, to 
a&t quite contrary .to their own intereſts z 
it is rather like the Jaughter of fools and 
mad men, than a real pleaſure, that ſuch 


men can pretend to. Now every ſinner | 


quite ruines his intereſt and happineſs, 
while he runneth headlong to deſtru- 
fion 3 and for a preſent pleaſure, which 
1s. onely grateful to the ſenſual. appetite, 


loſeth thoſe laſting Rivers of pleaſure, 


which, though future, are yet certain, and 
which are calculated for the Soul. Third- 


ly, What pleafure can any man enjoy, ' 
who is ſure to be eternally tormented ? . 


As there 3s no peace, lo no pleaſure to the 
wicked, who are at oddes with God, whoſe 
favour is better than life. | 

Byt what reaſon have good men to be 
ſad and diſconſolate, fince all the cauſes 
of grief are removed from them ? Light 
# ſown for the righteous, and gladneſs for 
the upright in heart; fo that the Apoſtle 
had good reaſon to double that Exhorta- 
tion, Rejoyce in the Lord, again I ſay re- 


Joyce. O how ſatisfying and pleaſant is | 


it for men to act reaſonably, and to be aſ- 
ſured that they have done their duty, and 
have afted for their own intereſt! Our 
rejoycing is this, (faith the Apoſtle ) #he 


teſtimony of our  conſciences, that in all” 
x | ſerplicity 
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ſimp implicity and godly ſincerity we have had 


our converſation in the world. 

Sure there was never any man who 
was troubled for living holily, there be- 
ing noreaſon why any ſhould : 'Tis true, 
good men may be ofa melancholy diſpo- 
fition, and naturally inclined to ſadneſs ; 
but. this can be no refle&ion on Holineſs, 
as if it were the cauſe of that melan- 
choly temper : nay,the beſt of men have 
their own failings, and no wonder though 
theſe breed ſome trouble and diſquiet : 
But this is not to be diſconſolate for be- 
ing good, but for doing evil. And in- 
deed,l may adde, that the great abomina- 
tions and profanity, the contempt of Re- 
ligion, and diſhonour that is done to God 
that abounds, may: very rationally make 
good men with the Pſalmiſt ſay, Rivers 
of tears run down my eyes, becauſe men 
obſerve not thy Law. 

And thus this imputation caſt upon 
Holineſs, is cafily wipd off, Grief and 


| fadnefsare not the effect of a good life 5 
| but of an imperfe& obedience : And 


while our fins call for mourning and fa- 
ſting, it were a piece of madneſs for men 
to be jovial and merry , and entertain 
themſelves with thoſe deceitful melodies, 
which will end 77 weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth. And 
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men is not ſo obvious to the eye of men; 
as 'it isto him who is'the ſearcher of the 
heart; it 1s rather the artifice of the fors 
mal Penitent, and hypocritical Profeſſor, 
than the charafer of the Righteous, to 
dis figure their faces, and appear ſad and 
demure, A good man chuſeth rather, 
with David; to mourn in ſecret, and when 
he appears-in pablick' to waſh his face, 
than with . thoſe Hypocrites of whom 
Iſaiah (ſpeaks, who bow down their head 
like a%ball-ruſh, who have choſen affliFion 
rather than inizocence. | 

The next imputation caſt upon Holi- 
neſs is, that it is but a piece of ſgulari- 


ty, and a vain ambition to walk alone. 


Anſ. T am heartily ſorry that the univer- 
fal deluge of Impiety ſhould make good 
mea ſay as once Elijah did in another 


caſe, T am onely left : the few number of | 


good men, compared with the vaſt mul- 
titude and Armies of tranſgreſſors, makes 
them to be eſteemed ſingular and precile ; 
and brings upon them the: wrath and fu- 


ry of ungodly ſinners, becauſe they will 


not run \with them to the ſame exceſs of 


riot, and wallow in the mire as they do. _ 


But truely this charge is not more ratio- 
nal, than if a company of mad men ſhould 


And yet the ſorrow of truely good 


call 
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call onea ſingular fool, becauſe he does 
not comply with them in all their extra- 
vagant aftings, which do really rather 
require pity and compaſſion than imita- 
tion. 

T doubt not but Singularity in ſome 
caſes is a yery intolerable temper, and 
unbecoming any man who pretends wiſ- 
dom: but yet, if it be univerſally con- 
demaed, and in no caſe admitted. as rea- 
ſonable, I don't ſee but the charge will 
rebound upon the ſinner, who 1a this de- 
generate age thinks the worſe of him- 
ſelf, 1 heexceed not others in wicked- 
nels. | 

But ſince Holineſs is ſo conformable to 
Humane reaſon, ſo advantageous and be- 
neficial to every man; what madaeſs is 
it to condemn 1t as ſingular? Sure, he 
who intends to walk as a man who is of 
a good underſtanding, ( as good men are 
ſaid to be) who intends to minde his 
intereſt and. happineſs, will never be 
frighted from Holineſs, becauſe may be it 
is not in vogue, nor become the mode of 
the Kingdome. If a whole Kingdom (ex- 
cepting a few ) {ſhould rebel againſt their 
Prince, would it be any blot upon theſe 
few Loyal Subjeds, that they affected Sin- 
gularity ? | 


But 
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Byt this cavil is ſo inſignificant and fil- 
ly, that I need not enlarge. Sure, ſince, 
Holineſs is the -pecnliar excellency and, 


noble embelliſhment of Humane nature, 


ſince it is ſo venerable and lovely, and of, 


all perfeions the moſt..excellent 3 he mult | 


be degenerate to the brutal nature, who, 
condemns Singularity in Holineſs ; for this, 
is in truth a condemning a man becauſe 
he is more excellent than F. neghbour, as. 
the righteous is ſaid to be in Scripture. 

 Thelaſt heavy Charge is, that it is folly 
and madneſs. for men to quit with their 


preſent pleaſures, and expole themſelves. 


to grievous troubles, for a future reward 
| which 1s uncertain, and which no body 
ever ſaw.To this I A»ſwer,Firlt,it is a great 
miſtake to think that Holineſs expoſeth 
men to relinquiſh temporal and ſenſual 
pleaſures, there being no men in the 
world ſo qualified to experiment the 
ſweetneſs of theſe, none who live 1n fo 
happy and flouriſhing condition , who 
are more healthfu], and; enjoy a greater 
meaſure of peace and quietneſs, than good 
men. The onely inconveniency they: are 
expoſed to, is afiliction upon the account 
of Religion ; which when Chriſtianity 
did commence, was no rare thing , but 
now is not ſo ordinary. But ſuppoſing 
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\as 3: 


ſen. | x 
Secondly, Although the reward of Ho- 
lineſs be future, yet 'tis not uncertain. We 
have as: great aſſurance that there will be 
a reward for the Righteous 'in another 
world, as the nature of the thing is capas 
ble of: and fare he 1s. an unwiſe man:that./ 
aſks :any other demonſtration -or proof; 
Now that: there is a: reward laid up for 
good men, which though: uafeen, 'is yet 
as. certain-as if 1t were: obvious-t6 ſents; 
we-have'the greateſt rational. evidence; 
and«the beſt moral arguments-to confirm 
| it. 'For firſt,ift there be a. God ; Seconds 
- Iy, if the Scriptures. be the Word of God; 
| then there is not -any thing more certain, 
than that there is a ſtate of rewards and. 
puniſhments after this life, Firſ#, if there 
be a God, then we-'can have no reaſona- 
- ble ſcruple about” the future reward : for 
fince God 1s holy and juſt ( perfeftions eſ- 
| ſential 


- | good men were expoſed to- greater affli- 
. | cionsthanother men, yet there is a great 
{ | deal of ſatisfaction in ſubmitting to them, 
. | ſince they are but /ight affliions, and 
p | momentary too, which work for ws a'fas 
|| z2ore exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
\ | t3-- Theſe {mall evils- are rather tobe 
. | endured, than laſting pains and torments. 
. | Sure, Oftwoevils, the leaſt is to be cho+ 
s 
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 ſentialtoa Deity ) then certainly he will, 
as the great Governour 'of the World, 
reward Vertue, and puniſh” Vice, But 
this doth not always fall out fo here 
therefore it is reaſonable to conclude, that 
he hath reſerved the wicked till that great 
day of wrath, and prepared a reward | r 
for the righteons. Secondly, If the Scri« |} r 
pture.be-the Word of God, then he who |} £ 
runs may read this truth. v 
We have then the greateſt moral afſu- } V 
rance poſſible, that there is: a future re- | fi 
ward ; which may ſufficiently encourage || c 
men to hazard all they enjoy here, for || a 
the expectation of it. But I ſhall onely } d 
ſuppoſe that the future reward is poſſiblez } q 
(which I think few will deny; or can I r: 
prove it to be impoſlible } yet even /up» - | #7 
on this ſuppoſition, good men-who. part | 1) 
with the tranſitory things of: this life; | fc 
prove a great deal wiſer than thoſe who |} & 
condemn them : For if there be no life 
after this, all the loſs a good-man ſuffers, 
1s that of temporal convemiency ; he hath 
denied himſelf the enjoyment of ſenſual 
pleaſures, fo far as he judgeth them fin- 
ful ; he 1s not ſo intemperate as other 
men, and perhaps is expoſed to ſome ha- 
zards for his Religion ; at the moſt, a/ 
that he 1s to hazard is but very ſmall, 
| But 
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But if there be a future reward, in what 
a diſmal ſtate are the wicked, who ſhall 
everlaſtingly be deprived. of it, and be 
irrecoverably plunged into a ſtate of la- 
ſting and ſevere torments ? 

But ſince we are | afſured- of a fature 
reward , and know certainly, that #he 
righteows ſhell ſhine forth as the ſur in the 
Kingdom of their Father , and that the 
, wicked ſhall be caſt into utter darkyeſfs 
What folly and madaeſs- is it to. be care- 
ful for the Body',- and careleſs what be- 
comes of the Soul ; to provide for Time, 
and negle& Eternity 2 Sure tis no won» 
der . though the Wiſe: man does fo fre- 
quently charaQterize:the ſinner a-foot; and 
repreſents him as one that [ackethwnder- 
ſtanding : And indeed, we may rational- 
ly. ſay, This their way is their folly their 
fooliſh choice proclaims, #hat thoſe wors+ 
kers of iniquity have no knowledge. 


4, 
- 
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- The Concluſion. -- 


\E have now ſeen the Excellency 

and Beauty of Holineſs, have dit- 
covered-. the  abſohite Perfe&tion of 'its 
Nature, and the Compleatneſs of its Rule 4 
have taken a view of its Allurements 
and powerful Motives, and” have difeo- 
vered the -weakneſs of thoſe Cavils: that 
are urged againſt it: and what remains; 
but that we ſet about this work with: the 
greateſt-ſeriouſneſs imaginable z that w4 
give no ſleep to our eyes, nor ſiumber to our 
ege-lids, till we-forfake our fins, and en- 
ter 'upan a courſe of Holineſs ? 

If God had impoſed upon us a heavy |! 
and intolerable yoak; if he had com-. 
manded us to perform ſome grievous and 
uneafie ſervice, had we not been obliged 
to have obeyed ? But ſince he onely-. 
commands us to waſh and be clean, re-' 
quires onely our conſent to what is ſo 
much our own intereſt, onely exaCts that; 
we. ſeparate our ſelves from thoſe luſts 
that pollute and defile us, that vex and; 
tormentY 
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torments our mindes, and which ( if 
continued in) will certainly ruine and 
undous; what fools and mad men are we 
if we refuſe to hear his voice ? 

' Almighty God has been drawing us 
with the Cords of Love; has preſented 
to us the moſt charming motives to ex- 
cite our love and eſteem ; has carried us 
( as it were ) to the Pznacle of the Tem-. 
ple, and diſcovered to us a// the glory 
and beauty of this world; has taken us 
to Piſgah, and given us a view of the good 


Land of Caraar, of the City of the 1:- 


ving God , of which glorious things are 
ſpoken; and promiſed, that 2 theſe things 
ſhall be ours , if we will but be holy in 
all manner of converſation : And to ex- 
cite our fear, he has opened to our view, 
the powers of the world to come; has ' 
plainly told us of the pains and torments 
that the damned ſuffer day and night, 
and that indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguiſh, remains as the due por- 
tion of thoſe that do evil. And now may 
he not take up that ſame proteſtation 
that he uſed to his ancient People the 
Jewsz What more can 1 do for you e But 
alas ! we have in the moſt 1nſolent man- 
ner deſpiſed all theſe charms of Love, 


and, like the mad man in the Goſpel, have 


N broken 
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broken to pieces the ſtrongeſt . Fetters ' 
and Chains. We are, God knows, as 
deeply ſunk into ſenſuality and bruitiſh- | 
"neſs, as thoſe to whom the Grace of God. 
that bringeth ſalvation hath never ap- _ 


peared. Tis not credible, ( I may ſay 
poſlible ) that men could have been more 


wicked 'than they now are, ſuppoſing 


they had never heard cf Heaven or 


Hell. 


that thoſe very men who profeſs they be- 
lieve in Chriſt , ſhould ſo grofly and o- 
penly contraaict his plain Precepts; that 


thoſe who believe, that without bolineſs | 


0 man ſhall ſee the Lord, and that the 


wrath of God is revealed from Heaven © 
againſt all ungodlineſs, yet perfiſt in their 


abominable wickedneſs, and are neither 
awed with fears, nor animated with 
hopes, What 1s all this, but for men: to 


expoſe themſelves to the contempt rather 


than pity of diſcerning men ? | 
IWe have ſurveyed the ſeveral advan- 


tages which attend Holineſs ; have dif- . 


covered how much mans temporal as 


well as his eternal welfare and happineſs - 


depends upon it: We have explained 


how in her right hand is length of days, 
and in her left hand are riches and ho- + 


nonr : 


'Tis a wonder (as any one would think) 
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nour : that her ways are ways of plea- 
ſantneſs, and all her paths peace : And 
now may we not give the ſame teſtimo- 
ny of it which Joſhua and Caleb did of 
Canaan,Numb. 14. The land which we paſ- 
ſed through to ſearch,it is an exceeding good 
land £ The Sons of Azak (I mean the 
pretended difficulties) are not ſo ſtrong 
as ſome men repreſent them to be; we 
need not be diſcouraged to encounter 
with them; greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world. Alas! what 
Objeftion can men poſſibly make againſt 
a Duty that is ſo excellent, uſeful, and 
neceſſary, that .is founded upon ſuch 
mighty motives, as may prevail with any 
who is not quite petrified in deſperate 
Impiety > Good God! what ſtupid folly 
is this, that men hide their bands in their | 
boſom, and will not ſo much as ſtretch 
them out to this #ree of Life, that they 
may eat of this fruit, which is pleaſant 
to the eye, and profitable both to our pre- 
ſent and future happineſs. ; 
'Tis indeed pity , that men ſhould be 
thus permitted to run headlong to deſtru- 
(tion. Alas! is perdition ſo lovely and 
deſirable, that, like Rachel, a double fer- 
vitude is thought light for it 2 and-ſhall 
wiſe and diſcerning _ be bn ace" 
2 O 
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of the bad bargain thoſe men make, and. 
not warn them of their foliy? 1 know 
this is a duty chiefly incumbent to our 
ſpiritual Watchmen to diſcharge ; I doubt 
not but many of them ſtand upon their 
watch, and warn men of their danger. 
It were to be wiſhed that all and every 
of them were thus faithful z but ſure e- 
very man is in ſome manner concerned 


to be his brothers keeper 3, and he is high-- | T 


ly criminal, who ſhould ſee a mad man 
running upon danger, and not ſtop him 
in his courſe, 

IT wiſh ſome new-coined Doftrines had 
not an inauſpicious influence upon the 
bad practices of many, had not too much 
countenanced and authorized vice:but my 
preſent defigne is ſo far from controverſial, 
that I ſhall rather think my ſelf concer- 
ned to inveigh againſt needleſs diſputes, 
than ſtart any. If I may ſpeak from my 
own experience, I ingenuouſly confels, 
I finde Diſputes ſo inlipid and fruitleſs, 
and in the review fo unſatisfactory , that 
1am reſolved henceforth to bid an eter- 
nal adieu to them, and to condemn them 
as the great underminers of Chriſtian 
Piety : And. if any ſhall after this fair 
warning aſlault any Doarine I have elſe- 
where owned, I hope diſcerning men 


will 
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will neither eſteem me nor the Cauſe 
the worſe, that I draw not my Sword in its 
defence. 
And now what ſhall I ſay more, but 
conclude with Moſes's paſſionate Exhor- 
tation, Deut. 32. 46. Set your hearts to. 
the words which I teſtifie to you this days 
for it is not 4 vain thing, becauſe it 3s 
your s Let us no longer delay and 
put off this duty 5 while 7t is - called to 
| day, let us not harden our hearts through 
| the deceitſulnefs of ſin 5 but fſerioully 

ſearch and try our ways, and turn to the 
Lord: this is the (proper ſeaſon for fo 
> | neceſlarya work; ere long there will be 
1 | no time left us to confgder our ways: 
/ O that in this our day we did underſtand 
: the things that belong to our peace, before 
- | they be hid from our eyes! It men would 
3, | bur be induced to imitate the Pſalmiſts 
y | Example, P/al. 119. 59. I thought on my 
Ss, | ways, I doubt not but they ſhould alſo 
$, | imitate-the courſe he did take, 7 made 
t | haſte and delayed not to keep thy com- 
r- | 2r4ndmzents > But men conſider not 
m {| what they are doing, and ſo no won- 
n | der though they periſh, no wonder that 
ir 4 they prefer darkneſs to light , and de- 
{piſe Holineſs as a thing of no value. 
Let us. therefore humbly and heartily 
in- 
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invoke the Father of Lights to .open the 
Eyes of men, whom the God of this 
world hath blinded , that they may flee 

rom the wrathto come, by cleanſing thems- 
ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, perfeFing holineſs in the fear of 
Go 
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